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Prez Says 
John (JP) Williamson 

Hello everyone, I hope the new year has found you all “Healthy, Wealthy and Wise” if not 

then you are in good company.  I would like to introduce myself to those of you that may 

not know me. I am a transplant to Alaska via the Air Force. I am retired from the Air Force 

now but still work on JBER a.ka. Elmendorf.  I work with a DOD contractor that maintains 

several Air Force Radar sites around the state and this has me to be out of town for several weeks a year. I 

hope to be at as many events as possible but will need all of your help in ensuring this is a good year for 

the club.  
 

  I am a car guy from early on, my first car was a beat up 1975 Chevy Vega, 4 banger and 3 speed. I found 

out early on you can just drive them you have to work on them to or pay someone to do it. Well the Vega 

soon went away and a I found myself behind the wheel of a 1974 Grand Torino Sport with the 351 

Cleveland and C6 with a 9inch, and once again I figured out that tire cost money too. 
   

  I decided to join the Air Force, married my girlfriend, still my wife toady after 27 yrs, then left for basic, 

left my Torino to my sister (bad idea as it’s gone now) 4 years in Alabama then in 91 we got orders to 

Alaska. With much regret we sold my wife 68 Firebird before we came up the ALCAN, at the time it 

seemed like the right thing to do. 
 

  Well fast forward , Like I have said before I’m a car guy, I like the 60’s and 70’s the most.  Currently I 

am in the Blue Oval category, in the stable is a 66 Ranchero (my Son’s) a 77 F-150 SWB, a 72 F-100 

project and several pieces and parts to include a 93 Jeep Gladiator. I respect anyone that takes something 

and makes it their own, it can be a Model T or a 2010 Scion. You’re not going to find me bashing other 

brands, a little fun ribbing your buddy/friend is one thing but the “my car is better just because it’s a 

Chevy, Mopar has a Hemi, SBC etc etc ...” is BS. Now if you put your heart and soul into that car/truck 

that’s a different story, it’s what you made it not what started out as. 
 

  Enough of that, I looking forward to a year of growth for the club, we are looking at ways to build up the 

membership and also ways to get more members involved.  If any of you guys have ideas let me know. 

I’m committed to this club and hope to maintain it standing in Alaska.  Some of you may not know but I’m 

also the newsletter editor, interim secretary and club president. If anyone out there would like to volunteer 

or if you have a nominee please let me know. 
 

Also come out the January meeting we are going to have 

food and drink, I will plan on 20 being present!!! 

MSSRA Monthly Meeting Thursday January 23, 7:00 

PM at the Anchorage Senior Center 1300 E 19th 

Avenue off of 29th and Medfra,         See ya there!!! 
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How Car Restoration Works  
by Patrick E. George  

http://auto.howstuffworks.com/car-restoration.htm 

Restoring the Car's 

Interior 
Before we discuss the logistics of restoration 

any further, let's pick a car to use as an 

example. For this purpose, we'll use a 1965 

Ford Mustang to explain some aspects of the 

job at hand because it's a popular car with 

plenty of parts readily available on the market. 

Even if a car looks perfect on the outside, if 

you step inside and the upholstery is torn and 

the gauges are falling out of the dashboard, the 

restoration job can hardly be considered 

complete. 

 

The work required depends on the condition of the car. For instance, a Mustang that's been carefully cared for 

in a garage since the 1960s will obviously need far less work than one found in a junkyard. This means that 

you need to take stock of what you need. Does the car need all new seats, or do the current ones need to be re-

upholstered? Can the switches and gauges on the dash be fixed or do they need to be replaced? What about a 

sound system -- do you want an entirely new radio with modern capabilities like a CD player or will you go 

the purist route and re-install the original factory radio? 

 

A complete interior restoration job usually involves completely vacuuming out the car, removing the floor 

panels and inner door panels, thoroughly cleaning the inside with a solvent or other cleansing solution, taking 

out the old seats and re-installing the new parts you've ordered piece by piece. You also have to carefully clean 

and restore smaller parts like the glove compartment and sun visors [source: Mustang Monthly]. 

Luckily, restoration doesn't have to break the bank -- that is, if you're smart about it. Door panels sometimes 

can be saved and restored if the vinyl is undamaged. Chrome spray paint can touch up the chrome trim inside 

the car. Also, every part doesn't necessarily need to be ordered brand new. In fact, you could find many parts 

in a scrap yard [source: Mustangs and Fords]. 

 

We've covered the inside; now, let's take a look at the exterior. In the next section, we'll discuss restoring your 

car's outer surface 

Kool Car Registry 

Every now and then we get request for a car with driver for weddings or other special event.  The 

problem is, we do not who’s interested making a couple of hundred bucks with their car. If interested, I’m 

starting a registry of who’s interested. 

 

So, if you are interested send us the following information: name, phone number, email address, type of 

car, and a picture of the car. Send it to info@MidnightSunSRA, mail it to the MSSRA snail mail box, or 

call John Williamson at 688-3727. When we get a request, we’ll refer them to you and all negotiations are 

up to you. 

http://auto.howstuffworks.com/1965-1966-ford-mustang.htm
http://auto.howstuffworks.com/1965-1966-ford-mustang.htm
http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/gadgets/automotive/car-audio-system-sound.htm
http://www.mustangmonthly.com/howto/mump_0611_ford_mustang_upholstery_restoration/removing_interior.html
http://www.mustangandfords.com/tipstricks/6354_ford_mustang_interior_restoration/index.html
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Thursday Night Cruises:  

Weather permitting from April to October we meet at the Sears parking lot at the corner of Northern Lights 

& the Seward Highway at 6 PM departing at 6:45 PM.  Don't have a street rod or cool car? Bring out the 

regular family car. The objective is to have fun cruising the streets and roads of Alaska.                       

Schedule will be posted soon. 

 

Breakfast Bunch—Meet at 9am, MSSRA event, be sure to 

get your MAMA points 
 

Jan 25, Kay’s Family Restaurant, 3002 Spenard Road,  
 

Feb 1, Piper’s Restaurant, 3450 Aviation Avenue,  
 

Feb 8,  Kay’s Family Restaurant, 3002 Spenard Road,  
 

Feb 15, Kava’s Pancake House, 3001 Penland Pkwy.,  
 

Feb 22, Kay’s Family Restaurant, 3002 Spenard Road, 

 

MSSRA Monthly Meetings:  7:00 PM at 

the Anchorage Senior Center 1300 E 19th 

Avenue off of 29th and Medfra,          
 

Jan  23           Thurs 
 

Feb  27           Thurs 
 

Mar  27           Thurs 
 

April 24           Thurs 

2013 Christmas Party at the Elk’s Club in Eagle River 

There was some mix up with the reservations but we 

worked it out and had a good time.  We had the gift 

exchange and presented the Most Active Member 

Award (MAMA) to KB.   

 

He won $200 dollars in 

gas cards. 
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Swap Shop! 
Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association for its members and  
other individuals wish to advertise an item or vehicle for sale. Advertisements are printed on a space available  
basis. Contact the Web Master to have your sell your stuff here. All phone numbers listed are area code 907 unless  
otherwise noted. Send your ads to info@MidnightSunSrA.org or contact JP at 688-3727 email pol500ak@hotmail.com. 

Inside Dry Storage 
Space Limited Located in South Anchorage 

$125 per car per month Call Victor Knott at 529-5996 

1958 Ford “big window” ½ ton  Motor, trans, and box are gone. Diff is 

worn out. Cab is rusted out & rear glass is gone. Decent 7.50x16 tires on 

½ ton Ford drop-center wheels[1]. I-beam front axle. There may be a few 

chrome grille parts still salvageable, door handles, etc. The upper metal of 

the cab is still good, so the upper rear that contains the wrap-around rear 

window could be cut & sectioned and used to convert another truck to the 

very desirable big window. No title, but could be acquired as "abandoned 

vehicle". I hate to see it go to the crusher, so FREE to someone who can 

utilize whatever is still salvageable.    

Also have 16.5x8 ½ 5-slot mags (4), 17.5x5 ½ (2),  15x6 (2), 15x5 ½ (5), 

and 15x5 ½ split rim (7), ALL 5-hole ½ ton Ford. 

IF anybody is interested, lets try and get them moved before snowed in. 

The Ranchero is in Wasilla, the pick-up is at my home in south 

Anchorage. Please reply to dougbrotherton@att.net or call 632-5267.  

1969 Chevrolet Pickup Truck - 4wd, 400ci motor with a 700R4 

tranny (Auto), fuel tank has been removed from cab area, electric 

fan with new radiator & aluminum shroud, CALL 223-

0455  $25,000.00 OBO 

1958 Buick Special 4door Sedan - Rebuilt 364 nailhead engine, 

amazingly, this thing gets close to 18 mpg! Google it! This is a 

great running motor with about 4000 miles on it, over 4 grand in 

motor alone, desirable old school hotrod motor. Second owner 

car, garaged most of its life and partial restoration finished when 

purchased. Car was shipped to Alaska in 1962, and forgotten in a 

garage up on hillside. Purchased after death in family. This car 

drives awesome! Cruises comfortably and gets up when needed! 

The car has newer tires with painted wheels and beauty rings and 

caps, satin black/gloss red paint job done professionally 2 years 

ago. This thing can’t go ANYWHERE without getting thumbs 

up at every light! Summer is coming, get your fun ride right 

Quick walk around video: http://youtu.be/OMH8pcSrnlw Priced 

for sale at $6,500  Call Joe at 306-6931 

1924 Ford Roadster—350 Chevy w/400TH tranns, edelbrock 

Highrise w/2 Edelbrock 500CFM carbs. Asking $15000  

Call 283 –6006 or e-mail n.d.leigh@alaska.net  Serious Inquiries 

Lots of Engines—Ten Small Block Chevy Engines, 283, 327 

and 350 complete Chevy engines all or some free to a good 

home. Call Bernie at 907-688-2362 or 283-6006 

1960 Corvette – A car guaranteed to bring a smile and a thumbs-

up from all. This classic 1960 Corvette has the grill teeth, the 

rounded back design, dual headlights and the most popular color 

of Roman Red with White Ermine Coves 

Serious inquiries only please: 907-229-3861  

1986 El Camino—brand new crate 350 Ramjet with 7,000 

miles. Contact Rick at rdoggie23@gci.net or call 907-982 7852 

1957 Porsche Speedster Replica - Beck Factory Built Speedster 

built on a 3 inch tube frame. Most speedster replicas use a VW 

bug frame, this frame does not flex like the VW.  This 

impeccable award winning Speedster replica comes in the Merlot 

exterior with Whiskey Tan full leather interior and tan canvas 

top. Options include a "hidden" Pioneer AM/FM/CD, tan canvas 

1/4 and full tonneau covers, fully carpeted trunk, Coco mats, 

Nardi wood steering wheel and wood shift knob, new radial tires, 

including spare, power windows, and Porsche badging. Titled in  

Alaska. CB Performance balanced the 1915cc with a custom 

exhaust, dual Weber carbs that bless it with almost 130hp. This 

power plant is mated to a 3:88 silky smooth freeway flyer trans-

axle for effortless touring in all gears. The car comes with all 

original Beck factory books, maintenance records, and lots of 

spare parts, and 2 custom car covers. call Pat at 862-4385. 

1978 Ford Ranchero - Abandoned by a previous tenant, but it 

has been a very long time--probably 20 yrs or more. License # 

9562CH,  vin # 8H485157805. Engine tag "K390AA" (390 FE 

block). Body is straight except for the left front fender & the 

tailgate. Car appears to be all original. Missing both front turn 

signal lights.  I will give it away FREE to somebody who wants 

to restore it. I DO NOT want it to go to the crusher. I don't have 

title, but title could be acquired thru DMV as "abandoned 

vehicle." dougbrotherton@att.net or call 632-5267.  

Boot Hill Auto - Owner Ron Felman, The Frenchman, is selling 

off his inventory. He has titles to several complete vehicles such 

as a 59 El Camino with a Buick 401 V-8, a 51 Caddy, a 49 

Caddy series 60, & others. Plus he has a boat load of donor cars. 

Call 745-1027 or check out Boot Hill Auto on the Old Glenn in 

Butte 

1985 Corvette – Project car, needs paint and  

interior, only $7,995. Contact Ray 337-5860 or email  

AlaskaCarnut@gmail.com. 

Mustang Rims— I have 4 steel mustang rims, $25 dollars each  

Also have model T parts . Call Kurt at 344-5554 

1938 Buick Special – Straight 8 engine, restored in Idaho by 

Glenn Vaughn .Restorations and Maintenance records 

available.  Asking $38,000, call 360-1363 for details. 

1957 Ford Fairlane -  2 Door Sedan,  312 V8 engine, automatic, 

runs good, new interior, and the tires are fair. Extra parts 

including patch panels. BEST OFFER Call Herb at 338-0095  

Approximately 300 Cars – A facility in Tok is parting out 

approximately 300 cars. Some would make good project cars. 

Call Norma at 907-505-0361 

Pictures can be seen at MSSRA web site. 

mailto:info@MidnightSunSrA.org
mailto:AlaskaCarnut@gmail.com
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Membership Report   

Total Members as of December 31, 2012             *183  

Members Dropped                                                  -27 

Reinstated                                                                   1 

New Members in 2013                                             23 

  

___________________________________________ 

Total Members as of December 31, 2013            *180 

* Includes 10 Life Members 

Welcome new members! 
 
Kyle Eickholt   ‘ 11 Shelby GI 500 
Linda & Mike Janousek  '57 Chevy Pickup 
Kirt & Wendy Hudson  '61 Oldsmobile 
Patrick & Susan Ross  '23 Ford T-Bucket 
 
 
Prospective Member 
Issac & Patricia Ballot ‘11 Dodge Challenger 

The following is an e-mail we received and looks to be another way to post pictures of our events.  I will 

try to get them some from MSSRA, I looked at the website and I think the 49th State Street Rodders has a 

slide show, I say “think” because it’s on the Alaska link but listed at 49th State Hotrodders, I recognize 

some of the cars and looks like Alaska but not 100% sure where the event’s are.  

JP 

 

 

Hello fellow car enthusiast my name is Loren Childress and have been going to car shows for 12 years 

driving my 69 Mustang Mach 1. Two years ago I started a website were I videoed car shows and put them 

on my website www.shinewars.com . I am now asking others who take  pictures of car shows to send 

them to me and I will place them in a montage and put on the site.  The montage consists of the pictures 

that have music set to them as they scroll past. I know most clubs take pictures at their shows or has 

someone in their club who does and I am offering to put your shows on the site. I DO NOT charge for 

this, it is my way of giving back to something that gives me so much joy.  I give credit to the club for the 

pictures or the person who took them. I ask that you send them to me in a zip file to save space. Also I 

ask if you would include my link on your page and I will do like wise. Like I said this is my way of 

giving back to something that gives me so much enjoyment. I would also like to ask that you pass this on 

to other members. 

                  

 

         Loren Childress 

         loren@shinewars.com  

2000 Freightliner 

owned by Fred Stauber 

I will be featuring a “Members Ride” here as 

space allows, I figured it was appropriate to 

use Fred’s rig in the January newsletter since 

some of us may have been hooked up this 

winter. 

Swap Shop Alert!!!!  I had several hand written notes from December to put in the Swap 

Shop this month, I have managed to misplaced them.  If your add is incorrect or missing I 

apologize, please contact tact me first by e-mail as I travel for work an I pack rat my e-

mails but call also if that works best for you.  Thanks JP  

http://www.shinewars.com/
mailto:loren@shinewars.com
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 Come to the meeting to get the answers. 

A     Ford 429 

B     Early Hemi 51-58 

C     426 Hemi 64+ 

D    Modern Hemi 

A     1st Gen Olds Rocket 

B     2nd Gen Olds Rocket 

C     Small block Chevy 

D     Pontiac 

A    331 Polyspherical Head 

B    354 Hemi 

C    340 Wedge 

D    426 “Hemi” 

A    283 

B   350 

C    409 

D    454 
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Advertising Policy The same ad (except business cards) 

running multiple issues receives a 10% discount per month. 

No charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automotive related 

classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events. 

Full page $100 per issue / Half page $50 per issue 

Quarter page $25 per issue 

Business Card (3.5” x 2”) $35 for 12 issues 

Double Business Card (4” x 3.5”) $50 for 12 issues 
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2013 Board of Directors 
 

President     John (JP) Williamson  688-3727 
 

Vice President    Dave Taylor     
 

Secretary     Interim (JP)     688-3727 
 

Treasurer     Joseph Debnar   980-9404 

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 92061 

Anchorage, AK 99509 

If there is a red mark on your mailing label, This is your last newsletter 

Electronic Newsletter Delivery is here! Reply to:info@Midnight-SunSRA.org and ask to sign up now! 


