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MSSRA President 

Neil Noll moved to Alaska from Kansas City in 1985 and 

joined the MSSRA in 1991.  He has the privilege of being a 

past president and has worked on several committees.  He 

has been working on cars as a hobby since he got his first 

1963 Bel Air.  He moved up to better cars in a hurry after 

that.  He has learned to do all the restoration work himself 

from welding to painting, which proves anyone can do it, if 

you try.  He has owned his 1950 Ford Pickup since he was in 

Kansa City and has taken it apart three times to get it to this condition.  His 1965 Impala SS Convertible is a work in pro-

gress.  After a variety of jobs he settled into communications and is currently working for North Slope Telecomm.  He got his 

wife interested in cars and eventually she purchased the 1968 VW Bug on the home page.  “This club has given me many great 

memories and wonderful friends,” said Neil  

 

Happy New Year to all.  Let’s hope the weather this summer brings many sunny, warm days.  I hope eve-

ryone is taking this cold downtime opportunity to work on cleaning and upgrading your projects.  Myself, I 

just ordered a complete set of upholstery for the convertible, everything from carpet to door panels.  It will 

be at least a month before I receive the parts but it will give me something to do while I wait for warmer 

weather so I can paint. 

We plan on the same events as always this year.  The Summer Solstice Rumble will be at Mirror Lake as 

usual and the Jay Ofsthun  Show and Shine will be the first Sunday of August.  These events go on regard-

less of the weather which demonstrates the Alaskan sprit.  Many more shows will be happening around 

town by various other clubs and organizations, watch the newsletter for the schedule.  The Thursday Night 

Cruse is in the works as usual. 

The club would like to thank KB Bettisworth for his contribution in heading up the Wounded Warrior En-

gine Rebuild.  We managed to sell all 200 tickets and will donate $1000 to the Wounded Warriors.  This 

year a second engine rebuild is planned with an even bigger donation. 

That’s it for now, keep the shiny side up.  Neil 

 

MSSRA Vice Pres    Secretary    Treasure  

Nat Gardner’s Chunky   JP’s 66 Chero   Joseph Debnar ‘53 F100 
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Christmas Party 2013 
 

We had several people attend this years Christmas part at the Elks 

Club in Eagle River. Steaks, baked potato's and salads were prepared 

by the staff and there was a bar provided for those who wanted an 

adult beverage. 

 

There was plenty of time to mingle with other guest and talk about the 

past years events and plan for the new year.. 

 

 

The gift exchange started 

shortly after diner was done 

and went off without a 

hitch. A few gifts we stolen 

and then traded at the end 

but no pushing or shoving 

this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see that Eric wasted no time turning 

over the duties to the newly elected MSSRA 

President Neil Noll. He  took to it quickly. 

 

 

 

 

Dave and Eric was the MC for the night and offi-

cial ticket puller for the  engine raffle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Active Member 

 

This year’s winner, KB Bettisworth, started filling his point’s 

card early. He frequently attended   Saturday’s Breakfast Bunch, 

Thursday Night Cruise, monthly meetings, and other MSSRA 

events including Engine Build Project. He even volunteered for a 

few events. He acquired 79 points and his closest competitor 

eared 56 points. 

 

For his efforts, KB received a $200 Chevron gas card and when 

it’s found, his name will go on the traveling plaque. CONGRAT-

ULATIONS KB!!! 
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Thursday Night Cruise  
We meet at the Sears parking lot at the corner of Northern 

Lights & the Seward Highway at 6 PM departing at 6:45 

PM.  Don't have a street rod or cool car? Bring out the reg-

ular family car. The objective is to have fun cruising the 

streets and roads of Alaska. 

 

Thursday Cruise Night Schedule is subject to change! If 

only a few cars show or questionable weather, an alterna-

tive destination will be announced that night. 

 

2013 Schedule  
We will be posting a tentative schedule and destinations soon, if you are  

interested in a specific location let us know so we can see about adding it to 

the schedule.  

Check for the Sun Spam on your e-mail or visit the web page. wwwMid-

nightSunSRA.org  

Breakfast Bunch  
 

Join The Breakfast Bunch on any given Saturday Morning at 9:00 am for friendship, car talk, and good food!  Schedule is subject 

to change without notice so watch the web site and Sun Spam for any changes.  

 

Jan 5 Piper’s Restaurant, 3450 Aviation Ave., Anchorage, AK 

Jan 12  Kay’s Family Restaurant, 3002 Spenard Road, #101, Anchorage, AK  

Jan 19 Sunrise Grill, 8201 Old Seward Highway, Anchorage, AK  

Jan 26 Golden Corral, 4520 Union Square Road, Anchorage, AK 

Feb 2 Piper’s Restaurant, 3450 Aviation Ave., Anchorage, AK 

Feb 9 Kay’s Family Restaurant, 3002 Spenard Road, #101, Anchorage, AK 

Feb 16 Sunrise Grill, 8201 Old Seward Highway, Anchorage, AK 

Feb 23 Golden Corral, 4520 Union Square Road, Anchorage, AK 

Mar 2 Piper’s Restaurant, 3450 Aviation Ave., Anchorage, AK 

Mar 9 Kay’s Family Restaurant, 3002 Spenard Road, #101, Anchorage, AK 

Mar 16 Sunrise Grill, 8201 Old Seward Highway, Anchorage, AK 

Mar 23 Golden Corral, 4520 Union Square Road, Anchorage, AK 

Mar 30 Southside Grill, 12870 Old Seward Highway, Anchorage, AK 

Please note – We have been requested to be at this location, prior to 9:00 A.M., as they get busy and can’t seat us together. 

Most Active Member 
 

Last year MSSRA changed the selection criteria for the Most Active Member to a points system. Members in good standing 

are giving a point’s card at the beginning of the year and it the member’s reasonability to have an event chair or officer doc-

ument their points for any qualifying activity. Points are awarded for volunteering, holding elected office, or attending one 

of the many MSSRA events. A complete list of points activities were published in the March 2012 edition of the Sun Runner 

and are listed on our web site in the Archives section.  Point’s cards are turned in to the Board of Directors at the November 

General Membership meeting and the winner is announced at the Annual Christmas party.  

 

Pick up your points card at the next meeting and be sure to have an officer or event chair document your points for every 

activity you attend and every time you volunteer. Who knows, you may be next year’s winner.  
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Swap Shop! Advertisements are printed on a space available basis. Contact the Sun Runner editor  pol500ak@hotmail.com  

or 907-632-6756. 

Inside Dry Storage 
Space Limited Located in South Anchorage 

$125 per car per month Call Victor Knott at 529-5996 

Boot Hill Auto - Owner Ron Felman, The Frenchman, 
is selling off his inventory. He has titles to several complete vehicles such as a 59 El Camino with a Buick 401 V-
8, a 51 Caddy, a 49 Caddy series 60, & others. Plus he has a boat load of donor cars.  Call 745-1027 or check 
out Boot Hill Auto on the Old Glenn in Butte. 
 
FREE - Two, (2), bare, totally striped, AMC 360 engine blocks, four heads, two have been cleaned & sand blasted 
but they are bare, one oil pan, two, (2), water pumps, one, (1), timing chain cover. It is all free. John 745-2652 
 
24' plus V-Nose Enclosed Car Trailer – 5200 pound Tandem axle with brake system. Front right side RV door 
and rear fold down ramp, x8 tie down D-rings and spare tire. First owner title and warranty. Used to haul smaller 
trailers up from lower 48. 4x6, 5x8 and 5x10 enclosed cargo trailers also available plus 24' flatbed. Call for more 
pictures. $10,800. OBO. Call Lynnda 325-642-3772 or Rick 907-953-6376. 
 
1970 Chevy 1/2 ton - Project truck, tarted as a father son project and stalled. No engine or transmission, just a 
rolling chassis. Asking $1500.00. Contact Bill Brown 276-3221 or 441-9261 or b.brown@bobsservices.com 
 
1972 Chevy 2 1/2 ton - Runs and drives fine. Think it needs brakes. Will accept any reasonable offer. Contact Bill 
Brown 276-3221 or 441-9261 or b.brown@bobsservices.com 
 

1932 Ford Roadster - The roadster is already built and 95% finished. New tranny (pro built) from Las Vegas 

($6,000.00) and new blower with custom kick down. $10,000.00 was into it before I was able to see it so it would 

run properly. This is a turnkey hotrod. Owner has a laundry list of upgrades that were done to the car. He only put 

roughly 160 miles since purchased. The entire car has less than 400 miles on it.  Have receipts and documenta-

tion for almost everything that was done by me.  Contact Leonard Cestaro at len.italia@gmail.com 

1940 Ford Parts – Have two 40 foot containers of ’40 Ford parts that must go. Including a Coupe and two or 
three Pickups. Big parts include body panels, frames, engines, transmissions, etc. Too many small parts to list. 
Contact Dave McKay at 306-6283. Buy all or part of it! 
 

1957 Ford Fairlane -  2 Door Sedan,  312 V8 engine, automatic, runs good, new interior, and the tires are fair. 

Extra parts including patch panels. $6,995 obo. Call Herb at 338-0095 

1932 Ford Roadster - Glass body, new Chevy Crate motor, 9 inch rear end and all the parts to put it together. 
Asking $18,500 Contact Ron at 688-7664. 
 
Wanted – 1935 to 1941 Ford car or pickup frame. I have almost all of the body parts for a 1935 Ford pickup but 
the frame is too far gone over the rear wheel wells with cancer. So I am looking for a donor frame. If you know 
anybody who is willing to sell one they are not using, could you have them contact me. It doesn't matter if it is in 
Fairbanks or Valdez. Contact John at voehls@mtaonline.net 
 
1967 Camaro - Runs, drives, licensed, clean title. As is, it has 350 ci with Saginaw 4 speed.  Comes with new 
377 cubic inch engine built by AC Machine, extra 10 bolt rear end with new 3:73 and Posi unit, 700R4 trans. and 
new sheet metal parts.  Has new clutch in the Saginaw and new Hurst shifter.  New Flaming River Tilt 
wheel.  Overall its in good condition.   $17,000.00 firm. Contact Larry Hembree at 349-5806 or email at 
cherylhembree@gmail.com 
 
1956 GMC Pickup - V8, manual transmission, no dents, body excellent condition, just needs the timing worked 
on, a new tie rod on front tire, and custom paint job.  It was running last summer - lots of power. Priced for quick 
sale at $4500 OBO.  Will consider all offers. Located in Delta Junction.  Call John at 907-750-5424 or email him at 
thinkpinck@yahoo.com   
 

1997 Ford Thunderbird LX -  leather, sport package, sun roof.  Family car since new, great driver, well main-
tained.  $3700.00 firm. Call, "Will" at 907 978 0336. 
 
WANTED - 1934-1936 Ford or Chevy pickup street rod either finished or near completion. Call Steve Johnstone 

Winter Car Storage – Inside warm storage located in Palmer 

only $450 for the season. Call Gerri at 746-4670.  

CORRECTED PHONE NUMBER! 

mailto:b.brown@bobsservices.com
mailto:b.brown@bobsservices.com
mailto:len.italia@gmail.com
mailto:voehls@mtaonline.net
mailto:cherylhembree@gmail.com
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Membership Report   
 

Total Members as of December 31, 2011                   *184 

Members dropped                                                        -26 

Reinstated           2 

New Members this year                                                23 

New Member since last month        

______________________________________________________________ 
Total Members as of  May 31, 2012                          *1183 

* Includes 11 Life Members 

Welcome new members! 
 
Chuck & Holly Liles  '57 Ford 4 Door Hardtop 
 
David & Rachel Erickson  '69 Olds Tornado 
    '83 Olds Delta 88 
    '97 Cadillac Eldorado 
 
Peter Yien    '71 Barracuda 
 
John T & Dianne Ross   '38 Buick 

Memory Lane 

 
Answers at Bottom: 

1-What make of car, built between 1922-27 had a fly-wheel on each end of the crankshaft? 

2-What year was the Marlin by Rambler produced? 

3-What year did Ford and then Chevy install the V8? 

4- What was the biggest difference between the Ford and the Chevy in the 30′s? 

5- What was Dan Gurney’s first street race car? 

6- When was Dan’s first trip to Bonneville? 

 

Answers: 

1-The Rickenbacker 2-1965-1967 3-Ford: 1932 Chevy 1955  4-Ford was all steel and Chevy was lots of oak 

5- 1935 Ford  6- 1950 

FYI: from Wikipedia: Hot rods are typically American cars with large engines modified for linear speed. 

Nobody know for sure the origin of the term “hot rod”. One explanation is that the term is a contraction of “hot roadster”, 

meaning a roadster that was modified for speed. Open roadsters were the cars of choice to modify because they were light. 

Rod may also refer to the connecting rods, cam, or pushrods inside the engine.The burning out of the connecting rod bearings 

was a very common failure mode for souped up 4-cylinder Fords ( esp Model T) and “hot rod” could refer to that. 

The cars first appeared in the late 1930′s in southern Calif., where the modified cars were raced on the flat dry lake beds. The 

original hot rods were old cars (Fords: Model T’s,A’s) that had been modified to reduce weight and improve aerodynamics. 

These included removal of convertible tops, bumpers, windshields and fenders; lowering the chassis and modifying the en-

gines. 

After WW2 Hot rodders would race on marked courses on abandoned military airport strips but some of 

the hot rodders began to race on the street as well. That is when some rodders such as Wally Parks created the NHRA ( Na-

tional Hot Rod Assoc.) to bring racing back to the tracks and improve the image of hot rods. 

In the 70′s auto manufacturers began increasing the performance of cars such as the Pontiac GTO and the hot rod lure faded. 

After the 73 oil crisis, the demand went to safety and fuel efficiency over performance and led to a resurgence of Hot Rod-

ding. Now the term Street Rod is more often used because the trend is away from the racing and more to family oriented and 

cruises. 

There are two main groups: Hot Rodders, who build with original, old parts and styles from the 20-40′s and street rodders 

who use mainly new parts. 

Position Available   MSSRA has an opening for Membership Chairman. Duties: process membership 

application: send welcome letters to new members; maintain membership and dues records; print ad-

dress labels for the newsletters; submit membership report for the newsletter, web site, and Board of 

Directors.  If interested, contact President Neil Noll at 248-6009 or Ray Elleven at 337-5860 

http://www.hotrodsu.com/?page_id=16
http://www.hotrodsu.com/?page_id=16
http://www.hotrodsu.com/?page_id=12
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May 23 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
May 24-26 NSRA Mid-America Street Rod Nationals 
Ozark Empire Fair Springfield, Missouri   an NSRA event 
  
May 25 Corvette Spring Reunion Car Show 
Noon to 4 PM  Lithia Chevrolet of South Anchorage  
Contact Margo Smith at 333-6993 
an Anchorage Corvette Association event 
www.alaskacorvette.com 
 
May 27 Corvette Club Car Show 
Noon to 4 PM  at the Northway Mall Sam’s Club Parking 
Lot , Contact Margo Smith at 333-6993 
an Anchorage Corvette Association event 
www.alaskacorvette.com 
 
May 30 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
May 31-Jun 2 NSRA Street Rod Nationals East  
York Expo Center York, Pennsylvania 
an NSRA event  www.nsra-usa.com 
 
Jun 1 Dave Smith Memorial Food Run  
Meet at Peggy’s in Anchorage for breakfast, Lunch in 
Soldotna, Dinner in Seward, and Desert in Anchorage Con-
tact Margo Smith at 333-6993 
an Anchorage Corvette Association event 
  
Jun 6 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
Jun 7 Colony Day’s Car Show 
6 pm to 9 pm Palmer , a Palmer Chambers of Commerce’s 
event  www.palmerchamber.org 
 
Jun 13 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
Jun 14-16 Fairbanks Road Trip & Car Show at Lithia 
Contact Margo Smith at 333-6993, an Anchorage Corvette 
Association event  www.alaskacorvette.com 
 
Jun 16 Bailey’s Father’s Day Car Show  
Noon to 4 PM at the Bailey’s Superstore at 350 West Inter-
national Airport Road and NO CHARGE THIS YEAR! This 
year they will strictly enforce No “works in progress” and 
No “premiered projects.” Only show machines will be al-
lowed. No “For Sale” signs. Call 646-4947 to make your 
reservation   a Bailey’s event 
 www.baileysfurniture.com 
 
Jun 20 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
Jun 21 Summer Solstice Rumble 
5 pm to 10 pm at Mirror Lake   an All Car Club event 
 
Jun 21-23 NSRA Rocky Mountain Street Rod Nation-
als  Colorado State Fairgrounds Pueblo, Colorado 
 an NSRA event 
 
Jun 27 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
Jun 28-30 NSRA Northwest Street Rod Nationals 
Clark Country Event Center, Ridgefield, Washington 
 an NSRA event 

Jan 24 Monthly Membership Meeting 
7:00 pm at the Anchorage Senior Center 1300 E. 19th. Ave 
The Senior Center is off 20th and Medfra where there is 
plenty of free parking. a MSSRA event 
 
Feb 23-24 Fur Rondy Car Show  
Bob’s Services, 2009 Spar Ave (Off Post Road) an Antique 
Auto Musher’s event  http://groups.msn.com/
AntiqueAutoMushersofAlaska 
 
Feb 28 Monthly Membership Meeting 
7:00 pm at the Anchorage Senior Center 1300 E. 19th. Ave 

 
Mar 28 Monthly Membership Meeting 
7:00 pm at the Anchorage Senior Center 1300 E. 19th. Ave 
 
Apr 13-14 Alaska Motorcycle Dealers Association 
Bike Show 
Ben Boeke Ice Arena an Alaska Motorcycle Dealers Asso-
ciation event 
 
Apr 12-13 NSRA Southwest Street Rod Nationals 
State Fair Park Oklahoma City, Oklahoma   
an NSRA event  www.nsra-usa.com 
 
Apr 17 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
Apr 25 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
Apr 26-28 NSRA Western Street Rod Nationals  
Kern County Fairgrounds Bakersfield, California 
an NSRA event   www.nsra-usa.com 
 
May 1 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
May 3-5 23rd Annual Alaska Custom Car & Cycle 
Show  
at the Harry J. McDonald Memorial Center located in Eagle 
River Contact Derrick Snelson at 566-2346 
 Presented by Performance Promotions  
 
May 3-5 NSRA Street Rod Nationals South  
Chilhowee Park & Exposition Center Knoxville, Tennessee 
an NSRA event  www.nsra-usa.com 
 
May 4 Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet 
9 am to 4 pm , Northway Mall 3101 Penland Parkway 
Contact Victor Knott at 349-7228  a MSSRA event  
 
May 9 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
May 11 NSRA Appreciation Day 
J & S Automotive 21065 Bill Stephens Drive 99567 
Peters Creek and the Glenn Highway 
Contact Lenny Olson at 688-6917 
NSRA State Rep & Safety Inspector event 
 
May 16 Thursday Night Cruise 
 
May 18 KOOL Kruze 
Meet at the Sears Mall 8:00 AM then at Noon and cruise to 
Alaska Raceway Park  
Contact Ron Clement at 275-2289 
a KOOL-FM event  www.kool973.com 

http://www.nsra-usa.com
http://www.nsra-usa.com/
http://www.nsra-usa.com/
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Advertising Policy The same ad (except business cards) run-

ning multiple issues receives a 10% discount per month. No 

charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automotive related 

classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events. 

Full page $100 per issue / Half page $50 per issue 

Quarter page $25 per issue 

Business Card (3.5” x 2”) $35 for 12 issues 

Double Business Card (4” x 3.5”) $50 for 12 issues 
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2011 Board of Directors 
 

President     Neil Noll    248-6009 
 

Vice President    Nat Gardner    344-4541 
 

Secretary     John (JP) Williamson  632-6756 
 

Treasurer     Joesph  
 

Member at Large     
 

Member at Large    
 

Member at Large     

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 92061 

Anchorage, AK 99509 

If there is a red mark on your mailing label, This is your last newsletter 

Electronic Newsletter Delivery is here! Reply to:info@Midnight-SunSRA.org and ask to sign up now! 


