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Next membership meeting is Thursday Feb 23rd at  
The Anchorage Senior Center  7 p.m. 

20th and Medfra where there is  plenty of free parking 

Vintage Shop Equipment 
Meet the machines that kept generations of hot cars running at their peak. 

by Tom Shaw 

 

We all know, this hobby is not just the cars. It’s the whole cultural package. It’s the cars and the related items — dealer signs, 

gas station stuff, promotional items and the like. And part of that package is the shop equipment used in tuning those hot 

engines.  

The machines kind of mirror the cars themselves — they flourished after World War II, and grew in size and technology, 

peaking in the 1970s, then went through a wholesale change with the introduction of electronic ignition, and later onboard 

computers.  

 

Today, a giant, elaborate, top-of-the-line console with all the trimmings which originally cost more than a house, can be picked 

up for a couple hundred bucks.  

 

But the big consoles, cool as they are, are not the center of this market. Bob Masters (Masters Company, 30 Willow Drive, Suite 

A, Fort Thomas, Kentucky, 41075, www.distributortester.com, (859) 441-8778), who operates a full-time business buying, 

selling, and working on these old dinosaurs, tells us that the distributor machines, in their various configurations, are far and 

away the lion’s share of his business. Nothing else is even a close second.  

 

“The distributor tester market is the strongest,” Bob explains, and for good reason. “They’re not huge machines, and they 

perform a very valuable function.” 

That’s for sure. These machines were designed for working on old cars with non-electronic systems, and if you know what 

you’re doing, they are without equal. They were also about doing commercial work in high volume. Pinpointing a specific 

problem was a snap for an engine analyzer with an oscilloscope. Where a local 

garage may rely upon educated guesswork and changing parts until it found the 

problem, in the right hands, a Sun machine’s scope could blow the whistle on a 

specific bad plug wire, distributor cap, condensor, spark plug or points. It was all 

in how well the technician read the trace. Moving the cars through in less time 

justified high finance of the buying a Sun machine. 

Got a couple hundred dollars? It’ll buy you a lot of Sun machine on eBay. Plan 

on spending more if your bidding on a distributor machine. 

For a club with an emphasis on performance, an enthusiast with mechanical 

interests, a taste for functional nostalgia, or just too much garage space (like 

that’s ever gonna happen), or a shop that restores performance as well as 

appearance, this is a hot item at dirt cheap prices.  
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The '60 Chrysler 300F-A Continuing Muscle Mystic 
by Bill Holder 

photos by Phil Kunz 

Those magic three numbers-'300'. During the 1950s and '60s, they meant everything in performance. The numbers still live 

today as they have been brought back to name some of Chrysler's new 

heavyweight muscle models. 

Even though this family of cars were extremely heavy, their 

performance capabilities were outstanding. It's certainly easy to 

understand why many in the know consider these cars to really be the 

first American Muscle Cars. 

Much of the early performance publicity for the 300 came on the 

NASCAR racetracks and the fact that it was carrying the 331 Hemi 

powerplant. For example, in 1955, Hemi-powered 300s won both the 

AAA National Championship and NASCAR titles. 

In '56 with a 354 Hemi, the results were equally impressive with with 

numerous speed records set on the Daytona sand. 1957 saw a jump to the 392 Hemi, while the mighty 413 Wedge engine came 

along with the 300E in 1959. The top engine version pounded down an awesome 400 horsepower. 

Then came the milestone 1960 300F version, the subject of this article. It's 

well known because of its giant angled rear fins which contained giant tail

-lights.     

Although the model was no longer participating on NASCAR ovals, it 

proved its point A-to-Point B capabilities by winning the first six places at 

the Daytona Flying Mile competition with a top-end of nearly 145 miles 

per hour. 

The engine for 1960 was a new Ram Induction system with a pair of 

lengthy cross-over ram tubes that placed the carburetors up against the 

sides of the engine compartment. They aided greatly in helping make the 

375 horses of the standard 413 engine. 

A new unibody found its way onto the F version amd weighed in at 4,270 pounds. 

The wheelbase was 126 inches but with its significant body overhangs, its overall 

length was 220 inches. 

Interestingly, its front tread was an inch wider than the rear at 6l inches. 

The suspension used torsion bars in the front with leaf springs and hydraulic 

shocks out back. 

The brakes were power units but no disc brakes yet, with drum 

brakes on all four corners. 

A highlight of the model's styling was that simulated spare tire that 

was embedded in the rear deck. This would be the only year for it. 

The company certainly didn't want to leave any doubt on the 300F's 

identification with patriotic badges on the grille, spare tire, wheels, 

and on the sides of the body. There were also nine small cooling 

vents located on the rear of the huge hood. 

The interior was pure luxury with plush leather, swing-away front 

seats, and a beautiful two-tone dash. 

"I always had an attraction for this model since I was a kid. Used to pass one on my way walking to high school, but I knew 

there was no way I could ever get it at the time." 
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Thursday Night Cruise Schedule 
We meet at the Sears parking lot at the corner of Northern 

Lights & the Seward Highway at 6 PM departing at 6:45 

PM.  Don't have a street rod or cool car? Bring out the 

regular family car. The objective is to have fun cruising the 

streets and roads of Alaska. 

 

Thursday Cruise Night Schedule is subject to change! If 

only a few cars show or questionable weather, an 

alternative destination will be announced that night. 

Position Available 

  

MSSRA has an opening for Membership Chairman. This is fun position using Microsoft Access to: 

process membership application: send welcome letters to new members; maintain membership and 

dues records; print address labels for the newsletters; submit membership report for the newsletter, 

web site, and Board of Directors; and other duties as assigned. If interested, contact President Erik 

Johnson at 349-9900 or Ray Elleven at 337-5860 

Three locations to serve you 

Midtown 
1131 East Northern Lights Blvd 
Open 7 days week 
Closed Friday & Saturday 
1:30 am to 5:30 am  

Diamond & Arctic 
720 West Diamond Blvd 
Open 7 days a week 
6 am to 1 am  

Near the Airport 
4403 Spenard Road 
Open 7 days week 
Closed Friday & Saturday 
1:30 am to 5:30 am  
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Swap Shop! Ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association for its members and other 

individuals wish to advertise an item or vehicle for sale. Advertisements are printed on a space available basis. Contact the Sun 

Runner editor to sell your stuff here at pol500ak@hotmail.com or 907-632-6756. 

Inside Dry Storage 
Space Limited Located in South Anchorage 

$125 per car per month Call Victor Knott at 529-5996 

Wanted to Buy - Model B, 4 cylinder engine for Model A Ford. 

contact  cfbartlett@gci.net  
1997 Chevrolet Camaro, 30th anniversary edition 

Only 108 manufactured / VIN 2G1FP22P7V2156837 

2 Door coupe, arctic white with orange racing stripes, arctic 

white leather interior with 30th anniversary insignias on the seats 

This car was manufactured to look like the 1969 Camaro SS Indy 

pace car. SLP Engineering package 330 horsepower, 340 lb-ft of 

torque 5.7 liter LT4 V-8, 6-speed manual transmission, Hurst 

short-throw shifter, Owner states the odometer has 200 miles, 

Dealer Assigned Number LT4SS, Model Number 1FP87, 

Preferred Equipment Group Number 1SJ, SSLT4 package. 

Lisa Rogers—907-272-5104 

1981 TRANS AM - $8500 (sterling) Balanced 455 Pontiac 525 

hp, built turbo 350 trans,5.12 gears body is strait, fiber glass 

hood will not respond to e-mails so call 907-262-5443 

Jacket Junction! - The only location where you can 

have the MSSRA logo stitched on your favorite jacket is located 

at 2511 Fairbanks Street, 562-0901  

1985 Pontiac Fiero—A clean classic, low mileage 

(approximately 47k) V-6 engine with automatic transmission. 

All original paint and exceptional interior. Still makes the 

heads turn.  $5800 OBO, Contact Sharon Cox at 907-563-

9229 or email Sharon@alaskaminers.org 

1982 El Camino – V8 Automatic in good shape for only  

$4,000. Call 503-292-1300 Car is in Anchorage 

1984 Corvette Coupe – Two 

Tone Bronze, automatic, with only 

2,000 miles on new tires and 

shocks, replacement stereo, and 

the car is well maintained. Car 

gets 17 mpg in town and 21 mpg 

on the highway. Contact Don at 

980-0662 or 694-9668 

1961 Willy's Wagon - Project car, includes new 

replacement panels for sides and floorboard, an 

additional parts vehicle. No motor or transmission, 

$1,800. Call Michael at 242-0157 or 688-6006 

1964 Corvette 

Stingray – All 

original 300 

horse 327 four 

speed car with a 

little over 

50,000 miles. 

Car is in 

EXCELLENT 

shape.                          Call Jim at 274-0122 

1991 Rockwood 21 Foot  

Motor Home – This well  

maintained motor home  

sleeps 4, has a Chevy 

drive  train with 350 

engine, automatic 

transmission, new tires, 

and only 43,500 miles.            Call Jim at 274-0122 

1975 Ford U-Haul Van – Big 20 foot box, outfitted with 

“D” type-rings & ramps for cars. Man door on the side. 

Good for Storage or transport. Only $6,000, Call Kurt at  

907 344-5554. 

1950 Ford Pickup – This project includes a ’50 Mercury 

V8 flathead in good rebuildable shape. Truck is complete 

but 50% disassembled.  Front end is done, new springs, 

kingpins, frame/firewall paint. Asking $2500 OBO for the 

whole package. Will 

sell with out engine for 

$1000.  

Contact Jim  

907-351-3115 or email 

takecare@alaska.com 
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Membership Report   
 

Total Members as of December 31, 2010                   *196  

Members dropped                                                        -1 

New Members this year                                                2    

New Member since last month        

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Total Members as of  Feb, 2012                                 *186  

* Includes 11 Life Members 

 

Welcome new members 
Frank & Angel Mutchie               '56 Chevy Bel Air Coupe 

Bruce & Susan Bennett              '74 Fiat 

David & Carol Jensen                 '57 T-Bird 
Blast from the past.  
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2012 Events Schedule 
 

Feb 25 Fur Rondy Parade 

 (MSSRA will NOT be in the Parade) Downtown Anchorage 

an Anchorage Fur Rondy event  www.furrondy.net 

 

Apr 7-8 Alaska Motorcycle Dealers Association Bike Show 

Ben Boeke Ice Arena an Alaska Motorcycle Dealers Association 

event 

 

Apr 13-15 NSRA Southwest Street Rod Nationals 

State Fair Park Oklahoma City, Oklahoma an NSRA event 

 

Apr 19 Thursday Night Cruise 

First Cruise of the Season!  Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm 

then cruise somewhere! an MSSRA event 

 

Apr 26 Thursday Night Cruise an MSSRA event 

 Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

 

Apr 27-29 NSRA Western Street Rod Nationals  

Kern County Fairgrounds Bakersfield, California an NSRA event 

 

May 3 Thursday Night Cruise an MSSRA event 

Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

  

May 4-6 22nd Annual Alaska Custom Car & Cycle Show 

at the Harry J. McDonald Memorial Center located in Eagle 

River  Contact Derrick Snelson at 566-2346  Presented by 

Performance Promotions 

 

May 4-6 NSRA Street Rod Nationals South  

 Chilhowee Park & Exposition Center Knoxville, Tennessee 

an NSRA event   www.nsra-usa.com 

 

May 5 Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet   9 am to 4 pm 

Bailey’s Super Store C Street and International 

Contact Victor Knott at 349-7228  a MSSRA event 

 

May 10 Thursday Night Cruise 

Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

  

May 12 NSRA Appreciation Day 

J & S Automotive 21065 Bill Stephens Drive, Peters Creek and 

the Glenn Highway Contact Lenny Olson at 688-6917 

NSRA State Rep & Safety Inspector event 

 

May 17 Thursday Night Cruise 

Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

  

May 19 KOOL Cruise  

Meet at the Northway Mall 8:00 AM then at Noon and cruise to 

Alaska Raceway Park  Contact Ron Clement at 275-2289 

a KOOL-FM event    www.kool973.com 

 

May 24 Thursday Night Cruise 

 Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

 

May 25-27 NSRA Mid-America Street Rod Nationals 

 Ozark Empire Fair Springfield, Missouri  an NSRA event 

 

May 26 Corvette Spring Reunion Car Show   Noon to 4 PM 

Lithia Chevrolet of South Anchorage Contact Margo Smith at 

333-6993  an Anchorage Corvette Association event 

 www.alaskacorvette.com 

 

May 28 Corvette Club Car Show   Noon to 4 PM 

at the Northway Mall Sam’s Club Parking Lot Contact Margo 

Smith at 333-6993  an Anchorage Corvette Association event 

 www.alaskacorvette.com 

 

May 31 Thursday Night Cruise 

Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

 

Jun 1-3 NSRA Street Rod Nationals East  

York Expo Center York, Pennsylvania an NSRA event 

 

Jun 2 Dave Smith Memorial Food Run  

Meet at Peggy’s in Anchorage for breakfast  Lunch in Soldotna, 

Dinner in Seward, Desert in Anchorage Contact Margo Smith at 

333-6993 an Anchorage Corvette Association event 

 www.alaskacorvette.com 

 

Jun 7 Thursday Night Cruise 

Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

  

Jun 8 Colony Day’s Car Show  6 pm to 9 pm Palmer 

a Palmer Chambers of Commerce’s event 

 www.palmerchamber.org 

 

Jun 9  3rd Annual Skyline Church Car Show 

2150 Dowling Rod Food, awards, and lots of fun 

Contact Dave Taylor at 907-903-9985 a Skyline Church event 

 

Jun 14 Thursday Night Cruise 

Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

 

Jun 17 Bailey’s Father’s Day Car Show  Noon to 4 PM 

At the Bailey’s Superstore at 350 West International Airport 

Road This year they will strictly enforce No “works in progress” 

and No “premiered projects.” Only show machines will be 

allowed. No “For Sale” signs. $25 per car 

Call 646-4947 to make your reservation a Bailey’s event 

 www.baileysfurniture.com 

 

Jun 21 Summer Solstice Rumble 5 pm to 10 pm at Mirror Lake 

Contact Erik Johnson at 349-9900  an All Car Club event 

 

Jun 22-24  NSRA Rocky Mountain Street Rod Nationals 

Colorado State Fairgrounds Pueblo, Colorado an NSRA event 

 

Jun 23 Midnight Sun CruiseThe Fountainhead Antique Auto 

Museum will be hosting the Midnight Sun Cruise at the 

Wedgewood Resort. Additional details will be available at a later 

date.  Contact Willy Vinton, Museum Manager at 907-450-2100 

or email at museum@fdifairbanks.com. 

a Fountainhead Antique Auto Museum event 

 

Jun 28 Thursday Night Cruise 

Meet at the Mall at Sears at 6:00 pm then cruise somewhere! 

  

Jul 4 4th of July Chili Cook OffThe annual Chili Cook Off will 

be on the Park Strip near 9th Avenue and N Street and they are 

looking for a few cool cars to enhance their event. Bring your 

cool car and you get a bowl of chili, coffee, and the best parking 

for the 4th of July Parade. Contact Wayne at 563-5122 for 

additional information. 

 

Jul 4 Chugiak Independence Day Parade Meet at the Fire 

Station on the Old Glenn Highway at 1:00 pm and the parade 

starts a 2:00 pm. The first person to show up registers MSSRA 

and gets our entry number. 

mailto:museum@fdifairbanks.com
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Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except 

business cards) running multiple issues receives a 10% 

discount per month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap 

Shop automotive related classified ads from individuals, 

non MSSRA events listed in the monthly calendar. 

Full page $100 per issue 

Half page $50 per issue 

Quarter page $25 per issue 

Business Card (3.5” x 2”) $35 for 12 issues 

Double Business Card (4” x 3.5”) $50 for 12 issues 
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2011 Board of Directors 
 

President     Erik Johnson    349-9900 
 

Vice President    Neil Noll    248-6009 
 

Secretary     Nat Gardner    344-4541 
 

Treasurer     David Taylor    272-4655 
 

Member at Large     
 

Member at Large    
 

Member at Large     

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 92061 

Anchorage, AK 99509 

If there is a red mark on your mailing label, This is your last newsletter 

Electronic Newsletter Delivery is here! Reply to:info@Midnight-SunSRA.org and ask to sign up now! 


