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Beach Party in Feb!
Vivian Noll

    The MSSRA annual Beach Party was held Saturday, 
February 7, 2009, at the Eagle River VFW.  
We had guests not only from MSSRA, but 
also from the Valley Cruzers and the Arc-
tic Air-Cooled VWs Club.  The party start-
ed with a nice spread of delicious food.  
There were several requests for the Ger-
man potato salad recipe.
  The ice-breaker was an automobile 
trivia crossword puzzle, which was won 
by Robin Bettisworth.  She says she had 
some help, but I know she is knowledge-
able about cars.  More so than I.  Next up, 
the costume contests.  The categories are 
simple:  Best Male Costume, Best Female 
Costume and Best Couple Costume.  Ben 
Holeman won the Best Male category.  
Ben also got votes in the Best Female cat-
egory but was beat by Allison Verbos.  The 
couple who won the Best Couple catego-
ry was referred to as the “Valley couple,” 

    The Gavel used by the Midnight Sun has a story behind 
its life and it is older than it looks. (It 
looks brand new)
      When I became president of the 
MSSRA, I was given the Club brief-
case that contains “Stuff” includ-
ing the Presidents Handbook, pens, 
paper, notes, a membership list and 
other stuff. Among the other stuff was 
a cardboard box and inside was a 
Gavel.  I have seen that Gavel before, 
a long time ago.
    Webster says a gavel is a small 
wooden mallet used by a person in 
charge of a meeting to call attention 
or order. 
     Some 26 years ago and right after I 
bought my 1957 Chevy 2 door Hard-
top, “The Green Car”, I  helped form 
a Classic Chevy Car Club in Anchor-
age for 1955, 1956 and 1957 Chevys 
only. We were sponsored by Classic 

Chevy International. CCI, which is headquartered out of 
Florida. When we joined CCI, we were presented with 
a large Banner, much the same as what the MSSRA has 
and an engraved Gavel to run our meetings with.
    Our first meeting had three in attendance, Tom & 
Karen Wilson and me.  Tom & Karen had a two 1957 
Chevys, a 2 door 150 Sedan and a Belair Convertible. I 
had a Belair 2 door Hardtop and that was our Club. Later 
we had two people join but they didn’t have any cars 
and sometime after that someone else joined with a 55 
Chevy in pieces but mostly it was just rust. 
     Our fledgling club was weak to say the least but we 

The Gavel Story
Ben Holeman

Continued on page 4 “Classic Chevy Club”
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Subscribing to the
Three E’s of Journalism

Educate, Entertain, and Enform

Heather Ann Heusser, Editor

The Sun Runner is the official 
publication of the Midnight 
Sun Street Rod Association of 
Anchorage, Alaska and is pub-
lished most months by the Sun 
Runner’s Staff. 

DISCLAIMER: All material con-
tained herein may be ripped 
off, reprinted, or published in 
another production provided 
appropriate credit is given.

The Sun Runner is available 
with membership dues. In-
quires should be sent to:

SUN RUNNER
Subscription Department

P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, AK 99509

www.MidnightSunSRA.org

Calendar

     Are you receiving the Sun Spam, the weekly e-mail notice 
of upcoming events and other important news?
     If not, send an e-mail to MidnightSunSRA@yahoo.com and 
ask to sign up for Sun Spam.
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February
Feb 7 - Beach Party Feb at the Eagle River VFW

Feb 24 - MSSRA Meeting

Feb 28 - Fur Rondy Parade, Downtown Anchorage
an Anchorage Fur Rondy event
www.furrondy.net

TBD - Fur Rondy Car Show, an Antique Auto Musher’s event
http://groups.msn.com/AntiqueAutoMushersofAlaska

TBD -  Antique Tractor & Toy Show
A&M Motors, an Antique Power Club event

March
Mar 6 & 8 - Rondy Grand Prix, 3Rd and E Downtown 
Anchorage

Mar 20-22 - Alaska Motorcycle Dealers Assoc Bike Show
Egan Convention Center, an Alaska Motorcycle Dealers 
Association event, www.anchorageconventiondistrict.com

TBD - Vintage Military Vehicle Show
Anchorage Chrysler Dodge Center

February 2009

Have an upcoming event?

Know of something happening?

Tell us! Send an E-mail to

 akchevygirl@mtaonline.net

MSSRA wishes

Jim Heirston,

of the Corvette Club, 

to get well soon

from his big fall on 

the ice
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Membership Report
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2008
Total Members as of Jan 2, 2008
Life Members
New Members
Members Dropped
Total Members as of Sept 20, 2008

2009
New Members
Members Dropped
Total Members as of January 1, 2009

Want a list of all the members? A list with phone numbers, addresses, 
etc.? They are available free of charge to members only for non-com-
mercial purposes. Call Ray Elleven at 337-5860 or e-mail him at 
Midnight SunSRA@yahoo.com. He can snail mail you a hard copy or 
e-mail it to you in PDF format.

February 2009

From the “Hi” Chair
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0
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     Hi Car People!
    Well, we have been office 
for a month and the days are 
getting longer, closer to un-
covering that form that is un-
der the car cover in my garage.  
I did get a lot of questions and 
emails about why I changed 
from the “Prez Sez” to from 
the “Hi” chair..  I did it for a 

couple of reasons even though the “Prez Sez” works 
fine. I’ll try to explain.
    “Hi” is short for “Hello” which is an informal greet-
ing between two people. It is said to recognize the other 
person as a friend and makes the conversation a little 
more informal. That’s easy to explain because it is from a 
friend to a friend as equals. 
    Now the other part, “Hi” may be short for “High” 
which describes an elevation or a vertical distance. No 
not a “High” Chair like we put our little kids in at the 
dinner table or we sat in a long time ago, although that 
may be the case too. In this context, it describes a feel-
ing.  Being a Car People and around some of the nicest 
cars in the state is great but the real reason of feeling 
“Hi” is being around the high caliber of people that are 
involved with those cars. The people are the real heart of 
the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association. 
     I say it with a smile and as an equal, “From the “Hi” 
Chair” as my monthly message to you.
    We have lots of work to do and this month I want to 
talk a little about Safety Awareness.
    Safety of our members is my highest priority. I am 
sure it yours too. You are the most important commodity 
we have. We obviously don’t want anyone injured or 
hurt during one of our events or in fact don’t want any 
one hurt anytime.  I am not going to tell you how to or 
what to do to be safe. I am not going to tell you to check 
your brake lights once a month or other basic be safe ac-
tions because Safety is 90 % common sense.  I do want 
to raise the awareness that you must be constantly alert 
and think “Safety First”. Ask your self this simple ques-
tion: “Can I really safely change a tire at night along the 
side of the road without help?”  Does the spare have air? 
Where is the jack handle? Can I get the wheel cover off? 
And just as importantly, do I have flares or reflectors?  Just 
basic stuff but if you start asking yourself these kinds of 
questions, your safety awareness will increase. You will 
feel better about that too and correct some deficiencies 
before something becomes critical like no air pressure 
in the spare tire. Think about your driving habits too. Are 

you following a little to close? Speeding?  Don’t say “No, 
Not me!”  Just become more aware and do what is right. 
Again, you will feel better about yourself. 
    The National Street Rod Association and our member 
too, Paul Moll, will be conducting Safety 23 inspections 
later this summer. They are free and you don’t have to be 
a member of the NSRA.  Watch for more details in latter 
issues of the Runner. 
    Remember that Safety Awareness is not just about your 
car or driving habits, it’s about your house, your garage 
and everything else. It is a Lifestyle, All encompassing. 
Walk thru your house and look for things that could be-
come a safety hazard.  Fix um. Now mentally walk thru 
your life and look for safety hazards. Address them too. 
After a while Safety Awareness will become second na-
ture and now you are being safer and that’s one of our 
highest priorities. The word “You” includes your family, 
loved ones and all your friends. Safety is everyone’s busi-
ness, all the time.
    The more you do it, the easier it becomes. 
  Thanks for letting me bend your ear “From the “Hi 
Chair”.
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Vanity Plates

Terry Sudut’s Vanity Plate for his GT 40. If  you 
see a cool plate, snap a picture and send it to 
the Sun Runner. Remember to include who the 
owner is and vehicle.

Letters to the Editor
     The Sun Runner welcomes and even encour-
ages letters to the editor. Go to a great event? Tell 
us about it! Having engine problems? Lets solve it! 
Think I’m off my rocker and don’t like something 
you read? Tell me! Please include your name and 
contact information upon submittal to: akchevy-
girl@mtaonline.net

put up our banner and gaveled ourselves to order.  We 
took turns being different officers, sometimes during the 
same meeting. It was a fun time.
    When Tom & Karen moved outside, they took two 
thirds of the car club with them and we dissolved. I lost 
track of the Gavel because it was Karen’s turn to take it 
home and it was my turn to take the Banner home. 
   The Gavel is engraved “Classic Chevy Club of Anchor-
age, Alaska.” Also inside the box, I found postcard from 
CCI stating our dues were due...  Sound familiar? 
    I still have the Classic Chevy Banner and for now, I get 
to use the Gavel, one that I held a long time ago.  Sure 
brought back a lot of memories.
    Life is good.

Classic Chevy Club

    Judy Kessler and Ray Elleven have been busy creating 
a new web site for MSSRA. In the past, our web site was 
hosted by Tripod.com, our pictures on WebShots.com 
and our domain name was through Yahoo.com. Now we 
have it all with one provider on one bill, for only $11.95 
per month.
    To access the Tripod web site one line we had know 
web site code or use a store bought web site program 
such as FrontPage or DreamWeaver. Yahoo has a free 
program you simply download to build and maintain 
our web site. When the next web master takes over, they 
do the same thing, down load the program and go to 
work. 
     Tripod gave us five gigs of space and Yahoo has unlim-
ited space. “This means we have more stuff on our web 
site,” say Judy. “Like all the past newsletters!”
     You can check out the new web site at www.Mid-
nightSunSRA.org.
     If you go to the same domain but dot com, this is now 
an unused domain name. If you went directly to the old 
web site by using http://mssra.tripod.com, you will be 

redirected to our new site.
    Read and enjoy the new site and let Ray or Judy know 
what you think of it.

MSSRA Launches New Web Site
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the “coconuts,” or 
as they most nor-
mally are referred 
to, Mike and Alli-
son Verbos. 
    The next game 
was Beach bingo.  
Lenny Olson, yell-
ing “Beach,” won.  
But there was 
a special prize 
awarded in this 
game to Ray Ellev-
en.  He did not get any of the numbers called.  The only 
mark on his card was the FREE block in the center.
    The relay game was one that has been played at the 
Beach Party in years past and brought back this year as it 
was a favorite of Neil Noll.  This game is played by put-
ting an orange in one leg of a pair of nylons, tying the 
other leg around your waist so the leg with the orange is 
hanging in front of you.  You then use the orange to hit a 
lemon across the floor (it doesn’t roll straight) until you 
get the lemon across the finish line.  We had three heats:  
1) Bob Pillion, Lenny Olson and Alex Castillio; 2) Carl 
Vallee, Greg Wilkin-
son and Ray Elleven; 
and 3) Butch VonLol-
hoffel, Ben Holeman 
and Mike Verbos.  
Butch was winning 
his heat until he re-
alized, if he won he 
would have to do this 
again and compete 
in the finals.  The fi-
nals included: Alex, 
Carl and Mike, with 
Carl coming across 
the finish line first.  I 
was told that this is 
not the first time Carl 
has won this game.
        The last game of the evening was for couples.  We 
had three brave couples step up to the plate (or the rope) 
to play this game: Greg and Denise Wilkinson, Lenny 
and Anne Olson and Mike and Allison Verbos.  Each 
couple stood back to back inside a piece of rope tied in a 
circle.  They had to get the rope up their bodies and over 
the heads without using their hands to win this event.  
Never having seen this done, I was prepared to modify 

the event by having one person use their hands, but 
there was no need.  Before the other couples got the 
rope to their knees, Mike and Allison had the rope up 
and over their heads.  Even though we saw it being 
done, we are still not quite sure how they did it.  And 
Greg says he and Denise are going to practice this 
game at home so they can win next year.

   I would like to thank Lenny Olson for bringing the 
sound system and supplying the mood music, Nat Gard-
ner and Ben Holeman for donating the prizes, and all 

who came for making it another fun 
MSSRA evening.

Missing Hot Pads?
    If you took a pair of hot pads to 
the Beach Party and are now missing 
them, please call Vivien at 350-8487 
to arrange getting them back.

Party Games
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    Last year many race and Rondy enthusiasts were said 
to see that the Grand Prix was not on the list of events. 
But for 2009 we are happy to find that the Morrison Auto 
Group and GCI Grand Prix will be back! Many are ask-
ing what happened and what can be done to insure that 
the popular event says in the years to come.
    We contacted Susan Duck at Fur Rondy to see what 
we could find out and here is her response:
   “We hated to see it on hiatus but due to scheduling 
and financial difficulties, we had no choice at the time.  
Bring it back has always been a priority and a goal for 
us.  We have a long and shared history with the Alaska 
Sports Car Club partnering to bring this event to life, so 
step one was to renew that partnership and see if we 
could count on their expertise as we have in the past.  
That was the easy part!  They were super excited to give 
it a shot.
   The Morrison Auto Group and GCI Grand Prix requires 
support and cooperation from several Municipal agen-
cies, so finding a way to make it work for them within 
our busy 10 day schedule was key.
  Equally critical was the sponsorship of Morrison Auto 
Group and GCI. Rick Morrison and his team made the 
decision to participate and brought GCI to the table.  
Both organizations have stepped up in many ways that 
exceed their sponsorship contribution and really deserve 
the support in return from the community.
  This is a very popular and very time and resource inten-
sive event that could not happen without the collabora-
tion between the Muni, Morrison Auto Group, GCI and 
Rondy.”

The Grand Prix is BACK!

Action Item!     Action Item!     Action Item!

    Looking for a way to have some more fun in the club? 
Get your hands dirty? We still have some events that 
need chairs or help organizing cars for events. It’s a great 
way to be involved, lean a few things and have fun too! 
So stop in here each month to see the action items from 
our meetings and find out what is in the works.
     •  The Antique Auto Mushers of Alaska are looking for 
convertibles for the Fur Rondy Parade. If interested or for 
more information call Kurt Rhine.
    • After popular response to the Northway article in the 
last issue of the Sun Runner a trip is in the works. KB Bet-
tisworth will chair the event and updates will be printed 
as they arrive. For more information contact KB.

    • NSRA Appreciation day will be May 9, 209 at J&S 
Automotive in Peter’s Creek, look for it in the events cal-
endar. In addition all NSRA Members still have time to 
put their name and number in the new “Fellow Pages” 
for 2009 and 2010. Go to the NSRA web site, follow the 
link to the Fellow pages and fill in the blanks.
www.nsra-usa.com
    • There is a constant processing of trying to pass new  
legislation and of recent a great deal on our loved hobby. 
We receive updates and alerts on the bills and action 
alerts for responding to save our hobby. Look for these 
SEMA Legislative Updates in future Sun Spams.
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Permission for reprinting of poster and map given by Susan Duck

TROUBLE LIGHT: The home mechanic’s own tanning booth. Sometimes called a drop light, it is a good source of 
vitamin D, ‘the sunshine vitamin,’ which is not otherwise found under cars at night. Health benefits aside, its main 
purpose is to consume 40- watt light bulbs at about the same rate that 105mm howitzer shells might be used dur-
ing, say, the first few hours of the Battle of the Bulge. More often dark than light, its name is somewhat misleading. 
The accessory socket within the base, has been permanently rendered useless, unless requiring a source of 117vac 
power to shock the mechanic senseless.

See 
you 

at the 
Races!

You’re
ad

here!
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Swap Shop
Winter Driver - ’74 Ford F150 4X4, less than 
2,000 on new 390, new clutch, rebuilt 4 speed 
trans, front disc, rear drum, body sort of rough, 
$1,800. OBO Barry at 952-9603

1930 Ford 2 DR Phaeton - GM Torch Red, Chassis 
by Chassie Engineering, 350 Chevy with 350 turbo 
transmission, Ron Francis wiring, VDO gages, Geni 
Shifter, AM/FM/CD stereo system, Ford 8” rear end, 
Jet Coated headers, tweed custom interior, and dual 
tanks. Car is very clean top to bottom. Car is in 
California and shipping to Seattle is possible. Asking 
$28,000. Call Harold Rounds at 909-936-1840 days 
or 909-795-8787 
nights. Additional 
photos on the MSSRA 
Web site at www.
MidnightSunSRA.
org (08/08) PRICE 
REDUCED!

1957 Buick Riviera Special 2 Dr HT - A divorce 
forces me to sell it.  I’m hoping to find an owner 
that will appreciate it as much as I have.  In return it 
will give you great pleasure in driving her.  If my Ex 
had brought me as much pleasure I might still have 
been married to her... Ha ha.
   The car is located in Palmer,  Alaska and can be 
easily shipped anywhere in the world from the port 
of Anchorage.  I can help arrange shipping as I have 
sold a few car in the past and have references from 
the buyers if you would like. Otto, 745-4670, crz_
otto@yahoo.com. (02/09)

“Cash for Clunkers” 
Program Rejected
SEMA Action Network

    In recent weeks, thousands of SEMA members and 
SEMA Action Network (SAN) enthusiasts responded 
to a call for action urging lawmakers to reject a 
Cash for Clunkers program as part of the economic 
stimulus being drafted in Congress.  Your efforts were 
successful.  Both the House and Senate versions of 
the bill are “clunker-free.”  Congratulations!
    Two proposals were put forth and then withdrawn 
during the Congressional debate.  The first was a $8 
billion program targeting SUVs and pickup trucks of 
any year that make less than 18 mpg such as Chevy 
Silverados, Dodge Rams, Ford F-Series and Jeep 
Wranglers.  The second would have provided $16 
billion worth of cash vouchers to individuals making 
less than $50,000 a year ($75,000 for families) who 
allowed their turned-in cars to be destroyed.  A Cash 
for Clunker proposal may reemerge later this year.  
SEMA will remain vigilant in educating legislators 
on the need to oppose programs that do not spur car 
sales, reduce emissions or raise fuel economy.
    The Senate economic stimulus bill includes a 
SEMA-supported amendment allowing taxpayers to 
claim a tax deduction for car-loan interest payments 
and excise taxes when they buy a new car in 2009.  
If enacted in the final stimulus bill, the provision 
should provide a healthy boost to auto sales. 
Members of Congress recognize that our industry 
played an important role in scrapping a federal Cash 
for Clunkers program.  SEMA thanks all member 
companies and SAN enthusiasts who donated their 
time and effort to contact legislators.  Your voice 
helps protect our industry and hobby.

Printed with permission from the SEMA Action 
Network. Please visit their website at: www.
semasan.com            
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Swap Shop ads are a free service of the Sun Runner and the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association for it’s members and other indi-
viduals who wish to advertise an item or vehicle for sale. Advertisements are printed on a space available basis and will run for 
two issues unless editor is contacted to stop the ad early or run it longer. Contact Heather Ann Heusser, Editor of the Sun Runner, at 
akchevygirl@mtaonline.net or call her at 841-5312. All phone numbers listed are area code 907 unless otherwise noted.

1965 Cadillac Eldorado Convertible - I have had this 
car for over 20 years and it is almost a part of me,  
a divorce forces me to sell it.  The car is located in 
Palmer,  Alaska and can be easily shipped anywhere 
in the world from the port of Anchorage.  I can help 
arrange shipping as I have sold a few car in the past 
and have references from the buyers if you would 
like.
   I’m Asking $20,000 US dollars and feel the price 
is fair,  Appraisals on a 1965 Eldorado run between 
$19,700 for the low and $54,400 on the high.  This 
cars value falls somewhere in the middle.  I need to 
sell it and understand the cost of shipping so have 
priced it accordingly.  If you are interest contact 
me and I will supply more information and answer 
any questions you might have.   I also have a 1957, 
Buick,  1933 Chevy Hot Rod Roadster, and a one 
of a kind hand built custom car for sale.  Will make 
a package deal on all if your interested. Otto, 745-
4670, crz_otto@yahoo.com. (02/09)

1933 Chevy Hot Rod - I’m Asking $20,000 US dollars 
and feel the price is fair,  It was a Coupe which has 
been converted to a Roadster,  All Steel  Body,  all 
original wood has also been replace with steel.  429 
Cubic inch Cadillac  motor,  (1964),   connected to 
a Buick 400  HD transmission.  Rear End is A 9 inch 
Ford with 3:58 gears.   Built as an Old  School / Rat 

Rod in appearance,  this car was also built for long 
lasting durability.  The  inside body, underside and 
trunk have been coated with a Bedliner material 
making it stronger and more weatherproof.  It has 
a 6 way electric seat.  Paint is DP 90 epoxy, and 
would be easy to repaint if you like to wax cars.  
This one was built to drive and enjoy.
    I need to sell it and understand the cost of shipping 
so have priced it accordingly.  If you are interest 
contact me and I will supply more information and 
answer any questions you might have.   I also have 
a 1957, Buick,  1965 Cadillac Eldorado, and a one 
of a kind hand built custom car for sale.  Will make 
a package deal on all if your interested. Otto, 745-
4670, crz_otto@yahoo.com. (02/09)

1951 Flathead Ford V8 Engine - This engine runs 
and lives in my 1951 Mercury. This spring the 
flathead V8 will be pulled and replaced with a 
modern engine. Why? I wanted more horses and 
an automatic transmission. The original overdrive-
manual transmission is included. After researching 
E-Bay and Craigs List, I am asking $1500.00 OBO
Call me if you have questions. Chadde Ogren 677-
0606 (02/09)
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Do you have a 
digital camera?

Do you enjoy talking to 
other car enthusiasts?

Do you come out 
to the summer 

events and shows?

Do you enjoy 
photography?

Then we have a job for you! We 
are looking for a photographer 
for the 2010 MSSRA Calendar!

For more information contact Ray the Car Nut at 
alaskacarnut@yahoo.com
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Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except 
business cards) running multiple issues receives a 10% 
discount per month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap 
Shop automotive related classified ads from individuals, 
non MSSRA events listed in the monthly calender.

Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per isue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3.5” x 2”) $35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4” x 3.5”) $50 for 12 issues

MSSRA STUFF FOR SALE

MSSRA
Window Decals

$1

MSSRA T-Shirts
Black or Gray

$20 for Non-Memebrs
$15 for Members

Long Sleeve Shirts
$23 for Non-Members 

$18 for Members

NEW!!
MSSRA License Plate Frames

$12

2009 MSSRA Calendars!
Only $5

Contact
Ray Elleven at 337-5860

Next time you need something remember our advertisers who support us!

SOLD
 

OUT!



MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, AK 99509

If your newsletter has an orange mark through 
the address your dues are overdue!

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

2009 Board of Directors

Ben Holeman
Erik Johnson
Ray Elleven
Butch VonLolhoffel

Deadline for the next Sun Runner is March 4, 2009.
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