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     Ed Peace, UAA’s general automotive program 
instructor passed away May 25 at the age of 68. Un-
known to the majority of his students Mr. Peace had 
been fighting an extended battle with lung cancer.
     Ed left behind a lasting impression on those who 
where fortunate enough for their paths to cross. 
Many of the MSSRA members may remember him 
from the UAA AAA Skills Competition & Car Show, 
he was always watching the students, helping with 
the BBQ and grinning from ear to ear. His compas-
sion for teaching went far beyond that of any job 
description and so did his reach for his students. 
Fellow instructors can be heard commenting on the 
good he did for the program and how much he will 
be missed.
     He wanted the courses available to all students, 
even accommodating those who were not in a pro-
gram, but wanted to learn for their own knowledge 
base. He made it enjoyable for students and en-
couraged a positive and social learning experience. 

There were barbe-
cues and morning 
doughnuts, orange 
juice and coffee 
on the weekends. 
He cared for his 
students and even 
looked out for them 
as if they were his 
children.
     One concern 
from the few ladies 
in the course was 
the antiquated women’s rest room. Noted by one 
student it “was a janitor’s closet with a shower cur-
tain for a door.” Peace took on the challenge, show-
ing the “closet” to everyone of interest. 
     Peace was active in the community, mentor-
ing at the Military Youth Academy and working with 
middle and high school age students to encourage 
a love and understanding of automobiles. He never 
allowed his battle with cancer to show to his stu-
dents. Up to the last semester he took on a full class 
load and refused to allow anyone to take over his 
lectures. He always felt best with his students.
     Ed’s passing leaves a huge gap in the automotive 
program; it will not be the same without him.
     Ed has been noted as one of Alaska’s greatest 
experts regarding automotives. A scholarship for au-
tomotive students at UAA has been established in 
his name, set up by friends, former students, fellow 
faculty and employees of UAA. On August 25, an 
auction will be held, included in it many of Peace’s 
tools, will all the proceeds will go toward endowing 
his scholarship.

A Teaching Legend
by Heather Ann Heusser

Ed Peace during an interview with KTUU Sept. 2007
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Calendar

     Are you receiving the Sun Spam, the weekly e-mail notice 
of upcoming events and other important news?
     If not, send an e-mail to MidnightSunSRA@yahoo.com and 
ask to sign up for Sun Spam.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Heather Ann & Shawn Heusser
tied the knot June 7th!
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July
July 19 - Alaska Sales & Service Car Show, Wasilla, 12pm - 4pm,
A Valley Cruzers event

Jul 20 - Mustang Club of Alaska Car Show, Creekside Chevron 
12:00pm, for more info call Charles at 227-3832

Jul 26 & 27 - Summer Car Show
Morrison Auto Group on Dimond
An Antique Auto Musher’s of Alaska event

Jul 26 - Valley Trash Show-N-Shine
Alpine Historical Park, Sutton
www.49thStateStreetRodders.com

Jul 27 - Peanut Farm Car Show at Old Seward & International
A Peanut Farm event

August
Aug 2 - Chugiak Senior Center Car Show
Trophies, prizes, and lots of fun! 11:00am - 3:00pm
For more info call 688-2608, a Chugiak Senior Center Event

Aug 2 - Pre-Show & Shine Car Show, 6pm - 9pm
McDonalds on Dimond at Jewel Lake, a MSSRA event

Aug 3 - 30th Annual Jay Ofsthun Memorial Show & Shine
9am - 5pm, on the Anchorage Park Strip, a MSSRA event

Aug 5 - MDA Summer Camp, ff you want to have the time of 
your life letting these kids ride Shot Gun come down to the 
Birchwood Airport! A MSSRA event

Aug 9 - Fall Auto Parts Swap Meet
Contact Victor Knott at 349-7228, a MSSRA event

Aug 9 - Truck Show at the Museum
Museum of Alaska Transportation & Industry, Wasilla
For more info call MATI at 376-1211
www.museumofalaska.org



     The Sun Runner is back in print every month! I’d 
like to thank Ray Elleven, the former editor, and all 
the board members for giving me the opportunity to 
put out the newsletter. 
     I must apologize, it has taken me many months 
to get this first issue out, but you can expect a new 
one  about the 15th of every month now!
     In Ray’s own words he “started with his first issue 
in February 1990, using an XT computer with a basic
word processing program, no spell check, and no 
hard drive!” After 17 years he decided it just wasn’t 
quite as much fun anymore and retired as editor, 
but remains active in the club - and my lifeline 
when I have a question! So I’ll accept your torch 
and run forward with it, hopefully not getting too

     First off I’d like to thank Heather Heusser for 
taking on the job of doing the newsletter and con-
grats to her and Shawn on their recent marriage, 
best wishes to you both. And a big thank you to Judy 
Kesler for doing the web site and thanks to Ray El-
leven for keeping up with the Sun Spams.
     So far its been a sun-less summer, but ya gotta 
get out there and enjoy it anyway. The sun did make 
it out for the rumble, I prayed hard! And we had a 
pretty nice day for the Kool Kruise and a good turn 
out. Chunky and I have enjoyed the TGIF Wednes-
day night Show & Shines and the Thursday night 
cruises, Chunky likes being on the road, he’s a beast 
to drive.
     Hope we have a nice day for the Jay Ofsthum 
Show & Shine on the Park Strip August 3rd and Hot 
Summer Nights in Palmer the following Saturday. 
I’ve seen a few of  you out there cruisins around, 
gotta do it while you can! Old Fords never die!
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Membership ReportPrez Sez
by Nat Gardner
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Back in Business!

2007
Total Members as of Jan 2, 2007
Life Members
New Members
Members Dropped
Total Members as of Dec 31, 2007

2008
New Members
Members Dropped
Total Members as of July 10, 2008

New Members this Month
Ralph & Carmon Moody
Tony & Tammy Gongliewski
Grag & Tarasa Matranga

Kurt Roth
Scott & Cheryl Anderson

Keith & Dorene Lindsey

Dean Halverson
Kris Bayne
Darnell & Yvonne Little
Bernie Edwards Jr
Larry & Beverly Rhymer
Ted & Elaine Richie
Bill Strous

Want a list of all the members? A list with phone num-
bers, addresses, etc.? They are available free of charge to 
members only for non-commercial purposes. Call Ray 
Elleven at 337-5860 or e-mail him at Midnight Sun-
SRA@yahoo.com. He can snail mail you a hard copy or 
e-mail it to you in PDF format.

‘59 Plymouth
‘67 Camaro

‘70 Ford F250 4X4 
‘79 Ford F150 4X4 

‘03 Victory Classic Cruiser
‘79 Camaro

‘65 Mustang Fastback 
‘68 Mustang Coupe

‘38 Chevy Tanker
‘41 Ford 1 1/2 ton Cab Over

‘41 Ford Panel
‘04 Pontiac GTO

‘68 Mustang
‘66 Buick Riviera

‘50 GMC 2 1/2 Ton Truck
‘35 Ford PU

‘07 Shelby Mustang
‘60 Chrysler

 entangled in computer networks, software and 
hardware nightmares in the process. 
    Of course  anyone who wants to help write is 
always wanted and welcome! So let me hear what 
you want to see and what you’re not so joyful of me 
adopting.
     Until the next issue, keep on cruisin’.



     Growing up I can vividly remember my dad’s 1969 
Olds 4-4-2 in our far garage. My Aunt purchased the 
car new in ’69 and many years later gave the car to 
my father as a graduation gift. My dad did a frame-
off restoration in his father’s garage with the help 
of the guys down the street. As the project neared 
completion my parents began dating. Mom recalls 
now helping him clean up the car and get it ready 
for paint. They married and relocated to Atlanta for 
my dad’s job as a A&P mechanic. My grandmother 
tells stores of the car overheating, the floorboards 
burning your feet, and other drivers wanting to race 
my father. The block cracked before I was born and 
never ran since.

     Despite the mechanical issues the car moved 
with us from Georgia to Washington State and then 
finally Alaska. As a small child I never gave it a 
second look. As the years went on my dad told me 
everyone needed to learn to drive a manual so I’d 
learn how to drive in the 4-4-2. Years moved on and 
all the moving the car saw was from one side of 
the garage to the other as space was need for other 
toys.
     Then in 2001 my parents divorced. He didn’t have 
to sell it, but my mom said she’d only house it for up 
to a year while he found a new place to store it. He 
couldn’t find affordable storage arrangements so he 
put it for sale. It was sold the first day. I remember 
when they came to take her away; it was cold and 
snowing. The tires were so dry rot that they filled them 
with as much air as they could and then dragged it 
down the driveway to load her on a flat bed. The 
parts were then loaded and I soon discovered my 
father had all the parts to get her running again, just 

not the time and money to do so. I watched history 
go down the drive that day. What may have one day 
been a father-daughter project was lost.
     I told myself I’d find that car again and bring 
it home, if not the exact same car then the same 
year and model. As I grew and so did my research 
I discovered just how hard that was going to be. 
I found cars in much worse shape than my dad’s 
going for three times what he sold it for. My hopes 
dwindled of finding the car, and even if I did I told 
myself I could never afford it if the new owner had 
restored it. 
     Eight years later I find myself on a plane home 
to Pittsburgh; my grandfather is in the hospital. I 
arrived in Pittsburgh Saturday afternoon and Pap 
passed away the next day. It was a very difficult 
day for me and the family. I tried to remember the 
wonderful memories we had together and that now 
he wasn’t in pain anymore. Less than 12 hours 
after pap passed I received a call from Shawn just 
hysterical. 
     His friend Matt had found a 1969 Olds 4-4-2 
for sale on Craigslist and called my then soon-to-be 
husband about it knowing I had been keeping my 
open for one. When Shawn had called the seller to 
inquire about the car all the answers pointed to it 
being the same car my father sold years before. The 
seller’s story matched the one I had told Shawn over 
and over. She even still has the Georgia DOT sticker 
still on the windshield, he had not touched it - it 
looked the same as the day my dad sold it.
     When I found out I just cried. I knew that was 
pap. Nobody but him could have made this happen. 
I know he’s there.
     Now the Gray Ghost is home.
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Gray Ghost
by Heather Ann Heusser
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1957 Chevy Bel Air - We are leaving Alaska July 8th 
to move to Illinois. I have a gorgeous 57 Chevy Bel 
Air 2 DR hard top sport coupe that I would like to 
sell in the next few days.
   It has a new 383 aluminum head stroker motor, 
700R4 trans, 3:73 Eaton posi rearend, rack and 
pinion steering, front disc brakes with 2” drop 
spindles, tubular upper A arms, March perf 
serpentine belt system, Ididit Chrome tilt steering 
column, B&M shifter, aluminum center column, 
trick interior, Budnik Steering wheel, all polished 
aluminum radiator support, radiator and condensor 
combo, Boyd Coddington wheels 18” rear 17” front 
with new Bridgestone tires, all new glass, felts, seal, 
emblems, Paint turquoise with white roof (20K) , 
sail panels and on and on.
     I have over 70K in receipts and it was appraised 
last week at $68,200 when finished at Classic Auto 
Rebuilders which just cost me 30K. According to 
NADA retail this car is worth over 80K. I am asking 
58K OBO which is a smoking deal.
     If you could please spread the word it would be 
greatly appreciated. Please call me on my Cell 632-
8937 Thanks! Pat Lopetrone (06/08)

1967 Buick 300 block – Block has been hot tanked & 
magna-fluxed, bored 20 over, 0 decked, honed and 
line board with ARP main studs, new cam bearings 
& freeze plugs installed, and painted Buick blue. 
My build sheet shows the machine work alone $875 
then the ARP 
bolts on top 
of that. Asking 
$250. Please 
call Heather 
at 841-5312 
(07/08)

Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association for it’s members and other indi-
viduals who wish to advertise an item or vehicle for ale. Advertisements are printed on a space available basis. Contact Heather 
Ann Heusser, Editor of the Sun Runner at akchevygirl@mtaonline.net or call her at 841-5312. All phone numbers listed are area 
code 907 unless otherwise noted.

Swap Shop

“If it don’t fit force it, 

if it breaks it needed 

replaced anyway”
MSSRA won a prize for the ‘vehicles’ class in 
the Chugiak Parade!

We Won, We Won!
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MSSRA STUFF FOR SALE

MSSRA T-Shirts
Black or Gray

$20 for Non-Memebrs
$15 for Members

Long Sleeve Shirts
$23 for Non-Members 

$18 for Members

NEW!!
MSSRA License Plate Frames

Contact
Ray Elleven at 337-5860

MSSRA
Window Decals

$1

MSSRA
Window Decals

$1

Vanity Plates

If  you see a cool plate, snap a picture and send 
it to the Sun Runner. Remember to include who 
the owner is and vehicle.
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Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except 
business cards) running multiple issues receives a 10% 
discount per month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap 
Shop automotive related classified ads from individuals, 
non MSSRA events listed in the monthly calender.

Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per isue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3.5” x 2”) $35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4” x 3.5”) $50 for 12 issues



MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, AK 99509

If there is a red mark on your mailing label, 
this is your last newsletter

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

2008 Board of Directors

Nat Gardner
Mark Brenton
Bob Pillion
Butch VonLolhoffel

Deadline for the next Sun Runner is August 5, 2008.


