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Next Meeting
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 28, 2006 7:00 PM

always the 4th Tuesday of the month

University of Alaska-Anchorage
Need directions?

Call Wayne Morrison at 344-8445

The MSSRAAnnual Christmas Party will be return-
ing to Eddies Sports Bar at 6300 Old Seward just south
of Dowling. It will be on Thursday December 21. The
evening kicks off with an Attitude Adjustment Hour at
6 PM with dinner at 6:30 PM.

On the menu will consist of salad, veggie roll, baked
potato, halibut and prime rib served buffet style. All of
this for only $26.00 per person.

After dinner we will announce our MAMA (Most
Active Member Award) winner. This is a traveling
award, which was won last year by Nat Gardner, who
has the dubious honor of selecting this year’s winner.

We will also be presenting the Rubber Hammer
Award. This award is also selected by last year’s win-
ner, Butch VonLolhoffel, to a member who had car
trouble during an organized event this year. This was a
rough year with seven candidates for the award.
• Steve Hill who had an oil leak returning home form
NSRAAppreciation Day

Christmas Party
• Ed Park engine died on the way home from NSRA
Appreciation Day
• Rick Nissan who lost a valve train in his ’68 Camaro
at the KOOL Kruz
• Nathan & LuAnn Victory Ran out of gas after Wee
Bee’s Thursday Night Cruise
• Ted Cadman who lost a transmission on this years first
Thursday Night Cruise
• Tim Smith who blew an engine in his Karman Gia
after the Rumble
• Ben Koerber who ran out of gas in his ‘55 Dodge after
the Rumble
• And Tim Smith again who lost an axle bearing in his
’66 VW Bus on his way to Hot Summer Nights.

If you know of other candidates for the Rubber Ham-
mer Award, contact Butch and let him know.

No Christmas party would be complete without our
ever-popular Auction of Honorable Oriental Ancestry,
formally known as the ChineseAuction. Here’s how it’s
played.

Everyone attending the party brings a wrapped gift
valued at least $20.00. All of the players draw a num-
ber. Number one goes to the tree and picks a gift, opens
it, and shows it to everyone. Number two has a choice
of the open gift or going to the tree for an unopened gift.
Then number three and so on. There is a limit of three
times a gift can be traded.

After the Auction, hang around and dance your feet
off to sounds of Bruke Faulk and the Blue Dog Band.

Contact Ben Holeman at 337-7345 if you need more
information.
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Ray Elleven, Editor
KB & Robin Bettisworth
Fold, Staple, & Stampers

The Sun Runner is the official publica-
tion of the Midnight Sun Street Rod As-
sociation of Anchorage, Alaska and is
published most months by the Sun
Runner’s Elite Staff. Unless otherwise
noted, all articles are written by the edi-
tor, Ray Elleven. If you find a mistake in
this issue, please consider it could be
there for a purpose. The Sun Runner
staff tries to print something for every-
one and some people are always look-
ing for mistakes!

DISCLAIMER: We print just enough of
the truth to support interesting articles.
Most quotes are what should have been
said.

All material contained herein may be
ripped off, reprinted, or published in an-
other publication provided appropriate
credit is given.

The Sun Runner is available with mem-
bership dues. Any inquires should be
sent to the address below.

SUN RUNNER
Subscription Department

P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

www.MidnightSunSRA.org

SUBSCRIBING TO THE
THREE E’S OF JOURNALISM.

EDUCATE, ENTERTAIN, AND ENFORM

SUN RUNNER

• Nov 28 Election of Officers
• Dec 21 - MSSRA Christmas Part

at Eddies Sports Bar

2007 EVENTS

• Mar 18-9 - Alaska Motorcycle Show
Egen Convention Center

• Apr 27-29 - Alaska Custom Car & Cycle
at the Harry J. McDonald Memorial Center located in Eagle River
Presented by Performance Promotions 566-2346

• May 5 - Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet, 9 am to 4 pm
Contact Victor Knott at 349-7228

• May 4-5 - Fairbanks Alaska Hot Rides & Chopper Show
Presented by Performance Promotions 566-2346

• May 12 - NSRA Appreciation Day
Car Quest in Eagle River

• May 19 - KOOL Cruise
Meet at the Northway Mall 8:00 AM then at Noon
Cruise to Alaska Raceway Park

• Jun 8 - Colony Day’s Car Show
6 pm to 9 pm Palmer

• Jun 9 - Colony Day’s Parade
Downtown Palmer

• Jun 21 - Summer Solstices Rumble
5 pm to 10 pm at Mirror Lake

• Jul 4 - Independence Day Parades
in Seward, Anchorage, & Chugiak

• Jul 13 - Bear Paw Car Show
Eagle River, 6 pm to 9 pm

• Jul 14 - Bear Paw Parade
Eagle River

• Jul 14 - Lenny & Anne’s 7th Annual Pig Nic
Lenny cooks the pig, we bring a side dish

• Jul 22 - Corvette Club Ronald McDona
• Aug 4 - Pre-Show & Shine Car Show

McDonalds on Diamon at Jewel Lake
• Aug 5 - 29th Annual Jay Ofsthun Memorial Show & Shine

on the Anchorage Park Strip
• Aug 8 - MDA Summer Camp

Birchwood Airport
• Aug 11 - Fall Auto Parts Swap Meet

Contact Victor Knott at 349-7228
• Aug 11 - Hot Summer Nights

Palmer 6 pm to 10 pm
a Valley Cruzer’s Event

• Sep 8 - Freedom Flag Run
a Valley Cruzer’s Event

Something to do Department of Corrections

Last months Sun Runner
failed to mention that Suz
Troutman won Best Classic with
her ’57 Chevy.

Bill Hudman was the winner
of the Rejected Award and the
Burn Out Contest.

Can a turkey jump higher than the Empire State Building?
Yes - a building can’t jump at all!



SUN RUNNER NOVEMBER 2006 PAGE 3

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Life Members 10
Members 163
Total Members as of December 31, 2005 191
New Members Since January 1, 2006 32
Members Dropped 25
Total Members as of November 15, 2006 198

New Members This Month
None

Prospects
None at this time

Want a list of all the members? A list with phone numbers,
address, etc.? They are available to members only for non com-
mercial purposes. Call Ray Elleven at 337-5860 or email him at
MidnightSunSRA@yahoo.com. He can mail it to you or e-mail
it in a PDF format.

Pres Sez
by
Bob Pillion

Thursday Night Fights

Jim Patton Promotions and Jerry Miller have given
MSSRAa table with 10 seats for each and every Thurs-
day Night Fight this season. MSSRA plans to sell those
seats, a value of $30 per seat, and donate it to a char-
ity.

If you would like to join a group or book the whole
table, contact our President Bob Pillion.

Hello everybody. Here we are closing in on the end
of another year. It’s been a fast year for me and here it
is voting time already. The nomination committee has
a list of potential nominees for all to choose from for
the upcoming year. I am hoping we have a good
turnout for the November membership meeting to help
make this a fun and spirited vote. Remember, vote
early and often.

Recently some of our club members took advantage
of Jerry Miller’s good graces and took him up on the
invitation to the Thursday Night at the Fights. Jerry
has offered a table for the remaining Thursday Night
Fights for 2006 with the proceeds of that table going to
the Ronald McDonald House. Let us know if you’re
interested.

Our Christmas Party is fast approaching and will be
held at Eddies Sports Bar on the old Seward Highway.
Put December 21st on your calendar. That’s a Thurs-
day night and I hope to see many of you there. Please
call Ben Holeman if you have any questions about the
Christmas Party. Also, please help us all by supporting
the Christmas Party and by coming out to vote.

If you haven’t heard yet we lost Corky Alkestad
recently. I want to extend my warmest regards and
deepest empathies to Corky’s family and friends.
Corky was a long time classic car enthusiasm like
many of us and will be sorely missed.

As always, remember to keep the shiny side up.

Duane Clausen chaired this year’s nomination com-
mittee and came up with a potential slate of officers for
the November election.

Bruce Main has been nominated for President. Bruce
has previous served as Vice President, Treasurer, and has
been active in many club activities.

There are two candidates for Vice Present. Last years’
President and two time Vice President Bob Pillion wants
his old job back. Bob has also been active on many of
the club activities.

Challenging Bob is three time previous Vice Presi-
dent is Nat Gardner who has also been very active in
club activities and twice winner of the MostActive Mem-
ber Award.

Butch VonLolhoffel will be running for his second
term as Treasurer. Guess he doesn’t have his new garage
finished.

Wayne Morrison announced he will not seek a sec-
ond term as Secretary and the Nomination Committee
has not recommended a candidate.

There you have it, the slate of officers recommended
by the Nominating Committee. Now this doesn’t pre-
vent anyone else from being nominated at the Novem-
ber meeting, in fact, the more candidates the better.And,
nominees need not be present to win, if you don’t want
to be nominated for Secretary, be there to defend your-
self.

2007 Elections
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MSSRA member and lifelong Palmer resident Gor-
don Lee “Corky” Aklestad, 65, died Nov. 13, 2006, at
Providence Alaska Medical Center in Anchorage after a
brief illness.

Born July 7, 1941, Cork born and raised in Palmer.
He went on to have a successful career in the auto parts
industry with APEC and NAPA for 40 years. He was
best-known for his commitment to his family, his suc-
cess in business, his wide array of hobbies, including
flying, going to the family cabin, motor home trips, vis-
iting, staying busy with (many) projects ... and spending
time with his many friends and family.

Cork had several classic cars but he is best know by
MSSRA members for his collection of ’57 Fords which
included a turquoise retraceable, a black convertible once
owned by Reggie Jackson and was the last KFQD Sticker
Car, and his latest ’57, a black and white police car rep-
lica.

“His community service could be seen in his com-
mitment to the Palmer chapters of both the Moose and
Elks Lodges. He was always extremely generous when

Corky Aklestad
1941 - 2006

KB and Robin Bettisworth and their crew did a great
job organizing this years’ Thursday Night Cruises and
two events really standout. When one of the locations
cancelled on us, Lone Star Steak House called at the last
minute and they were able to accommodate 35 hungry
street rodders on short notice and give a gift certificate
for our drawing. We even had reserved parking! Thanks
Lone Star.

The final cruise was at Ramon’s and what a final it
was. Nick the manager not only gave a $20 gift certifi-
cate for our regular drawing but raised the bar another
level by checking out the cool cars in the parking lot and
giving another gift certificate to his favorite car, on the
parking lot - a blue ’55 Chevy! Thanks Ramon’s.

2007 MSSR
Calandars Available

The 2007 limited edition
calendar is now available for
only $3.00. This year’s com-
mittee chair took all the pho-
tos and with the help of his
committee came up with 12
outstanding photos.

Art work accomplished by
Sergei Shiryayev who really
gave this year’s calendar a
flair onto its own.

Get yours at the next meet-
ing, the Christmas party, or by
contacting one of the officers.

asked to help with any charity or fundraiser that sup-
ported his community. He will be sincerely missed by
family and friends from all over the country.”

He is survived by his wife and best friend of 41 years,
Jane; mother, Lorraine Hermon; stepfather, Fritz
Hermon; siblings and spouses, Ronald and JudyAklestad
and Karen and Jimmie McNeese; children and spouses,
Darren and Christine Aklestad of Katy, Texas; daughter,
Lisa and Eric Peterson of Seattle and Grant and Susie
Dunnigan of Palmer; grandchildren, Laurel, Gunnar, Kai
and Hannah; and many nieces and nephews.

Donations may be directed to the Arthritis Founda-
tion and Boy Scouts of America.

Corky with his ‘57 Ford Police Car replica before the
“Donut Patrol” logo was painted on the doors.

Cruise Wrap Up
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Swap Shop
Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the Mid-
night Sun Street Rod Association for it’s members and other
individuals who wish to advertise an item or vehicle for sale.
Advertisements are printed on a space available basis. Contact
Ray Elleven, Editor of the SUN RUNNER at the address lo-
cated elseplace in this newsletter or call him at 337-5860. All
phone numbers listed are area code 907 unless otherwise noted.

1964 Cadillac Car Couch - Open to offers. Call Otto at 746-4670
1938 Studebaker President – Straight eight engine, car is in ex-
cellent condition. $25,000 obo. Call Ray Kiser at 822-5396. (11/06)
1979 25’ Air Stream Trailer - Excellent condition, $15,000. Call
Ray Kiser at 822-5396. (11/06)
1971 CHEVELLE SS - complete frame off restoration just fin-
ished. This car is best described as brand new inside and out. This
is a top quality car that will win many trophies. Along with the car
goes many “spare” parts including the original factory SS wheels.
$35,000.00 For details call Tim in Wasilla 907-841-5253 or email
outsidemt@yahoo.com (10/06)
1976 AMC Pacer – Here’s something different. 6 Cylinder engine
with a three speed on the floor and a posi rear end. Call KB at 276-
7862 (9/06)
1982 Camaro - T-Top, 305 engine, only $2,996 Call 223-8523 cell
or 569-0211 home. (8/06)
WANTED Looking for heated secure storage/garage bay for my
Roadrunner for this winter. Jim 333-4462 (8/06)
1970 GTO – a really nice car, Only $25,000 call Bill Payton at
561-2090. (8/06)
1995 CHEVY ONE-TON DUALLY CREW CAB - $10,000
MATCHING 42' HAULMARK FIFTH-WHEEL ENCLOSED
TRAILER - Triple-axle with $13,000.00
PACKAGE PRICE $21,000.00
CALL 907-399-4600 or 907-235-4861 or e-mail:
homerakguy@yahoo.com (8/06)
1977 Ranchero GT. - 30,000 miles on rebuilt 351/400. Well pre-
served, excellent for project. Includes replacement front end and
fender, shop manuals, other extras. $1950 OBO. Call (8/06)

Michael at 258-2877 or email michael@9hats.com
1999 RT10 Viper – V-10 engine, 6 speed, and only 57,000 miles
on this black beauty. $40,000. Call Ray Agen at 230-8073. (7/06)

Everyone is doing there winter projects now so, what
better time to have a safety inspection. While your car is
down and you have it all apart, call your NSRA Safety
Inspector or myself to come over and look at where you
have run your brake lines and fuel lines etc., Either Paul
Moll or I can answer your questions and maybe even
help, (Paul don’t shoot me yet).

The November 2006 Street Scene column Safety First
by Dan DeBono brings up a story that isn’t trying to get
you to by new tires every 5 years, but make you aware
that something could happen.

Seemingly good tires over 5 years old have been
known to come apart suddenly, sometimes with cata-
strophic results. This has prompted the NSRA Safety
Division to make everyone aware of a potential prob-
lem.

There is a date code stamped on the inside edge of
the tire next to the rim. Find the raised capital letters
DOT cast into your tire.Afollowing series of letters iden-
tifies the manufacturer and plant then the next series of
numbers are the week and year of manufacture. The
code before 2000 is three digits and 2000 and after four
digits. For Example: 015 - the first week of 1995, 1705
- the seventeenth week of 2005.

It seems that after about five years of age the problem
starts to increasingly show up. Visit the following
website: wikipedia.org/wiki/tire_code for more informa-
tion.

Just got confirmation from The News Group that begin-
ning with the upcoming Christmas issue of CruZin’ Maga-
zine they will distribute at Fred Meyer, Military Exchange
Main Stores, Wal Marts, and local bookstores.

The November/December issue, January/February issue
and the March/April issue will have Alaska event coverage.
Get your copy when they hit the newsstands or better yet,
subscribe today by sending a $25 check to CruZin’ Maga-
zine, PO Box 774, Freeland, WA 98249 or call 360 331-3953
for a credit card order.

NSRA REP
by Lenny Olson

NEWSFLASH
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MSSRA STUFF FOR SALE

MSSRA LICENSE

PLATE PLAQUES

$20.00

2006 JAY OFSTHUN

MEMORIAL SHOW & SHINE

AND PRE-SHOW & SHINE

T-SHIRTS WERE $10.00
NOW ONLY $5.00

MSSRA
WINDOW DECALS

$1.00

CONTACT

RAY ELLEVEN AT 337-5860

MSSRA T-Shirts
Black or Gray

$20.00 EACH ($15.00 EACH FOR MEMBERS)
TANK TOPS

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“Life’s greatest satisfactions – having the last word,
last laugh, and paying the last installment!”

Author Unknown
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Rates

Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per issue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3 1/2"X2") $35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4" by 3 1/2") $50 for 12 issues

Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except
business cards) running multiple issues receive a 10% discount
per month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automo-
tive related classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events
listed in the monthly calender

441-4083



2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT BOB PILLION 688-5887
VICE PRESIDENT BRUCE MAIN 344-1947
SECRETARY WAYNE MORRISON 344-8445
TREASURER BUTCH VONLOLHOFFEL 258-7203
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE DUANE CLAUSEN 522-3180

MIKE SCHOWEN 332-6206
RAY AGEN 344-7526

DEAD LINE FOR THE NEXT SUN RUNNER IS JANUARY 10, 2006

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 92061
ANCHORAGE, AK 99509

IF THERE IS A RED MARK ON YOUR MAILING LABEL,
THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER

Have a Very Happy
Thanksgiving


