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Sun
Runner

When MSSRA was formed in 1973, the club was loosely
organized and mostly a social club. There were very few ac-
tivities, an occasional cruise and since many of the members
were drag racers, several trips to the Polar Raceway in Palmer.

That same year MSSRA a new kid came to town in a
1978 Corvette, his only transportation, who would later join
MSSRA and change it forever. That new kid was Ed Park.
At the time, Ed was, GASP!, an auditor for the Internal Rev-
enue Service. He didn’t have many friends when he trans-
ferred to Anchorage, must have been because of his job. But
that all changed when he joined MSSRA on August 1, 1977.

Ed was also a mover and shaker who helped reshape
MSSRA into the fine organization it is today. Lundy Atkins
had already contacted the NSRA Car Club Division for an
organization kit and implemented our original by-laws. The
next year, Ed took on the task of incorporating us with the
State of Alaska as a Not-For-Profit organization.

Ed was the first editor our newsletter, a position he held
for about 11 years. In 1981 he had a “Name the Newsletter
Contest” which was won by Dan Jetter of the Un-Club in
Denver, Colorado in March of that year. Two things he started
as editor that remain in use today are the title of the President’s
editorial, PREZ SAYS, and the popular RAMBLINS section.

But Ed’s involvement did not stop there. He was instru-
mental in starting: our participation in parades; our now twice
yearly swap meets; the indoor ISCA judged Rod & Custom
Car Shows we produced until 1996; and the one thing he will
always be remembered for, the Show & Shine that he and
Jay Ofsthun started in 1979. All this plus he was president
six times: 1981, 1983, 1985, 1990, 2000, and 2001.

May 22, 1987 Ed ventured into something different. He
was appointed the Alaska State Representative for the Na-
tional Street Rod Association, a position he held until last
month. He remained active with MSSRA serving three of his

MSSRA Pioneer Moves On

six terms as president and participating in many events while
serving as the NSRA State Rep

Ed could not have been so active if not for a supporting
wife. Ed met his wife Claire in 1975 at the old Pines Night
Club. Not the one that was recently converted to doctors of-
fices, but the one that was on the corner of Lake Otis and
Tudor. They were married the next year and started raising
their two children. Joe is attending Missouri Valley College
on a football scholarship and Kendra is in graduate school at
Columbia University in New York City.

Ed and Clair are entering another new venture in their lives.
Like many Sourdoughs, the winters get longer and colder as
we become chronologically gifted. They are packing up their
household goods, the ’78 Corvette that brought Ed to Alaska,
a few other cars, and are moving to Marshal, Missouri where
the winters are mild and the summers are long. Ed’s a life
member so he’ll keep up with us through the newsletter. Hope-
fully, he’ll keep us up-to-date on their new life and the progress
of his 1936 Ford Cabriolet he bought in 1959.

Ed & Claire Park, ready to move on.
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Ray Elleven, Editor

The Sun Runner is the official publica-
tion of the Midnight Sun Street Rod As-
sociation of Anchorage, Alaska and is
published most months by the Sun
Runner’s Elite Staff. Unless otherwise
noted, all articles are written by the edi-
tor, Ray Elleven. If you find a mistake in
this issue, please consider it could be
there for a purpose. The Sun Runner
staff tries to print something for every-
one and some people are always look-
ing for mistakes!

DISCLAIMER: We print just enough of
the truth to support interesting articles.
Most quotes are what should have been
said.

All material contained herein may be
ripped off, reprinted, or published in an-
other publication provided appropriate
credit is given.

The Sun Runner is available with mem-
bership dues. Any inquires should be
sent to the address below.

SUN RUNNER
Subscription Department

P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

www.MidnightSunSRA.org

SUBSCRIBING TO THE
THREE E’S OF JOURNALISM.

EDUCATE, ENTERTAIN, AND ENFORM

SUN RUNNER

Get
Well

Soon!

• Jul 29 - Elks Car Show
Eagle River Elks Lodge Noon to 4 PM
an Anchorage Corvette Association event

• Jul 30 - Car Wars Summer Car Show - 11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Awards, Music, Fun
At Jiffy Lube on Tudor Road

• Jul 30 - Peanut Farm Car Show – 2 PM
On the corner of International & Old Seward

• Aug 3-6 - 37th Annual NSRA Street Rod Nationals
Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville KY

• Aug 5 - Pre-Show & Shine Car Show
• Aug 6 - 28th Annual Jay Ofsthun Memorial Show & Shine
• Aug 9 - MDA Summer Camp

Birchwood Airport
• Aug 12 - Fall Auto Parts Swap Meet

Contact Victor Knott at 349-7228
• Aug 12 - Hot Summer Nights, Palmer 6 pm to 10 pm

A Valley Cruzer’s Event
• Aug 25 - HANGOVER CRUISE

A Valley Cruzer’s Event
• Aug 31-Sep 7 - Cottonwood Creek Mall Car Display - Wasilla
• A Valley Cruzer’s Event
• Sep 9 - Freedom Flag Run – Cruise, Car Show, & BBQ

A Valley Cruzer’s Event
• Sep 9 – Seward Car Show

at the Bear Creek Campground 11 am to 4 pm.
call 907 224-5823 for info

• Sep 23 - Looky Here Cruise

Something to do

For a complete listing of 2006 events, check out or web site!

Department of Corrections
The May edition of the “Sun Runner” had an article on the KOOL KRUZ.
Page 7 incorrectly listed the winner of the Bad to the Bone award. The
correct winner was Mike Leslie’s yellow ’68 Camaro. The “Sun Runner”
staff has been disciplined for this mistake.

Ramblins
Can you believe it, Ray Agen sold his ’36 Ford Coupe! The car is has
been shipped to Reno Navada where the new owner vacations and needed
a car for the local rod runs. He couldn’t have found a better car. Ray used
his proceeds to buy another Viper, this one a 1998 coupe. . . Speaking of
selling cars, Dennis Anderson’s ’49 Ford Panel has a new home. He sold
it to Terry Pfeiger. Rumor has it Terry has resold it. Who’s the new
owner? . . . The Paint Spots Studio & Gallery at 610 W. 2nd Ave has a
painting of Nat Gardner’s ’56 Ford Pick Up, Chunky, for sale. It can be
yours for only $400! A painting Gary Enriques’s ’49 Buick has already
sold. Who knows, maybe your car may be in the gallery some time. . . We
heard from the Sumners and the Hills that they arrived safe and sound at
there new homes. We miss them already

All the members and friends of
MSSRA are wishing Butch
VonLolhoffel’s father a speedy
recovery. Butch’s Father recently
suffered a stroke.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Life Members 10
Members 163
Total Members as of December 31, 2005 191
New Members Since January 1, 2006 24
Members Dropped 26
Total Members as of July 15, 2006 189

New Members This Month
Kurt & Lilyan Jarmer ’55 Chevy PU
Mitch & Jeane Mitchell ’51 Ford

’62 T-Bird
‘68 ShelbyMustang

Mike Leslie ’68 Camaro
Mike & Cathy Girard Mihalka ’61 Chevy Bel Air
Jim & Joyce Wojciehowski ’69 1/2 Road Runner
Dave & Linda Hutchings ’32 Nash
Sonny & Evelyn Knutson ’63 Thunderbird

’68 El Camino
Heather McGee ’63 Studebaker
Gail Stafford ‘70 Monte Carlo

Prospects
None at this time

Pres Sez
by
Bob Pillion

Want a list of all the members? A list with phone numbers,
address, etc.? They are available to members only for non com-
mercial purposes. Call Ray Elleven at 337-5860 or email him at
MidnightSunSRA@yahoo.com. He can mail it to you or e-mail
it in a PDF format.

Where is the time going? The Rumble is history and
we are fast approaching the 2006 Jay Ofsthun Show
and Shine. Always the first Sunday in August, this
year the Show and Shine is on August 6th. With the
growth of this event each year, I fully expect to see us
get close to 400 cars. Hope so.

I’m not trying to speed things up here but we’ve had
a very busy year and we now have 6 events during the
last week of July. Check the club’s web site
www.MidnightsSunSRA.org for details.

While trying to maintain our traditional events such
as the Beach Party, Summer Solstice Party, various
parades, Otto’s Picnic, and Lenny and Anne Olson’s
Pignic the club does seem to have been approached
more and more with requests to support independent
functions. Some new events this year are Bailey’s Car
Show, the Pioneer Cruise, and the National Veterans
Wheel Chair Games Other new events this year are
the AJ’s Goodfellas Show in Wasilla, Jiffy Lube Car
Show, and a Peanut Farm “reserved spot” car show.
Oh, when will all this fun stop!

A couple of Thank You’s are definitely in order. To
Rick and Kim Nissen, thank you very much for a well
run and a very well received Summer Solstice Party.
We had a good turnout and all seemed to have had a lot
of fun. Planning and leadership are always a key part in
the success of an event and the Rumble was no excep-
tion.

The Pioneer Home Ride Along was also a big hit
according to all reports. A great big thanks go to Bruce
Main and Butch VonLolhoffel for making this happen.
Rumor has it that some MSSRA members attending
the Pioneer Home Ride Along were actually scoping
out there future residence.

Our Thursday Night Cruises have been going quite
well too. The turnouts have been amazing with several
new cars and trucks showing up. Also, except for a
couple of instances, the restaurants we visited
“comped” us a meal to some lucky driver.

Coming up after the Show and Shine is the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association (MDA) event. Each year
several club members along with the Corvette Club
members meet with the MDA kids and provide them
rides. As in the last couple of years we’ll met at the
Birchwood Airport. No words can describe the plea-
sure seen in the faces of any of the MDA kids after
zooming down the taxiway. Look for details in the
Sun Spam and please consider supporting this event.

See ya on the road, shiny side up of course. Oh
yeah, don’t forget to volunteer to help out with the
Show and Shine.

GENTLE THOUGHTS FOR TODAY...

Did you ever notice: The Roman Numerals for forty
(40) are “ XL.”
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A few members fired up their cool cars and cruised
over to the Anchorage Pioneer Home to give a few of
the residents a ride in their cars. After leaving the Pio-
neer Home, they cruised 4th Avenue, Lake Hood, and
finally McDonalds on Dimond & Jewel Lake where ev-
eryone enjoyed an ice cream.

Participating in the cruise were: Brad Tisch, ’56 Ford
Pick Up; Nat Gardner, ’56 Ford Pick Up; Pat Haugh,
‘57 Porsche; Ray Elleven, ’59 El Camino; Butch
Vonlolhoffel, ’66 Comet Cyclone; Duane Clausen, ’71
El Camino; And the event chair, Bruce Main, ‘66 GTO.

A BIG THANKS to Bruce coming up with ideal of
this event and putting it all together.

Pioneer Home
Ride Along

Congratulations on another successful “Summer Sol-
stice Rumble”. The weather was touch and go, a few
sprinkles here and there but for the most part it was a
very nice evening and a good turnout. Due to the fact
there was an accident on the highway which had traffic
backed up forever.

The winner of this year’s “Club With The Most Cars”
went to MSSRA who had 62 cars. Runners up were the
Valley Cruzers with 39 cars, Air Cooled Club with 5
cars, and theAnchorage CorvetteAssociation with 8 Cor-
vettes.

Rick and Kim Nissen would like to take
this opportunity to say thank you to everyone that helped
make the “2006 Rumble” a success. A special thanks
goes out to, Dave Bentley and Kurt Jarmer who cooked
the fine burgers and hot dogs plus the use of their Cruzer
BBQ grill, Rick and Kathy Crow, Dave and Margo Smith,
Bruce Main, Duane Clausen, Wayne Morrison, Jared and
Brie Nissen for their extra efforts, without all of you this
would have been a difficult task to achieve. Thank you
to all the clubs and their members for bringing the side
dishes and deserts for all to enjoy. Last BUT not least
we would like to thank our PREZ Bob Pillion for giving
us the opportunity to chair this event and helping with
trash detail!

Summer Solstice Rumble

Rich & Kim Nissen did an outstanding job of Chairing
the Rumble. Thanks to both of you and your crew.

We received a nice thank you card from the Pioneer
Home.
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Volunteers Needed!

It’s time again to ask for volunteers this year’s Show
& Shine. We are looking for enough volunteers so that
there will be a morning and an afternoon shift.Areas we
need help are:

Ø Morning Set Up
Ø Registration
Ø Parking
Ø Clean Up
Ø T-Shirt Sales

A special request is for someone who can pick up 50
traffic cones and deliver them to Park Strip Sunday morn-
ing. If you want to volunteer, call Ray Elleven at home,
337-5860 to sign up.

Lucky Geri Gillespie is flanked by owner Ron Bailey
and company spokesman Buddy Bailey.

Bailey’s Furniture Store livened up Father’s Day with
a car show at their new store on International & C Street.
Over 50 cars showed up to compete for the one and only
People’s Choice award. But wait, there’s more! Bailey’s
also had a drawing for not one but two recliner rockers.
One was for the car owners and the other was for the
spectators. What a Father’s Day!

Believe it or not, the same person won both the re-
cliner and People’s Choice. That winner was Geri
Gillespie with her customized ’54 Ford! WHAT LUCK!
Congratulations to Geri.

Bailey’s Car Show

MSSRA and the Valley Cruzers had six cars displayed
for the dedication of theAlaska Veterans & Pioneer Home
in Palmer. On display were Rob Ashburn ’28 Ford Tu-
dor; Kurt Jarmer, ’57 Chevy Pick Up; Dave, ’34 Ford
Tudor; Ray Elleven, ’59 Chevy El Camino; Otto Binder,
’34 Dodge Coupe; Suz Troutner, ’57 Chevy.

Alaska Veterans & Pioneer Home
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MSSRA was asked to have a few cars displayed on Town
Square for the National Veterans Wheel Chair Games Block
Party. This was the 26th year for the Games which are held in
different cities each year and probably the only time the games
will be in Anchorage. The participating athletes are military
veterans from World War II to the current Gulf War who are
confined to a wheel chair.

We wanted to have high quality cars for the party and
because of the limited space of Town Square; there was only
room for five cars. “Talking to the veterans and spectators
during the party was very rewarding,” said Duane Clausen.

Channel 11 News had report on the 6:00 pm news. The
reported questioned four of our members but used most of
Ben Holeman’s interview in the story. Ben did us good! It
was a great interview. One of the highlights of the interviews
was when the reported asked Butch Vonlolhoffel to spell his
name. He responded with B – U – T – C – H!

National Veterans Wheel Chair Games

Ben Holeman’s ’57 Chevy Convertible.
Bruce Main’s ’66 GTO and Duane Clausen’s ’71 El
Camino.

Butch Vonlolhoffel’s ’66 Comet Cyclone. Jim Henderson’s ’55 Buick.

If you’re going to have a break down with your wheel
chair, what better place than around a few car guys.
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AJ and Deb Schwichtenberg hosted their First An-
nual Goodfellas BBQ & Car Show to promote their clas-
sic car sales. This was a first class BBQ with ribs,
chicken, and boiled crab. Many of the attendee brought
side dishes making this a complete BBQ.

The Schwichtenberg’s even had a few awards for the
over 50 car owners that showed up. These were not the
typical awards you see other car shows. Oh, there was
the typical Peoples’ Choice and Most Potential, but how
about Best Pipes? He even had a Car Guy Award which
was present to Jerry Miller. CONGRATULATIONS
JERRY!

First Annual Goodfellas
BBQ & Car Show

The best host and hostess in the Valley, AJ and Deb
Schwichtenberg.

Mike Huget & Jan Hendrickson beat
out the competition and to win both
The Best Dressed 60’s Couple and
60’s Dance Contest.

Deb Schwichtenberg and her Mom
did an outstanding job of keeping the
food hot a ready for the many guest.

Peoples’Choice went to Steve & Jan
Miller and their ’61 Bel Air with a
409 engine and a 4 Speed transmis-
sion.

Terry Erikainen’s ’32 Ford Coupe
won Best Pipes

Most Potential went toAlex Costello
and his ’66 Impala

Perry Cowles won Best Pain for his
’32 Ford Zipper
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GOOD ADVICE & OTHER TIDBITS

It’s always darkest before dawn. So if you’re going
to steal your neighbor’s newspaper, that’s the time
to do it.

Hope Cruise

Fred & Janet Schurman ‘80 El Camino; Dave &
Margo Smith, ‘93 Corvette; Duane & Doris Clausen, ’06
Mustang Convertible; Bjarne and Robin Holm; ’95 Cor-
vette; Ray Elleven, ’59 El Camino. Photo by Doris
Clausen all made the long distance cruise to Hope in
June.

After departingAnchorage, they made the traditional
stops in Girdwood and Turnagain Pass rest stop before
arriving in Hope. After lunch at the Rendezvous Café,
they cruised town, the camp ground, then made their way
back to Anchorage.

Talkeetna Cruise
Another long distance cruise was held in July when

we made the trip to Talkeetna. Along the way there was
a stop at the discount tool tent north of Wasilla and at
Bard Tischer’s family homestead just south of Talkeetna.
Once in Talkeetna, the annual Moose Dropping Festival
was in full swing so parking was limited and it was a bit
crowded.

Making the cruise was Bernie Edwards with his friend
Lois in his ’34 Ford Four Door, Lynda Edwards in her
Dad’s ’34 Ford Coupe, Brad Tischer in his ’56 Ford Pick
Up, Nat Gardner in her ’56 Ford Pickup, and Ray Elleven
with Darry Snelson in his ’59 El Camino.

We had a good line up with this year’s Chugiak 4th of
July Parade. Ray Elleven lead off with his ’59 El Camino
followed by Bernie Edwards with his friend Lois in his
’34 Ford Four Door. Brad Tische, ’56 Ford Pick Up; Art
& Jane Keller, ’65 Comet Cyclone; Nat Gardner & her
’56 Ford Pick Up “Chunky”; and Bob & Lynn Pillion,
’66 Buick Rivera made up the rest of the parade.

Ben & Lila Holeman were going to join us with their
white ’57 Chevy Convertible but they were asked to carry
Miss 2006Alaska, which they did. It was a great parade.

4th of July Parade

Ben Holeman with 2006 Miss Alaska Stephanie Pia
Wonchala. You can barley see Lila’s hand in the back-
ground as Bob Pillion looks on.
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Swap Shop
Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the
Midnight Sun Street Rod Association for it’s members and
other individuals who wish to advertise an item or vehicle for
sale. Advertisements are printed on a space available ba-
sis. Contact Ray Elleven, Editor of the SUN RUNNER at
the address located elseplace in this newsletter or call him
at 337-5860. All phone numbers listed are area code 907
unless otherwise noted.

1999 RT10 Viper – V-10 engine, 6 speed, and only 57,000 miles
on this black beauty. Only $40,000. Call Ray Agen at 230-8073. (7/
06)
1975 Buick LeSabre Convertible – V8, Automatic, AM/FM with
8 Track, 75,000 miles. This two owner Fairbanks car is in good
condition with no rust and always garaged. Asking $12,000 OBO,
call 344-3929. (7/06)
318ci Dodge Engine - Complete and was running strong taken out
of a 1986 Dodge pickup and has only 50,000 miles on it. Asking
$350 obo. Contact Gary Rojeski at 245-1700 or 240-4096. (7/06)
1964 Mercedes Benzes 230SL. Call Mitch Mitchell at 246-7826
(7/06)
1958 DeSoto - Yep, it’s got a Hemi. Call Mitch Mitchell at 246-
7826 . (7/06)
1934 Chevy Master Sedan Street Rod - All steel with small block
Corvette L-81 Engine, automatic transmission, independent front
suspension, tilt wheel, and air conditioning. Only $28,500 call Steve
at 440-7141 or e-mail him at h2oguy@acsalaska.net for more info.
(5/06)
1972 Buick Electra 225 Limited - 4D hard top. This is one of the
most fully-optioned ’72 Electras you’ll find. $6500 O.B.O. Call
830-5301. (6/06)
1984 Mustang - Project car, no engine but lots of parts. Clean
body and interior. $300 Call Dan Rock at 338-3496. (6/06)
1972 T-Bird – Rebuilt 460 engine. Good condition, $900. Call Dan
Rock at 338-3496. (6/06)
1967 Dodge Charger – 383 with 440 heads, 727 transmission,
good condition, $8,500. Call Dan Rock at 338-3496. (6/06)
1994 Eagle Talon – all wheel drive, 2.0 turbo engine, sun roof,
power everything, black on black. Call Dan at 338-3496.(6/06)
1927 Nash Series 233 - Rebuilt engine, all work documented! Ex-
cellent condition for it’s age. Call $20,000 Call Dave at 272-2370.
doodlebug1@gci.net (5/06)
1941 Studebaker Commander - 4 door sedan $800 as is, call Jim
at 344-7746 and leave message (5/06)
Transmissions – Turbo 350 and Turbo 400. Call Brett at 522-9693
(5/06)
1988 Corvette Coupe - Dark Brown, New Upholstery and Paint,
Automatic Trans w/less than 60,000 Miles Only $14,000 Call Margo
at 907-333-6993 (5/06)
1975 U-Haul Van – 20 foot box with man door, window in attic,
loading ramps D-Ring tie downs on the floor. Great for car storage
or transport $6,000 Call Kurt at 344-5554. (5/06)

2006 Thursday Night
Cruise Schedule
• We meet at the Sears parking lot at the corner of

Northern Lights & the Seward Highway at 6 PM
departing at 6:45 PM.

• Don’t have a street rod or cool car? Bring out the
regular family car.

• The objective is to have fun cruising the streets
and roads of Alaska.

• Thursday Cruise Night Schedule is subject to
change! If only a few cars show or questionable
weather, an alternative destination might be
announced that night.

• Questions, contact MSSRA Cruise Director
KB Bettisworth at 276-7862

Date Destination
Jul 27 Chair 5, Girdwood

Aug 3 Local Park Picnic (Locations TBA)
Aug 10 The Jerry Miller Collection
Aug 17 McDonalds on Lake Otis
Aug 24 Pizza by Guido’s
Aug 31 The Bar-B-Q Pit

Sep 7 Tastee Freez
Sep 14 Peggy’s Café
Sep 21 Romano’s

MDA Transportation Night
We will once again be participating in the Muscular

Dystrophy Transportation Night, part of the annual MDA
Summer Camp on August 9, that’s the Wednesday after
the Show & Shine.

Other groups participating include Harley Owners
Group and ABATE who will be displaying their motor-
cycles and those with side cars will also be giving rides
up and down the taxiway.

We’ll meet at Garcia’s in Eagle River at 6:30 pm and
cruise to BirchwoodAirport as we have in the past. Come
at 5:30 pm and meet for dinner.

AN OLD FARMER’S ADVICE
Life is simpler when you plow around the stump.
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MSSRA STUFF FOR SALE

MSSRA LICENSE

PLATE PLAQUES

$20.00

2005 JAY OFSTHUN

MEMORIAL SHOW & SHINE

T-SHIRTS ONLY $12.00
NOW ONLY $10.00

MSSRA
WINDOW DECALS

$1.00

CONTACT

RAY ELLEVEN AT 337-5860
LENNY OLSON AT 688-6917

MSSRA T-Shirts
Black or Gray

$20.00 EACH ($15.00 EACH FOR MEMBERS)
TANK TOPS

&
2006 CALENDARS

ONLY $3.00

Now in Stock

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Behind every successful man stands a surprised mother-
in-law!

Hubert Humphrey
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Rates
Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per issue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3 1/2"X2") $35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4" by 3 1/2") $50 for 12 issues

Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except
business cards) running multiple issues receive a 10% discount
per month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automo-
tive related classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events
listed in the monthly calender

441-4083



2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT BOB PILLION 688-5887
VICE PRESIDENT BRUCE MAIN 344-1947
SECRETARY WAYNE MORRISON 344-8445
TREASURER BUTCH VONLOLHOFFEL 258-7203
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE DUANE CLAUSEN 522-3180

MIKE SCHOWEN 332-6206
RAY AGEN 344-7526

DEAD LINE FOR THE NEXT SUN RUNNER IS AUGUST 11, 2006

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 92061
ANCHORAGE, AK 99509

IF THERE IS A RED MARK ON YOUR MAILING LABEL,
THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER


