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New Location!
University of Alaska-Anchorage

Need directions?
Call Jim Morrison at 344-8445

always the 4th Tuesday of the month

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY APRIL 25, 2006

7:00 PM

NASCAR Conducts Test in Alaska
by Ray Elleven

In the Fairbanks International Airport is display that ex-
plains the cold weather testing mission of Fort Greeley.
This photo of the test track is part of that display.

(see NASCAR on page 4)

I recently had the chance of a life time to have a few
drinks with members of three NASCAR Busch Teams
and learn a little about testing. I know what you’re say-
ing, anyone can hang around the bars in NASCAR Coun-
try and meet a crew member or two, however this hap-
pened in Delta Junction, Alaska the Monday night after
the Nextel Cup Boys battled it out at Martinsville earlier
this month.

As a Government pipeline safety inspector, I was con-
ducting safety inspections at Pump Station Nine of the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline System which is in Delta Junc-
tion, about 110 miles southeast of Fairbanks. While at
the Pump Station, I was told that three NASCAR Trans-
ports were seen entering Fort Greeley, an Army Base in
the Delta Junction area. This didn’t seem strange to me
because I knew about Fort Greeley’s winter proving
grounds test track located on the base and the tem-
peratures range from sub-zero to low 20’s this time of
year. The gravel track is a 1 1/2 half mile oval with 15
degree banking built to NASCAR specifications. The

Army uses the track for winter endurance testing of mili-
tary vehicles and related products. It’s not unusual to
see tanks, troupe carriers, HUMVEEs, and other mili-
tary vehicles lapping the track.

When not scheduled for military use, the Army leases
the track to automobile manufactures for testing. The
C6 Corvette tested on this track before the public ever
saw it. This past winter, someone spotted a Bentley Sport
Coupe testing in the area . Every winter, unidentified
vehicle transports can be seen coming and going from
the base. But this year was different - NASCAR was in
town! I was curious . . .

But why NASCAR? There was speculation ranging
from NASCAR is coming to Delta Junction to NASCAR
may be expanding the season to include the winter
months in the northern states. After all, people go to
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Something to do

Ray Elleven, Editor

The Sun Runner is the official publica-
tion of the Midnight Sun Street Rod As-
sociation of Anchorage, Alaska and is
published most months by the Sun
Runner’s Elite Staff. Unless otherwise
noted, all articles are written by the edi-
tor, Ray Elleven. If you find a mistake in
this issue, please consider it could be
there for a purpose. The Sun Runner
staff tries to print something for every-
one and some people are always look-
ing for mistakes!

DISCLAIMER: We print just enough of
the truth to support interesting articles.
Most quotes are what should have been
said.

All material contained herein may be
ripped off, reprinted, or published in an-
other publication provided appropriate
credit is given.

The Sun Runner is available with mem-
bership dues. Any inquires should be
sent to the address below.

SUN RUNNER
Subscription Department

P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

www.MidnightSunSRA.org

SUBSCRIBING TO THE
THREE E’S OF JOURNALISM.

EDUCATE, ENTERTAIN, AND ENFORM

SUN RUNNER

• Apr 28-30 - Alaska Custom Car & Cycle
at the Harry J. McDonald Memorial Center located in Eagle River
Presented by Performance Promotions 566-2346

• May 6 - Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet, 9 am to 4 pm
Contact Victor Knott at 349-7228

• May 13 - NSRA Appreciation Day
Car Quest in Eagle River

• May 13 - Corvette Car Show
at Alaska Sales & Service
an Anchorage Corvette Association event

• May 20 - AAA Auto Student Skills Competition and Car Show
UAA-Anchorage Auto Shop
Contact Shawn Hennsser 786-1466 ansph@uaa.ak,edu

• May 20 - KOOL Cruise
Meet at the Northway Mall 8:00 AM then at Noon
Cruise to Alaska Raceway Park

• May 27 - Check It Out Auto Car Show - Wasilla
on the Parks Hwy across from Lowes at 12:00 Noon
a Valley Cruzer event

• May 29 – Sam’s Club Ronald McDonald Fund Raiser
at Sam’s Club Parking Lot,
an Anchorage Corvette Association event

• Jun 3 - Seward Car Show
• Jun 3 - Custom Truck & Accessory Car Show - Wasilla

on the Parks Hwy. 12:00 Noon
a Valley Cruzer event

• Jun 9 - Colony Day’s Car Show
6 pm to 9 pm Downtown Palmer

• Jun 10 - Colony Day’s Parade
Downtown Palmer

• Jun 10 - Binder’s Colony Day’s After the Parade Picnic
Binder’s Cadillac Ranch

• Jun 17 - MSSRA Cruise to Hope
(Alternate destinations include Eureka Lodge or Talkeetna)
Meet at the Sears Parking Lot at 9:30 am and Depart at 10 AM

• VW Audi Porsche Car Show
Morrison Auto Group on Dimond at Old Seward
an Arctic Air Cooled VWs event

• Jun 21 - Summer Solstices Rumble
5 pm to 10 pm at Mirror Lake

• Jun 24 - Diversified Tire Car Show - Wasilla
BURN OUT CONTEST & BBQ!!!
a Valley Cruzer event

• Jun 24-25 - 2nd Annual Fairbanks Racing Lions Car & Motor
Sports Show
Tanana Valley Fairgrounds
Something for everyone, Drive In Movie, Sock Hop, TOP Fuel Crackle
Fest Contact Mike Brooks at 907 452-3833

• Jul 1 NorthStar Speedway
BUTT KICKIN BURN OUT CONTEST & BBQ!
a Valley Cruzer event

For a complete listing of 2006 events, check out or web site!

A new word from the Washing-
ton Post’s 2005 Mensa Invita-
tional.

Intaxication: Euphoria at get-
ting a tax refund, which lasts
until you realize it was your
money to start with.

NEW WORD
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Life Members 10
Members 163
Total Members as of December 31, 2005 191
New Members Since January 1, 2006 4
Members Dropped 29
Members Reienstated 1
Total Members as of April15, 2006 167

New Members This Month
None at this time

Prospects
None at this time

Want a list of all the members? A list with phone numbers,
address, etc.? They are available to members only for non com-
mercial purposes. Call Ray Elleven at 337-5860 or email him at
MidnightSunSRA@yahoo.com. He can mail it to you or e-mail
it in a PDF format.

Pres Sez
by
Bob Pillion

Spring is in the air and our first cruise is coming up
soon, April 20th to Bella Vista in Chugiak. As usual
we’ll meet at the Sear’s Mall Parking lot between 6
PM and 6:45 PM. The restaurant is undergoing
renovation and won’t be open until after April. How-
ever, Bobby’s Café & Bakery is right next door to
Bella Vista with the same owner. They told me they
are looking forward to our visit.

Several other events are coming up soon too. The
Alaska Custom Car and Cycle show is the last week-
end of this month at the Harry J. McDonald Memorial
Center in Eagle River. We are still looking for a couple
volunteers to staff the MSSRA booth and if you’re
interested please call me at 688-5887.

And don’t forget the Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet
on May 6th. This is a good time to get rid of some auto
pieces and parts just sitting around or perhaps add to
your ever-increasing collection. Contact Victor Knott
at 349-7228 with any questions.

A big Thanks goes to Jerry Miller for offering up a
free a table at Thursday Night at the Fights for the last
few weeks of this “fight” year. Although we weren’t
able to fill up the table each night, the proceeds we
did raise will go to Ronald McDonald House.

April 25, 2006 will probably be our last membership
meeting for the summer months. It is cruising season
you know. If you haven’t attended one of the mem-
bership meetings, the UAA Commons is a very nice
place to hold a meeting and they have been very
generous to us. Hope to see you there.

My parting comment this month is on the rising
price of gas. With rumors stating a potential $4.00 per
gallon price in the lower 49, I was thinking of dropping
a 4 cylinder in my big Buick. NOT. I might however
have to disconnect one of the 4 Barrels.

Drive safe, drive on the right side of the road, and
keep the shiny side up.

AN OLD FARMER’S ADVICE

Keep skunks, bankers and lawyers at a distance.

Thank You
Last month, we missed a few who donated something
for either a door prize or auction item for the Beach
Party. Thank you very much, your support is very im-
portant to us!

Six Robblees

Anchorage Suzuki Arctic Cat

Snap-On Tools
Bob Cannon, Distributor

NAPA Auto Parts
Eagle River

Western Peterbuilt

Caught

Little Johnny got lost at the local health club and found
himself in the women’s locker room. When he was
spotted, the room burst into shrieks, with ladies grab-
bing towels and running for cover. Little Johnny
watched in amazement and then asked, “What’s the
matter haven’t you ever seen a little boy before?”
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NASCAR
(continued from page 1)

outdoor arenas to watch football, why not a NASCAR
Race. It’s not likely NASCAR would come to Alaska.
The average attendance at a NASCAR Cup event is
200,000 people. Even if half the attendance were Alas-
kans, the infrastructure does not exist to support such
an impact of tourist, especially in the Delta Junction area.
So if Alaska is not getting a NASCAR event, why test in
Alaska?

I found out some crew members spent their eve-
nings hanging out at Delta Junction’s Buffalo Inn. I fig-
ured I’d mosey in for a cocktail to find out what I could
learn. Sure enough, eight crew members were at the
bar sporting NASCAR jackets. I introduced myself,
bought a round of drinks and proceed to talk about
NASCAR. When asked if they were here testing, they
quickly denied it. “No problem!” I said. “Here’s from one
NASCAR fan to another!” and we all tipped our glasses.

After a couple of drinks, they finally admitted who
they were but couldn’t talk about their testing. They said
they signed confidentiality statements about who the
drivers were and what was being tested. I respected
that little bit of information and continued to talk
NASCAR, cars in general, and of course, women. These
were guys the behind-the-scenes folks working for a
pay check. They were the suspension specialist, the
engine specialist, and the guys who fix the cars never
getting their names in print. I wouldn’t want to cost them
their job so I didn’t ask any more questions.

After a few more cocktails they loosened up and re-
vealed some more information about the testing. The
drivers, crew chiefs, cars, and transporters were all
Busch Series teams. Three transporters were driven
up the Alaska Highway carrying two cars each. There
were six Busch Series drivers and could not give their
names. Some drivers were staying on base either in
their coaches or military housing. Autographs were out
of the question. The six cars were in primer numbered
one through six so the actual driver could not be identi-
fied. With the testing over, they plan to leave for the
Lower 48 via the Alaska Highway the next day. The driv-
ers and crew chiefs flew in by private jets and had al-
ready left for the Lower 48. The major tests were tires,
engine coolant, driver comfort, tires, and overall perfor-
mance in freezing conditions.

Once this little bit of information was revealed, the
crews stayed silent about their testing. From then on
we casually talked about NASCAR, drag racing, Alaska

car culture, my job as a pipeline safety inspector on the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline, women, and of course, we told
jokes.

I was still curious about their testing process and the
final results. My mind was exploding with questions but
I had to stay causal and nonchalant. I figured tires must
have been their biggest challenge. Normal racing tires
need heat to stick to the pavement. This track was not
paved, however frozen gravel has the same driving con-
ditions as pavement. Would the heat of the tires melt
the ice creating a slipper surface and a spin out? Has
Goodyear developed a compound that did not require
as much heat and would stick to the gravel base ice?
Did tire mileage improve?

Then I though about engine coolant. Racecars nor-
mally use water instead of engine coolant because in
the event of an accident, coolant is very slippery on as-
phalt. But engine coolant is necessary in freezing
weather to protect the engine. How would they over-
come this? Have the manufacturers developed a prod-
uct that will not create a slick spot when spilled on the
track?

I can’t imagine drivers being comfortable at 160 miles
per hour in bulky arctic gear, so how did the drivers
keep warm? They must have had electric heat tape on
the steering wheel and an electrical heater that blew
hot air into the driver suits. This system is used for cool-
ing, so why not for heat? Could the electrical system
keep up with the demand? I guess they used extra bat-
teries or a higher output alternator.

How do the cars perform in arctic conditions? Cooler
temperatures may have helped the cars go faster. So,
what were the speeds? Did they go for maximum
speeds?

The evening finally ended around one in the morn-
ing. Although we exchanged introductions earlier in the
evening, I didn’t remember any of their names. It’s prob-
ably best, some things are best forgotten.

As a designated driver took the crew members back
to Fort Greeley, I waived good by and stumbled across
the road to Kelly’s Country Inn to fall into bed with dreams
of NASCAR. I was content. I shared my Alaska war
stores, a few jokes, and in turn learned about being a
NASCAR crew member. I still had unanswered ques-
tions about NASCAR testing that still pester me, but it
was an evening I’ll never forget!

GENTLE THOUGHTS FOR TODAY...
Did you ever notice: When you put the 2 words
“The” and “IRS” together it spells “Theirs.”
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Swap Shop
Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the
Midnight Sun Street Rod Association for it’s members and
other individuals who wish to advertise an item or vehicle for
sale. Advertisements are printed on a space available ba-
sis. Contact Ray Elleven, Editor of the SUN RUNNER at
the address located elseplace in this newsletter or call him
at 337-5860. All phone numbers listed are area code 907
unless otherwise noted.

23 T-Bucket – Ford Power, only $10,000. Call Howard Castle
at 276-1331 work, 338-5029 home, 250-3630 cell. (4/06)
1957 Chevys – Six of them plus parts only $3,500. I have
other projects available. Call Ron Jones at 301-6809. (4/06)
PARTS - 454 Mark V Long Block, need’s to be rebuilt $450.00
or best offer. 14” 168 tooth GM flywheel never installed
$100.00. East coast customs fiberglass rear roll pan and
step removal kit for a 88-99 GM step side pickup $300.00.
Drivers side fender for GM 81-87 pickup $100.00. Hood driver
side rocker panel GM 81-87 pickup $225.00. Sheet metal
for 81-87 GM pickup, new with minor blemishes. Contact
Todd at 360-0221 (4/06)
WANTED, 1955 Dodge - Parts car wanted. Call Ben at 229-
4690. (3/06)
1957 T-Bird – The last year of the original “Baby Bird”, 312
V8 with 4 barrel carburetor and automatic transmission
Manual windows and seats with only 56,000 miles. Profes-
sionally resorted several years ago on the east coast. Only
$25,000. Call Dave at 907 753-2590 at work or 907 830-
9615 on his cell phone. (3/06)
1978 Ford LTD Wagon – Powered by 400 engine and Auto-
matic transmission, this one owner car has 117,000 miles
and all the maintenance records. Call David at 337-2434.
1975 Yellow MG – runs like a bumblebee chasing honey!
Chick Magnet! Great condition. Soft top. $5000 Price reduced
for quick sale $3,500. Call Jim at 694-2080. (2/06).
Engines - Several small block GM engines, call for price.
Call Jim at 694-2080. (2/06)
NOS Front Fenders for an S-10 Pick Up. Call Paul at 694-
4825. (2/06)
1983 Camaro Parts - Complete Front Frame Clip $200.
Call Jim at 694-2080. (2/06)
1952 Willys Wagon – 4 by 4 with a 4.3 Chevy V6, Only
$7,000. Call Steve at 688-3130 (1/06)
Flat Bed Heavy Duty Trailer – Dual axes, 6’ by 16’ long
bed, wheels are located on the outside of the bed. It has
electric brakes and 4” railing on the sides. Ramps attach to
the rear. Asking $2,000. Call Rocky at 745-5943 (1/06)
Wanted – Car hauler, open or enclosed. Call Steve Hill at
688-3130. (1/06)

1977 Malibu – only $3000. Call Tim Brass at 376-3011 (1/06)
WANTED – Tex Smith Hot Rod Mechanix magazines. Call
Ted Cadman 337-0174 (11/05)

2006 Thursday Night
Cruise Schedule
• We meet at the Sears parking lot at the corner of

Northern Lights & the Seward Highway at 6 PM
departing at 6:45 PM.

• Don’t have a street rod or cool car? Bring out the
regular family car.

• The objective is to have fun cruising the streets
and roads of Alaska.

• Thursday Cruise Night Schedule is subject to
change! If only a few cars show or questionable
weather, an alternative destination might be
announced that night.

• Questions, contact MSSRA Cruise Director
KB Bettisworth at 276-7862

Date Destination
Apr 20 Bella Vista in Chugiak
Apr 27 Northway Mall Red Robin

May 4 Tastee Freez
May 11 Turnagain House
May 18 Garcia’s Cantina
May 25 Wee Bees

Jun 1 Hooters
Jun 8 Tommy’s Burger Stop
Jun 15 Local Park Picnic (Locations TBA)
Jun 22 International House of Pancakes
Jun 29 Arctic Road Runner

on Old Seward Hwy

Jul 6 Evangelo’s in Wasilla
Jul 13 McDonalds on Jewel Lake
Jul 20 North Slope Restaurant
Jul 27 Chair 5, Girdwood

Aug 3 Local Park Picnic (Locations TBA)
Aug 10 The Jerry Miller Collection
Aug 17 McDonalds on Lake Otis
Aug 24 Pizza by Guido’s
Aug 31 The Bar-B-Q Pit

Sep 7 Tastee Freez
Sep 14 Peggy’s Café
Sep 21 Romano’s
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MSSRA STUFF FOR SALE

MSSRA LICENSE

PLATE PLAQUES

$20.00

2005 JAY OFSTHUN

MEMORIAL SHOW & SHINE

T-SHIRTS ONLY $12.00
NOW ONLY $10.00

MSSRA
WINDOW DECALS

$1.00

CONTACT

RAY ELLEVEN AT 337-5860
LENNY OLSON AT 688-6917

MSSRA T-Shirts
Black or Gray

$20.00 EACH ($15.00 EACH FOR MEMBERS)
TANK TOPS

&
2006 CALENDARS

ONLY $3.00

Now in Stock

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Put all your eggs in one basket and – watch that
basket! Mark Twain
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Rates
Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per issue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3 1/2"X2") $35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4" by 3 1/2") $50 for 12 issues

Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except
business cards) running multiple issues receive a 10% discount
per month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automo-
tive related classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events
listed in the monthly calender

441-4083



2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT BOB PILLION 688-5887
VICE PRESIDENT BRUCE MAIN 344-1947
SECRETARY WAYNE MORRISON 344-8445
TREASURER BUTCH VONLOLHOFFEL 258-7203
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE DUANE CLAUSEN 522-3180

MIKE SCHOWEN 332-6206
RAY AGEN 344-7526

DEAD LINE FOR THE NEXT SUN RUNNER IS MAY 12, 2006

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 92061
ANCHORAGE, AK 99509

IF THERE IS A RED MARK ON YOUR MAILING LABEL,
THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER

First Thursday Night Cruise April 20
Auto Parts Swap Meet May 6


