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always the 4th Tuesday of the month

This past December we had our Christmas party at a
new location, Eddie’s Sports Bar on Old Seward Highway.
There was an outstanding dinner of prime rib, halibut, and all
the trimmings. We even had a guest of honor.  Michael
Salvisberg from Haines Junction, Yukon Territory of Canada
is a rookie in the 2004 Iditarod Sled Dog Race. He’s a
friend of Randy Phillips and was in Anchorage that weekend
for the annual rookie meeting. Good Luck in the Iditarod!

After dinner, last years Most Active Member winner,
Lenny and Anne Olson, made the presentation for  this years
winner. They picked Ted Cadman, who chaired a very suc-
cessful Summer Solstice Rumble. He brought together a great
committee who was able to bring great food, fun games,
and a little rain. Congratulations Ted!

Each year we present the Rubber Hammer Award to an
individual who had a car problem during an organized event.
There were several candidates and last years winner, Bob
Pillion, even mentioned one candidate who was not previ-
ously  mentioned. (Editor’s note: One advantage of being

Christmas Party

the editor is you can keep your name and car problems out
of the Sun Runner.) In any case, Bob picked Johnny Schmidt
who had carburetor problems at last years Palmer’s Colony
Days Car Show.

We also gave Jack Hill a plaque for his commitment to
serve as President for two terms. “It’s been a good two years,”
said Jack as he accepted his plaque. “It wouldn’t have been
so great if it wasn’t for all the good people helping me.”

After the awards and comments, it was time for the Chi-
nese Auction and a little parting. Everyone had a great time
and seemed to enjoy the new location.

Ted Cadman accepts the Most Active Member Award
from Lenny Olson.
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Something to do

Ray Elleven, Editor
Tom Dewhirst, Circulation

The Sun Runner is the official publication
of the Midnight Sun Street Rod Associa-
tion of Anchorage, Alaska and is published
most months by the Sun Runner’s Elite
Staff.  Unless otherwise noted, all articles
are written by the editor, Ray Elleven. If
you find a mistake in this issue, please con-
sider it could be there for a purpose. The
Sun Runner staff tries to print something
for everyone and some people are always
looking for mistakes!

DISCLAIMER:  We print just enough of
the truth to support interesting articles.
Most quotes are what should have been said.
All material contained herein may be
ripped off, reprinted, or published in an-
other publication provided appropriate
credit is given.

The Sun Runner is available with member-
ship dues. Any inquires should be sent to
the address below.

SUN  RUNNER
Subscription Department

P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

mssra.tripod.com

SUBSCRIBING TO THE

THREE E’S OF JOURNALISM.
EDUCATE, ENTERTAIN, AND ENFORM

SUN RUNNER

Feb 21 Fur Rondy Parade
contact Ray Elleven at 337-5860 for MSSRA information

Feb 21-22 Alaska Sales & Service Antique Car Show
an Antique Auto Mushers event
contact Dennis Allen at 345-6355

Feb 21-22 Antique Machinery Show, A&M RV on 5th Ave
an Antique Engine & Power Club event
contact Dick Wilson, 562-2124

Feb 21-22 Fur Rondy Grand Prix
Cordova Street & 3rd Ave

Feb 28-29 Fur Rondy Alaska Sales & Service Corvette Car Show
an Anchorage Corvette Association event
contact David Holmes 696-4098

Feb 28 Beach Party
Eagle River VFW

Mar 14-16 Alaska Motorcycle Show
Egan Convention Center

Apr 15 Springtime in Spenard, a Ronald McDonald Fund Raiser
at the Fly By Night Club

Apr 23-25 Alaska Custom Car & Cycle
at the Harry J. McDonald Memorial Center, Eagle River
Presented by Performance Promotions 566-2346

Apr 30-May2 Interior Custom Car & Cycle Show
at the Carlson Center, Fairbanks
Presented by Performance Promotions 566-2346

May 1 Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet
Contact Victor Knott at 349-7228

May 1 Mayday Mayday
Contact Rally Productions at 243-2122

May 22 KOOL Cruise
Jun 21 Summer Solstice Rumble

Location to be announced
Jul 4 Parades in Anchorage and Chugiak
Jul 9 Bear Paw Car Show
Jul 10 Bear Paw Parade
Jul 10 MSSRA Members Pignik at Olson’s

Lower 48 Events
Jan 21-25 Barrett-Jackson Auction, Scottsdale AZ
Jan 23-25 Grand National Roadster Show

LA County Fairplex, Pomona CA
Jan 28-Feb 2 Kruse Collector Car Auction, Scottsdale AZ
Feb 6-8 Sacramento Autorama, Sacramento CA
Feb 13-15 Portland Rod & Custom Car Show

Portland Expo Center, Portland OR
Feb 27-29 Seattle Roadster Show

Stadium Exhibition Center Seattle WA
Mar 5- 7 Portland Roadster Show

Oregon Convention Center, Portland OR
Mar 7 Pomona Swap Meet, Pomona CA
Apr 2-4  NSRA Southwest Street Rod Nationals

State Fair Park, Oklahoma City OK
Apr 3-4 Portland Swap Meet, Portland OR

Our
Deepest

Sympathy

The members and friends of
MSSRA would like to express
our deepest sympathy to the
family of Ed Kareene who died
Nov. 18, 2003, at his vacation
home in McGregor, Minn.
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Life Members
Members
Total members as of December 31, 2002
Members Dropped (non payment)
New Members
Total Members as of  December 31, 2003

9
123
132
-10
35

157

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Want a list of all the members? A list with phone num-
bers, address, etc.?  They are available to members only
for non commercial purposes. Call Ray Elleven at 337-
5860 or email him at carnut@gci.net. He can mail it to
you or e-mail it in a PDF format.

PROSPECTS

Lona Josiah
Ron & Denise Janson
Ed & Keri Rutledge

65 GTO
’65 El Camino

66 Pontiac Convertible

Pres Sez
by Lenny Olson

Happy New Year! I thank you all for entrusting me as
President of the club this year and hope we can have a fun
and “event full” year.  The first event will be the Beach
Party, on Saturday February 28th at the Eagle River VFW.
Bring out your finest beach attire and your favorite pot
luck foods and desserts for a fun evening.

We do have a lot of fun planned for this year and many
wonderful members have already volunteered to be at the
helm of numerous events.  Bruce Main & Duane Clauson
will be planning and coordinating the cruises.  The first
cruise is to the Fly By Night Club on Thursday April 15th.
I know they have a lot of ideas, but if anyone has some-
thing special in mind please forward your ideas to them or
myself, and we will try and make it happen.  John Lane
has volunteered for planning and coordinating the Fur
Rondy Parade on Saturday February 21st.  For anyone
who has not participated in this one, I can attest it is quite
a blast.   A cold blast, but well worth the fun time and
getting the cars out as early as possible, so if you can get
your car there you are more than welcome to participate.
Space is sometimes limited so plan ahead.  Bob Pillion will
be planning and coordinating the rumble this year.  I know
many of us love the competition and camaraderie with
members of the other car clubs at this event.  More
volunteers are always needed to make these events
happen, so pick something that you really enjoy and give
these great people a helping hand.  Any help is always
appreciated!

If you need some help getting your car on the road,
that’s what the club is all about.  We can’t do the work for
you, but there are a heck of a lot of expert members, who
have been there done that, and are now cruising to their
hearts content.  You can too!  The cruising season always
seems too short, so let’s dust off those cars and hit the
open road.  Rumor has it, that a lot of members are
interested in seeing some of the cars they hear about but
never see.  Let’s show off those cars that aren’t out and
about as often as they were built to be.

This is just the start of the year, so hop in that wonder-
ful car of yours and come join us at all the happenings this
year.

Looking forward to a great year,
Lenny Olson

Our
Deepest

Sympathy

The members and friends of MSSRA would like to
express our deepest sympathy to the family Brett
McDonald. Brett died at his home on January 1,
2004.

Dawson takes his Junk Yard Dog to the vet and
asks, “My dog’s cross-eyed, is there anything you can
do for him?”

“Well,” says the vet, “let’s have a look at him.”
So he picks the dog up and examines his eyes, then

checks his teeth. Finally, he says, “I’m going to have to
put him down.”

“What? Because he’s cross-eyed?” asks Dawson.
“No, because he’s really heavy,” said the Vet
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2nd Annual MSSRA Beach Party

Just what you want to think about in the February in Alaska,
a Beach Party. Well, last year’s party was so much fun, we’re
going to do it again. This year, it will be at the Eagle River
VFW. Dinner will be pot luck, and there will be games and
door prizes.  So, drag out beach gear and mark your calen-
dar for Saturday February 28. The fun begins at 6 PM and
dinner at 7 PM.

Otto & Jerry Binder put 11,200 miles on their ALCAN
Cruiser last summer traveling throughout Canada and the
lower 48. The car is now in Bend Oregon until June when
they will continue their trip. . . Ron Bunn and family have
moved from sunny Florida back to rainy Seattle. We don’t
have a new address or phone number on him but we hope
to in the near future. . . On a sadder note, Ron’s father
recently passed away. He was know for racing Buick
powered Studebakers on the Bonneville Salt Flats and
California dry lakes. Our condolences to Ron and his
family. . . MSSRA Friend Perry Cowles sold his 67 Nova
on eBay and bought a ’32 Zipper. Can’t wait to see it. . .
The end of a era has come with the new owners of Hot
Rods Night Club. The name was changed to Latitude 61
and all the neat car and 50’s fixtures are gone. . . In the
November Sun Runner we report on several folks who
went to neat events in the lower 48. We forgot to mention
that Steve & Janet Hill went to Hot August Nights in
Reno. They had a BLAST! . . . Are you interested an
evening at H2Oasis Water Park? March is kind of slow
month so, if we have enough interest, we’ll get a group
together and go! Bring your ideals to the next meeting.

Ramblins

Otto & Jerry Binder’s ‘35 Chrysler. The back seat is a bed
and what appears to be an open truck is kitchen similar to a
Tear Drop trailer.

Springtime in Spenard

MSSRA and the Anchorage Corvette Association will
be kicking off this years annual fund raiser for Ronald
McDonald House with Springtime in Spenard at the Fly
By Night Club. We have 100 tickets that go on sale at the
January meeting. Tickets are $20 each with $10 goes to
Ronald McDonald House.

You can purchase your tickets at the January meeting or
take a book of ten and sell them to your friends. Tickets will
also be sold by the Corvette Club.

This event also kicks of our summer cruising season so
plan on bringing you cool ride.

Richard Millhouse Nixon was the first US president whose
name contains all the letters from the word “criminal.” The
second? William Jefferson Clinton.

FACT IS STRANGER THAN TRUTH

Dinner Time
Dawson’s wife changed her system for labeling home-

made freezer meals. She used to carefully label in large clear
letters, “Meat Loaf,” “Pot Roast,” “Beef Pot Pie,” “Steak
and Vegetables” etc.

However, she would get frustrated when she asked
Dawson what he wanted for dinner because he never asked
for any of those things. So, she decided to stock the freezer
with what he really likes.

If you look in her freezer now you find freezer meals
labeled “Whatever,” “Anything,” “I don’t Know,” “I don’t
Care,” and “Something Good”.
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Rubber Hammer Winner

Bob Pillion  announced Johnny Schmidt as the winner of this
years Rubber Hammer Award. Johnny was not able to make
the party.

One Top Fuel dragster 500 cubic inch Hemi engine makes
more horsepower than the first 4 rows at the Daytona 500.

Under full throttle, a dragster engine consumes 1-1/2
gallons of nitromethane per second; a fully loaded 747 con-
sumes jet fuel at the same rate with 25% less energy being
produced.

A stock Dodge Hemi V8 engine cannot produce enough
power to drive the dragster supercharger.

With 3000 CFM of air being rammed in by the super-
charger on overdrive, the fuel mixture is compressed into a
near-solid form before ignition. Cylinders run on the verge
of hydraulic lock at full throttle.

At the stoichiometric (methodology and technology by
which quantities of reactants and products in chemical reac-
tions are determined) 1.7:1 air/fuel mixture for nitromethane
the flame front temperature measures 7,050 degrees F.

Nitromethane burns yellow. The spectacular white flame
seen above the stacks at night is raw burning hydrogen, dis-
sociated from atmospheric water vapor by the searing ex-
haust gases.

Dual magnetos supply 44 amps to each spark plug.  This
is the same output of an arc welder in each cylinder.

Spark plug electrodes are totally consumed during a pass.
After  the pass, the engine is dieseling from compression
plus the glow of exhaust valves at 1400 degrees F.  The
engine can only be shut down by cutting the fuel flow.

If spark momentarily fails early in the run, unburned nitro
builds up in the affected cylinders and then explodes with
sufficient force to blow cylinder heads off the block in pieces
or split the block in half.

In order to exceed 300 mph in 4.5 seconds dragsters
must accelerate an average of over 4G’s. In order to reach
200 mph well before half-track, the launch acceleration ap-
proaches 8G’s.

Dragsters reach over 300 miles per hour before you have
completed reading this sentence.

The redline is actually quite high at 9500 rpm.
The Bottom Line; assuming all the equipment is paid off,

the crew worked for free, and for once NOTHING BLOWS
UP, each run costs an estimated $1,000.00 per second.

The current Top Fuel dragster elapsed time record is
4.441 seconds for the quarter mile (10/05/03, Tony

Definition of Acceleration
Amazing Facts!

Schumacher).  The top speed record is 333.00 mph as mea-
sured over the last 66' of the run (09/28/03 Doug Kalitta).

Putting all of this into perspective: You are driving the
average $140,000 Lingenfelter “twin-turbo” powered Cor-
vette Z06.  Over a mile up the road, a Top Fuel dragster is
staged and ready to launch down a quarter mile strip as you
pass.  You have the advantage of a 3/4 mile flying start. You
run the ‘Vette hard up through the gears and blast across the
starting line and past the dragster at an honest 200 mph. 
The ‘tree’ goes green for both of you at that moment.

The dragster launches and starts after you.  You keep
your foot down hard, but you hear an incredibly brutal whine
that sears your eardrums and within 3 seconds the dragster
catches and passes you. He beats you to the finish line, a
quarter mile away from where you just passed him.  Think
about it, from a standing start, the dragster had spotted you
3/4 mile and 200 mph and not only caught, but nearly blasted
you off the road when he passed you within a mere 1320
foot long race course.
Thanks to Wayne Morrison who Ripped this article off the Internet.

THINK ABOUT IT! ! !

I wonder how much deeper would the
ocean be without sponges.
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Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the Midnight
Sun Street Rod Association for it’s members and other individuals
who wish to advertise an item or vehicle for sale.  Advertisements
are printed on a space available basis.  Contact Ray Elleven,
Editor of the SUN RUNNER at the address located elseplace in
this newsletter or call him at 337-5860.  All phone numbers listed
are area code 907 unless otherwise noted.

1947 Farmall C Tractor – Runs great. Ready for work or
restoration. Call Marie Wilson at 562-2121. (8/30)
1954 Chevy ¾ Pick Up - $3,000 OBO. Call Tim Brass
376-3011 (9/30)
1957 T-Bird – Beautiful restoration. Car is Willow Green
with a 312 engine, 4 barrel carburetor, automatic transmis-
sion, and leather interior. Call Marie at 562-2124 (9/30)
1958 Chevy Bel Air – 2 door hard top, 283 V8, auto-
matic, power steering, power beaks. A really nice car for
only $17,500. Call Terry at 230-CARS (2277)  (9/03)
1964 Buick LaSabre - two door hardtop, all original with
330 engine. Call Dave Walkiner at 569-0211 at home or
277-7986 at work. (11/30)
1972 Chevy pick up - short bed 2 wheel drive from Colo-
rado with little rust.  Good driver as is or an excellent start
for project. $4,500.00   phone 529-5996 (11/30)
1976 Midas Motor Home – 35 foot, great condition with
only 26,000 miles. Everything works. Call Marie Wilson at
562-2124. (8/30)
1976 750L Suzkie - Low mileage and has Veiter faring and
all the good stuff. Call Marie Wilson at 562-2124. (8/30)
1993 Corvette Coupe – All original one owner, 25,000
mile car, bought at the Bloomington Corvette Auction in Il-
linois. This car is cherry with of the paper work since new.
Only $24,950. Call Jim at 274-0122.(9/30)
Lots of Parts - 1951 - 1953 GMC and Chevy truck parts
for sale.  Call 688-5887. (11/30)
Engine - 1975 Chevy 350 complete from the carburetor to
oil pan with a 350 Turbo Transmission. Only $500! Call
Mark Lewis at 345-3937. (11/30)
Parts Wanted - 55 Buick Special 2dht, Good windshield,
and tail light assemblies, bumpers or parts car, Call Stu 688-
8853 (11/30)
Wanted – 1965-1966 Buick Nailhead 401 or 429 cubic
inch engine complete as possible. Call KB at 276-7862
 (1/04)
Wanted – Have hemi, need project. Looking for a 1930
pickup. Call Steve at 688-3130. (1/04)

Your 2004 MSSRA Officers from left to right, Ray Elleven,
Secretary; Shirley Parrish, Treasurer; Bob Pillion, Vice Presi-
dent; Lenny Olson, President.

Election Results

And you thought you had a
Bad Job!

Swap Shop
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Rates

Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per issue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3 1/2"X2")  $35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4" by 3 1/2") $50 for 12 issues

Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except busi-
ness cards) running multiple issues receive a 10% discount per
month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automotive
related classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events listed
in the monthly calender

Northern Star Technologies
Design & Fabrication

Speciality Fabrication
Invention Protypes

One of a Kind Projects
Plastic Molding and Casting
Polurethane Foam Molding
Carbon Compsite Molding

Aluminum Welding

Michael Poss
Owner, Designer, Engineer, Fabricator

30+ years Experience

Speciality Fabrication for
Custom, Classic, & Race Cars

Custom Race Car Seating

907 346-3781 E-mail: mposs@worldnet.att.net

Stacy L. Hague
Sales Associate
shague@jackwhite.com

Jack White Real Estate
3201 C Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503
Bus 907 563-5500 Dir 907 762-3172
Fax 907 762-3189 Mobile 907 242-5389

An independently owned and operated member of the The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates Inc.



2003 ELECTED OFFICERS

PRESIDENT LENNY OLSON 688-6917
VICE PRESIDENT BOB PILLION 688-5887
SECRETARY RAY ELLEVEN 337-5860
TREASURER SHIRLEY PARRISH 243-3200
BOARD OF DIRECTORS STEVE HILL 688-3130

WAYNE MORRISON  344-8445
ART PARRISH 243-3200

DEAD LINE FOR THE NEXT SUN RUNNER IS FEBRUARY 6, 2004

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 92061
ANCHORAGE, AK 99509

IF THERE IS A RED MARK ON YOUR MAILING LABEL,
THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER

Fur Rondy Parade February 21
Contact John Lane for details


