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Next Meeting
October 23, 7 PM

Maaco Paint & Body
4973 Eagle Street

always the 4th Tuesday

have always offered their assistance to help manage traffic
flow, parking, etc. This year, however, four state troopers
set up a roadblock at the entrance to the event and pro-
ceeded to write tickets for illegal modifications to drivers
coming to enjoy the show. As the officers looked for the
slightest violations, the traffic began backing up further and
further. Some spectators were forced to wait as long as 2
hours to enter the show grounds.

Ironically, it was the local Round Rock police who asked
the troopers to leave. It seems that some show-goers began
to get upset and they believed it was in everyone’s best in-
terest for the state police to curtail their ticket-writing spree
before there were any problems.

Before they were asked to leave, the troopers wrote 139
citations for as much as $200 apiece. Organizers are con-
sidering moving next year’s show to a more “hobbyist-
friendly” location.

You Want to Destroy What?!

Donna and Butch Chaffer received a letter from the Cali-
fornia Bay Area Air Quality Management District that they
found difficult to believe.

It read: “Since the registration on your model-year 1966
vehicle is expiring soon, this might be a good time to con-
sider an alternative to driving this vehicle. You can receive
$500 for your 1981 or older car, van or pick-up truck . . .”

The letter went on to note that the “program buys and
then scraps 1981 and older vehicles. These older vehicles
have less efficient emission control equipment and therefore

Can You Believe?
You may remember a few years ago when one of

Anchorage’s police officers made it a habit to track down
street rods and write tickets for safety violations based on
modern vehicles.  Tickets such as no fenders, shaved door
handle, etc. With the help of SEMA, a street rod bill was
drafted and sponsored by State Senator Tim Kelly. It passed
and went into effect in 1993.

We weren’t the only State with problems from an over
active cop.  Driving Force, the monthly electronic newslet-
ter of the Specialty Equipment Market Association’s (SEMA)
prints a monthly feature, Can You Believe?.  It includes one
or two horror stories from readers about things that have
happened to automotive enthusiast by the police.  Here are
three stories.

Texas Car Show Spectators Harassed by
State Police

For the past 12 years, folks have been coming to Round
Rock, Texas, to enjoy one of the city’s biggest annual events,
a car show. However, this year, many people left the event
with a bad taste in their mouth. Local Round Rock police

(continued page 4)



Our
Deepest

Sympathy

The members and friends
of the Midnight Sun Street
Rod Association would
like to express our deepest
sympathy to  Ray Elleven.

Ray’s sister recently passed
away.
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Something to do

SUN RUNNER STAFF
Ray Elleven, Editor

Tom Dewhirst, Circulation

The SUN RUNNER is the official publi-
cation of the Midnight Sun Street Rod
Association of Anchorage Alaska and is
published monthly by the SUN
RUNNER’S Elite Staff.  Unless other wise
noted, all articles are written by the edi-
tor, Ray Elleven. If you find a mistake in
this issue, please consider it could there
for a purpose. The Sun Runner staff tries
to print something for everyone and some
people are always looking for mistakes!
DISCLAIMER:  We print just enough of
the truth to support interesting articles.
Most quotes are what should have been
said.
All material contained herein may be
ripped off, reprinted  or published in an-
other publication provided appropriate
credit is given.
The Sun Runner is available with mem-
bership dues which are $20.00 per calen-
dar year. Any inquires should be sent to

the address below.

SUN  RUNNER
Subscription Department

P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

silverstone.fortunecity.com/fiat/693/
e-mail:  midnightsunsra@yahoo.com

Lower 48 Events
Dec 3 Pomona Swap Meet, Pomona, CA - 714 544-7004

www.pomonaswapmeet

Nov 27 Election of officers
Dec 1 Annual MSSRA Christmas Party

at the Petroleum Club
2002 Events
Feb 9 Fur Rondy Parade

contact Neil Noll, 248-6009 for MSSRA information
Feb 9-10Alaska Sales & Service Antique Car Show

an Antique Auto Mushers event
contact Dennis Allen at 345-6355

Feb 9-10 Antique Machinery Show, A&M RV on 5th Ave
an Antique Engine & Power Club event
contact Dick Wilson, 562-2124

Feb 9-10 Fur Rondy Grand Prix
Feb 16-17 Fur Rondy Alaska Sales & Service Corvette Car Show

an Anchorage Corvette Association event
contact Eddie Barrett, 345-5577

Mar 1-3 The Alaska Motorcycle Show at the Egan Center,
an Alaska Motorcycle Dealers Association event
contact Sean Bershek 349-7258

Apr 26-28 Alaska Custom Car, Cycle, & Boat Show
at the Harry J. McDonald Memorial Center, Eagle River,

Presented by Performance Promotions 566-2346
May 4 Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet

at the School District Headquarters on Debarr Road
contact Victor Knott at 349-7228

May 4-5 Mayday  Mayday Contact Rally Productions at 243-2122
Aug 3 Tastee Freez Pre Show & Shine Car Show
Aug 4 Jay Ofstun Memorial Show & Shine

on the Anchorage Park Strip
contact Ray Elleven 337-5860

Aug 10 Fall Auto Parts Swap Meet
at the School District Headquarters on Debarr Road
contact Victor Knott at 349-7228

Check the Oil
There are a lot of folks who can’t understand how we came to have an oil

shortage here in the USA.  Well, there’s a very simple answer. Nobody bothered
to check the oil.

Actually they couldn’t check the oil. The reason for that is purely geographi-
cal. All the oil is in Texas, Oklahoma, and Alaska, and all the dipsticks are in
Washington D.C.
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Pres Sez
by Ed Park

Life Members
Members
Total members as of September 1, 2001

9
117
126

Davidson, Dean

Fitch, Chuck & Sue

Herrera, Mike & Vickie
Main, Bruce

’55 T-Bird
’69 Mustang

’82 El Camino

’38 Dimond T
’41 Hudson
’57 Chevy

‘68 Camero
‘57 Chevy

New Members

Prospects

Membership Report

Total Members as of October 1, 2001 126

Think About It! ! ! !

None

You never see a street rod parked outside
a psychiatrist’s office

“You better be a candidate for the Rubber Hammer  Award,”
said Oscar Hermandez as he approached Steve Hill and Ed
Park.  “I’m the only authorized cook here today.”

From the Show ‘n shine

Here it is October already, and recently it looks too
much like spring.  I am not ready to quit driving the Cor-
vette, but I guess Mother Nature says differently.  I have
even been getting something done on the ’36 Ford.  I quit
saying maybe next summer, I will just surprise myself.  I
hope you all will be able to get your projects done this
winter.

I want to thank Bill Payton for letting us continue to
disrupt his operation over at MACCO to hold our meet-
ings.  If enough of us turn out for the meetings his company
will be able to continue to give those $199 paint jobs.  Bill
is trying to get Lenny Olson to give a free flame job if a
customer will bet six cars painted at the same time.  We
are cruising into November, election of officers, and the
Christmas party in early December.  Jack Hill says he will
get the garage tours set up here pretty soon, so if you
would like to get involver, give him a call.

Take it easy driving on the ice out there and I will see
you at the meeting.

Four Rewarding
Positions Available

on January 1, 2002

President
Vice President

Secretary
Treasurer

apply on
November 27, 2001
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The Anchorage University Center had a little life for the
first time in the last few years when Derrick Snelson and
Performance Promotions produced the Alaska Extreme
Sports Show.  There was a little of something for every-
body.  There was snow machines, drag cars, race cars that
turn left.  There were street machines, street rods, and four
wheelers. You name it was there.

Jerry Miller displayed his ’29 and ’34 Ford Street Rods.
He even brought in his ’59 Caddie convertible.  Rich
Lysogorski displayed is immaculate award winning ’65
Cobra. Bill Ness showed his Pro Street ’69 Camaro.  Con-
sidering the first snow was here and the country was at war,
there was a pretty good turn out.

Alaska Extreme Sports Show

Rich Lysogorski’s ‘65 Cobra

Bill Ness’s Pro Street ‘69 Camero sits next to a resorted
‘67 Camero

Derrick Snelson’s Alcohol Funny Car

Are YOU an old Geezer?

“Geezers” are easy to spot; this is slang for an old man.
But, at sporting events, during the playing of the National
Anthem, they hold their caps over their hearts and sing with-
out embarrassment.

They know the words and believe in them. They remem-
ber the Depression, World War II, Pearl Harbor,
Guadalcanal, Normandy and Hitler. They remember the
Atomic Age, the Korean War, The Cold War, the Jet Age
and the Moon Landing, not to mention Vietnam.

If you bump into a “Geezer” on the sidewalk, he’ll apolo-
gize, pass a Geezer on the street, he’ll nod, or tip his cap to
a lady. “Geezers” trust strangers and are courtly to women.
They hold the door for the next person and always

 when walking, make sure the lady is on the inside for
protection. “Geezers” get embarrassed if someone curses
in front of women and children and they don’t like violence
and filth on TV and in movies. Geezers have moral courage.

Geezers seldom brag unless it’s about the grandchildren
in Little League or music recitals. This country needs “Gee-
zers” with their decent values and common sense. We need
them now more than ever. It’s the “Geezers” who know our
great country is protected, not by politicians or police, but
by the young men and women in the military serving their
country in foreign lands, just as they did, without a thought
except to do a good job, the best you can and to get home
to loved ones.

Thank God for *** “GEEZERS.”



SUN RUNNER    October 2001    Page 5

Ramblins
Check out www.alaska.net/~jlmob/projects and find out
what Otto Binders been up to lately. Soon he’ll have
some photos of his new project, the 1934 Chrysler “The
ALCAN Cruiser” he’s working on. . . Sandi Sumner’s
MG was recently painted yellow.  By the way, can she
drive a four speed? . . .Nat Gardner has new engine her
‘73 Ford Tank.  She went from a smoky 360 to a 390
giving her more cubic inch and power. . . Last month, the
Sun Runner reported Nat had her Tank 10 for years.
Actually, she’s had her Tank 20 years.  That’s longer than
any of her relationships.

produce much more air pollution than newer vehicles.” Well,
that may be true in some cases, but the vehicle in question is
Mrs. Chaffer’s completely restored El Camino, valued at
about $20,000. This is a great example of how scrappage
programs that arbitrarily seek to crush vehicles built before
a given year do not take into account factors such as the
mechanical condition of the vehicle.

The Chaffers note that many of the parts they used to
restore their Chevy came from salvage yards. The supreme
irony is that if programs like this are allowed to continue,
finding reasonably priced used parts will become a thing of
the past.

Vehicle Profiling and the Dodge Dart

Bill Wivell and his wife were driving home from the local
circle track one Saturday night in his Dodge Dart project
car when they were pulled over.

The officer told Bill that he had pulled him over because
it appeared that the license plate light on his Dodge was

broken, but the officer now realized that it was in fact work-
ing. The officer then asked Bill to get out and take a look at
it with him. Bill told the officer he’d take his word for it.

Bill was then asked (we assume politely) to get out of the
car to show the officer his license. He was then told that the
reason he’d been pulled over was because he was weaving.
When Bill was asked if he’d been drinking, he answered
honestly: “Yes, I had three large Cokes at the races tonight.”

The officer, realizing he had made a mistake, commented
that Bill’s alleged inability to keep his car going in a straight
line could probably be blamed on his “old car with its worn
out parts.” Bill took exception to the comment and informed
the officer that his Dodge probably had a newer suspension
than his squad car did and that his supposed weaving was
probably due to the poor paving job the city had done on the
road.

The officer told Bill to take it up with the mayor and that
he was free to go.

How pleasant . . .

Can You Believe? continued

Otto Binders latest creation.  A ‘59 Caddie sofa.  Red, of
course.

Things said in 1959 “Did you hear the post office is thinking about charging a
dime just to mail a letter?”

“The Government is wanting to get its hands on every-
thing. Pretty soon it’s going to be impossible to run a family
business or farm.”

“If they raise the minimum wage to $1, nobody will be
able to hire outside help at the store.”

“Marilyn Monroe is now showing her bra and panties, so
apparently there are no standards anymore

“I’ll tell you one thing, if things keep going the way they
are, its’ going to be impossible to buy a weeks groceries for
$20.”

“Have you seen the new cars coming out next year? It
won’t be long when $5000 will only buy a used one.”

“If cigarettes keep going up in price, I’m going to quit. A
quarter a pack is ridiculous.”
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Swap Shop
Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the Midnight
Sun Street Rod Association for it’s members and other individuals
who wish to advertise an item or vehicle for sale.  Advertisements
are printed on a space available basis.  Contact Ray Elleven,
Editor of the SUN RUNNER at the address located elseplace in
this newsletter or call him at 337-5860.  All phone numbers listed
are area code 907 unless otherwise noted.

1968 Covair 2 door Monza – Project car that is 75% com-
plete.  Hi performance covair engine with all the best of good-
ies, roll cage, only $3,000.  Call Rudy at 344-5877.  (11/01)

1951 Studebaker - Starlight Coupe, 6 cylinder, automatic
original upholstery, the engine was completely checked and
gone through, 57,000 original miles, new shocks, new brakes,
some extras available. Call Mike at 345-5155 (12/01)

1966 427SC Cobra -  replica by B&B Manufacturing, pro
built. Mirror finish PPG Royal blue w/white stripes and clear
coat, stripes carry through under hood and trunk. 400 horse
351W with all the goodies and C6 automatic with manual
shift kit $39,500 obo.  Call Ray at 344-7526. (12/01)

Wanted - 4 speed transmission for Chevy.  Call Tom at
522-1790.

Chevy 10 bolt Posi - brackets removed, ready for leaf
spring mount set up, 58 “ between wheel flanges. Came
from 79 Monte Carlo w350. Only $125.00. Just in time for
winter. MTD Snow blower, 5 Hp Tecumseh  20” cut
$125.00. Call at Ted 337-0174. (12/01)

The latest Darwin Awards update... The Darwin Awards,
for those not familiar, are for those individuals who contrib-
ute to the survival of the fittest by eliminating themselves from
the gene pool before they have a chance to breed.

A 34 year old white male found dead in the basement of
his home died of suffocation, according to police. He was
approximately 6’2" tall and weighed 225 pounds. He was
wearing a pleated skirt, white bra, black and white saddle
shoes, and a woman’s wig. It appeared that he was trying to
create a schoolgirl’s uniform look. He was also wearing a
military gas mask that had the filter canister removed and a
rubber hose attached in its place. The other end of the hose
was connected to an end of a hollow wooden tube approxi-
mately . 12" long and 3" in diameter. The tube’s other end
was inserted into his rear end for reasons unknown, and was
the cause of his suffocation. Police found the task of explain-
ing the circumstances of his death to his family very awk-
ward.

Three Brazilian men were flying in a light aircraft at low
altitude when another plane approached. It appears that they

decided to moon the occupants of the other plane, but lost
control of their own aircraft and crashed. They were all found
dead in the wreckage with their pants around their ankles.

Employees in a medium-sized warehouse in west Texas
noticed the smell of a gas leak. Sensibly, management evacu-
ated the building, extinguishing all potential sources of igni-
tion lights, power, etc. After the building had been evacu-
ated, two technicians from the gas company were dispatched.
Upon entering the building, they found they had difficulty navi-
gating in the dark. To their frustration, none of the lights
worked (you can see what’s coming, can’t you?). Witnesses
later described the sight of one of the technicians reaching
into his pocket and retrieving an object, that resembled a
cigarette lighter. Upon operation of the lighter-like object,
the gas in the warehouse exploded, sending pieces of it up to
three miles away. Nothing was found of the technicians, but
the lighter was virtually untouched by the explosion. The tech-
nician suspected of causing the blast had never been thought
of as ‘bright’ by his peers.

The 2000-2001 Darwin Awards!!!

Wanted – Reverse lock out linkage for a 1970 big block
4 speed Camaro 4 speed. Call Lee 344-5633
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Want to advertise in the
Sun Runner?

Contact Ray Elleven at 337-5860

Rates
Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per issue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3 1/2"X2")  $35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4" by 3 1/2") $50 for 12 issues

Your business card
could be here!
Only $35 for 12 issues

Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except busi-
ness cards) running multiple issues receive a 10% discount per
month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automotive
related classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events listed
in the monthly calender

Words of Wisdom

Never trust a dog to watch your food.



2001 ELECTED OFFICERS

President Ed Park 688-3430
Vice President Jack Hill 345-3245
Secretary Ray Elleven 337-5860
Treasurer Shirley Parrish 243-3200
Board of Directors Steve Hill 688-3130

Jim Sumner 694-2080
Art Parrish 243-3200

Dead line for the next SUN RUNNER is November 9, 2001

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, AK 99509

IF THERE IS A RED MARK ON YOUR MAILING LABEL,
THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER


