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Next Meeting
Tuesday March 27, 7:00 PM

Maaco Paint & Body
4973 Eagle Street

always the 4th Tuesday

Inspection Time Safety 23
It’s been a long, cold winter, so cold, a lawyer was seen

with his hands in his own pocket!!!  With all that cold over,
it’s time pull your pride and joy out of the garage and get it
ready for our short cruising season.  NSRA came up with a
fantastic checklist of 23 items to make sure your street rod
is safe on the streets and it’s once again time to repeat an
article that has appeared in the Sun Runner a few times.

1. The Horn - A very important piece of equipment.
It’s original purpose was to warn others that you have a
problem, such as no brakes or you are about pull up on the
sidewalk for some reason.  Others have found the horn use-
ful for getting the attention of the opposite sex so you can
impress them with your fantastic ride.

Regardless of what you use a horn for, it needs to be
electric and capable of scaring unsuspecting bystanders.

2. Speed Indicator - Also know as a Speed-O-Meter,
it is very useful for knowing why a cop is following you.  For
example, you see a sign that reads 30 M.P.H.. You see a
cop.  Your speed indicator reads 52 M.P.H..  You now know
that cop isn’t excited about your street rod.  He wants to
give you a ticket for speeding.  We recommend speed indi-
cators that read at least 120 M.P.H. but 160, 180 or 200

 are preferred.  You may have a chance to out run the cop
and you can not drive any faster than the reading on your
speed indicator.

3. Rear View Mirror - You need one inside and one
outside on the drivers side.  This was you can see if there is
a cop behind you.

4. Glass - Very important.  Glass keeps the bugs off of
your teeth, helps keep your street rod dry on the inside and
is a neat place to display decals.  When using glass on your
street rod, use safety plate glass.  It last longer and won’t
break as easy as normal glass.

(continued page 4)

Inspector Paul teaching his grandson some of the finer points
of the NSRA Safety 23 Inspecting on his ‘37 Ford.
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Something to do

SUN RUNNER STAFF
Ray Elleven, Editor

Tom Dewhirst, Circulation

The SUN RUNNER is the official publi-
cation of the Midnight Sun Street Rod
Association of Anchorage Alaska and is
published monthly by the SUN
RUNNER’S Elite Staff.  Unless other wise
noted, all articles are written by the edi-
tor, Ray Elleven.
DISCLAIMER:  We print just enough of
the truth to support interesting articles.
Most quotes are what should have been
said.
All material contained herein may be
ripped off, reprinted  or published in an-
other publication provided appropriate
credit is given.
The Sun Runner is available with mem-
bership dues which are $20.00 per calen-
dar year. Any inquires should be sent to

the address below.

SUN  RUNNER
Subscription Department

P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

silverstone.fortunecity.com/fiat/693/
e-mail:  carnut@alaska.net

Lower 48 Events
Apr 22 Pomona Swap Meet, Pomona, CA - 714 544-7004

www.pomonaswapmeet.com
Apr 26-29 Pate Swap Meet, Texas Motor Speedway
May 4-5 Portland Swap Meet, Portland, OR 503 684-3391
May 19-20 28th Annual Seattle Swap Meet, Monroe, WA 800-645-4997
Jun 3 Pomona Swap Meet, Pomona, CA - 714 544-7004

www.pomonaswapmeet.com
Jun 22-24 Back to the 50’s, State Fairgrounds, St. Paul, MN

www.msra.com

Apr 14-15 The Alaska Motorcycle Show at the Egan Center
an Alaska Motorcycle Dealers Association event
contact Sean Bershek 349-7258

Apr 21 Valley Auto Parts Swap Meet - 9 AM to 6 PM
a Valley Cruisers event
$10 a space and they are going fast
Contact Top of the World Auto Body at 745-1122

Apr 27-29 Alaska Custom Car, Cycle, & Boat Show
at the Harry J. McDonald Memorial Center, Eagle River
presented by Performance Promotions 566-2346

May 5 Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet - 9 AM to 5 PM
contact Victor Knott at 349-7228

May 5-6 Mayday  Mayday
contact Rally Productions at 243-2122

May 12 NSRA Appreciation Day
at B & C (Car Quest) in Eagle River

May 19  KOOL Cruise  KOOL 97.3 wants you to join in the KOOL Cruise this
Spring to Alaska Race Way Park!!  If you are look’in for an old fashion
drag race you got it! Enjoy the Mama’s and the Papa’s at the Sullivan
Arena that evening.

Jun 2 Alaska Sales & Service 500 Show
an Antique Auto Musher Event

Jun 2-3 Fronna Snelson Memorial Hot Rod Reunion
1/8th Mile Drags & Car Show, McGaltn Industrial Airport
presented by Performance Promotions 566-2346

Jun 8 Colony Days Car Show, Palmer
Jun 9 Colony Days Parade, Palmer
Jun 21 Summer Solstice Rumble, Mirror Lake
Jul 4  Parades in Anchorage and Chugiach
Jul 4 After the parade picnic at Sumners in Eagle River
Jul 13, 6 PM Bear Paw Car Show, Eagle River
Jul 14 Bear Paw Parade, Eagle River
Jul 28 Erro VW Show
Aug 4, 6 PM Tastee Freez Pre Show & Shine Car Show
Aug 5 Jay Ofstun Memorial Show & Shine on the Anchorage Park Strip

contact Ray Elleven 337-5860
Aug 11 Fall Auto Parts Swap Meet contact Victor Knott at 349-7228
Aug 18 Hot Summer Nights in Palmer

a Valley Cruisers event
Aug 25 State Fair Parade, Palmer
Dec 1 Annual MSSRA Christmas Party at the Petroleum Club

Our
Deepest

Sympathy

The members and friends
of the Midnight Sun Street
Rod Association would
like to express our deepest
sympathy to the family of
Wally Graham.

Wally’s mother recently
passed away.

Our thoughts and prayers
are with you.
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If we aren’t careful with some sunshine we have been
getting, we start to think winter is over and we want to
start driving. But there is a reason the State says we don’t
have to take the studded tires off until May 1. It won’t be
long now.

Thanks to Bill Payton for letting us have our meetings
at his MAACO facility. Those of you who left right after
the meeting without getting the tour, hang around this
month and catch it. Bill has done a real fine job.

The weekly cruise committee has been working hard
and all but had it done last meeting, and I bet they will
have a good list for us this meeting. As I recently told a
prospective new member, we have so much going that he
may not have anytime to FISH.

The first big event will kick off next month and that is
the three-day indoor car show. We always have a booth at
the show and are pretty much the center of attention there.
You members that we don’t ever see, we expect to see
you there. Saturday night will be our night to park as a
group outside in front of the building, “Be there or have
be square”.  I have to watch what I say or Sandy Sumner
will think I am older then I feel.

Keep on that car and see you on the road.

Directions to MAACO

Ramblins

Want proof that Otto and Geri Binder made it the
Goodguys West Coast Nations in Bakersfield?  Check
out page 56 of the December 2000 edition of the
Goodguys Goodtimes Gazette and you’ll find a picture
of the “Bender’s” with their ’34 Dodge.  . . It’s true.  Ray
Elleven has moved to Bay Shore but he kept his phone
number.  If he had taken the house numbers, he wouldn’t
have had to change his address. . . If you haven’t heard by
now, Alaska’s oldest teenager, Ross Jardine, sold Alice’s
’33 Ford to Wayne Morrison.  Here’s a picture of Wayne
accepting the keys from Ross.

Arctic Training

During an Army arctic training exercise in Alaska, the
intense cold can play havoc with vehicles and equipment.
One harassed battery commander was having difficulty cop-
ing with vehicles that wouldn’t run and machinery that
wouldn’t work when a soldier rushed in to announce, “Hey,
captain, the northern lights are out!

Exasperated and without looking, the captain barked,
“Well, go get the mechanic and have him fix the damn things!”

Speeding in a Street Rod

Dawson was cruising in his street rod and was pulled
over for speeding.  “I’ve been waiting for you all day,” the
cop said as he approached Dawson.

“Yeah,” replied Dawson.  “I got here as fast as I could.”
When the cop finally stopped laughing, he sent the kid on

his way without a ticket.

That’s Wayne on the left and Ross on the right.
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Safety 23 continued
5. Lighting - One of the most useful speed accessories

you can buy. Lighting makes cars go fast.  Why else would
some people call their car “Lighting.”  You should also have
two front headlights with high and low beam, two tail lights,
brake lights and a license plate light so that cop can read
your license plate if he can’t catch you.  Don’t forget turn
signal lights.  This way the cop knows when your are going
to turn.

6.  Windshield Wiper - If it weren’t for windshields, we
wouldn’t need windshield wipers.  This special piece of equip-
ment it used to remove water and streak your windshield.

7.  Automatic Transmission Lockout - Wow!  Who-
ever thought of this device was a genius.  No more starting
in gear and the car taking off!

8.  Tires - You won’t go far without them.  Tires need to
meet DOT specifications and have a minimum of 3/32 tread
to be acceptable.  That’s about the size of Lincoln’s head,
on a penny that is.  As you spin the rubber off the back tires,
put them on the front.  If the front and back tires are different
sizes, put the old tires on your mother-in-law’s car.

9. Steering - Rack and pinion is best but power will do.
When hooked up and working, you don’t want any exces-
sive “PLAY” (2" radius max).  Don’t let steering linkage
bind and make sure it is safety mounted.

10.  Throttle Linkage - In order to slow down, return
springs are useful in fact, required.  Make sure the linkage
doesn’t travel past center.  If your street rod ain’t going fast
enough with a property adjusted throttle linkage, try moving
the seat up a couple of inches.

11.  Fuel System - You don’t want this baby to leak.
Any time you see a leak, fix it.  Elmers Glue, putty, and
chewing gum work well.  Eastwood is working on color
coordinated gum to match the color of your street rod just
for this purpose.  If you have an interior mounted tank, make
sure the vent works.  Clear plastic lines are a no no.

12.  Exhaust System - Most of us prefer our exhaust to
dump right from the headers, but the law won’t let us do
that.  You gotta have pipes and mufflers.  The pipes can stop
anywhere between the rear edge of the front door and the
back bumper.  Turn the pipes so they turn away from the
car.  Exhaust systems sound best without any leaks.

13.  Self-Aligning End Bearings You will find these
things under the front of the car.  Look for fractures, sloppi-
ness or binding.

14.  Shock Absorbers - Most cars have at least one
shock absorber per wheel.  If traveling, don’t let them go
more than two inches and don’t let them leak.  Remember,
you put springs on a car to make it bounce and shocks to
keep it from bouncing.

15.  Brakes - Brakes are good.  I try to take one about
every two hours and more often when the boss ain’t around.
If you have brakes on your street rod, there should be one
for each wheel.  Make sure they don’t take any leaks, the
pedal travel ain’t too much, and they work.

16.  Scrub Line - This is the highest point reached by
short people washing cars.  There is another scrub line un-
der the car.  Make sure there are no steering, suspension or
chassis components below it.  To find the under car scrub
line, put your wheels on the car without fires.  Anything touch-
ing the ground has got to go.

RECOMMEND EQUIPMENT
The first 16 items are mandatory for a safe street rod but to
get the official NSRA Safety 23 lapel pin, there are 7 more
things you need to pass.

17.  Windshield - Safety plate glass is good enough for
the doors and back glass, but to get the Safety 23, the wind-
shield needs to meet AS-1 specifications.

18. Shift Pattern - As street rodders age, the experts
feel our memory will fade, therefore, they want us to post
the shift pattern somewhere in the car.  Most put it near the
gear shift so we remember where to look for it.

9. Fuel Lines - Can’t be just there as mentioned before,
they should be safety mounted and routed.  No short cuts!

20.  Parking Brake - This a special brake used to keep
the car from moving when you don’t want it to move.

21.  Self-Aligning Tie Rod End Bearings - When
NSRA put the first 16 items on their inspection checklist,
they forgot to add “Ball should have 1/8 inch space on each
side of the ball if there is any misalignment.  Rod ends should
not have more than 10 degrees misalignment etc.” So, they
added number 21 on the recommended

22.  Brake Lines - NSRA thought brake lines are just
as important as fuel lines and those tie rod things that they
repeated as recommended.  So, be sure brake lines are safely
mounted and routed.

23.  Chassis Fasteners - If you are going to fasten your
chassis, use self-locking nuts, lock washers, safety wire, or
cotter pins.

(see next page)
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More Safety 23

There you have it.  All of the 23 items needed to get your
very own Safety 23 Lapel Pin.  Next winter, after you chip
the dog off the fire hydrant, don’t complain about the cold.
Get to work and have your street rod ready for inspection.
Paul Moll, our very own NSRA State Safety Inspector, will
be available to inspect street rods and other worthy auto-
mobiles at selected events this summer.  Give him a call at
694-4825 is you have any questions on passing inspections.

INOPERABLE VEHICLES
TEXAS: H.B. 489 would require that a vehicle have both an

expired license plate and invalid registration to be eligible to be
removed under the nuisance abatement law.

VERMONT: H.B. 114 would amend the definition of a junk yard
to include places of vehicle storage not associated with a business.

VIRGINIA: H.B. 1824 would allow counties with certain popula-
tions to adopt ordinances requiring screening of junk yards.

VIRGINIA: H.B. 1835 would allow localities to remove inoper-
able vehicles from private property as a zoning violation.

WASHINGTON: H.B. 1163 would make it a violation to abandon
a vehicle on someone else¹s property, but not your own.

RACING
ARKANSAS: S.B. 97 would eliminate the tax on methanol and

leaded gas used for racing.
FLORIDA: H.B. 289 would provide funding for one who con-

structs and maintains a motor sports entertainment complex under
state guidelines.

INDIANA: H.B. 1064 would permit patrons to bring alcoholic
beverages into any automotive racing facility. Currently, the track
must be at least two miles in length.

MICHIGAN: S.B. 7 would prohibit the state exposition and fair-
grounds from being used for motor vehicle racing.

TAGS, TITLES, REGISTRATION
COLORADO: H.B. 1071 and S.B. 119 would eliminate the re-

quirement for front license plates on motor vehicles.
GEORGIA: H.B. 117 would amend the definition of an antique

motor vehicle to those manufactured in 1957 or before. Currently,
vehicles manufactured in 1942 or before are included.

INDIANA: H.B. 1329 would permit antique vehicles to display
genuine or reproduction license plates that coincide with the year of
manufacture  of the vehicle.

INDIANA: H.B. 2144 would provide for special NASCAR li-
cense plates.

MINNESOTA: S.B. 391 would allow motor vehicles to display
only a rear license plate.

MISSISSIPPI: S.B. 3031 and S.B. 2427 would provide for spe-
cialty NASCAR license plates.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: H.B. 366 would permit unregistered antique
military vehicles to be driven in parades, club activities and other
functions of public interest.

OREGON: S.B. 201 would permit antique vehicles to display only
a rear license plate.

RHODE ISLAND: H.B. 5270 would permit antique motor vehicles
to display antique or year-of-manufacture license plates.

Newly Introduced Legislation

The following bills are not laws. They have been recently intro-
duced and are currently being considered for adoption by the re-
spective state legislatures.

EMISSIONS
CALIFORNIA: S.B. 100 would provide that an engine in a spe-

cially constructed vehicle be assigned the model year it most re-
sembles. If no match can be found, the designated model year will
be 1960.

COLORADO: H.B. 1091 would establish a Clean Screen emis-
sions test program in parts of the state.

CONNECTICUT: H.B. 5227 would eliminate the emissions test-
ing program.

CONNECTICUT: H.B. 6329 would require vehicles manufactured
in 1998 or later to undergo an emissions inspection every 4 years.

 CONNECTICUT: H.B. 6468 and S.B. 955 would exempt vehicles
5 years old or newer from emissions inspections.

CONNECTICUT: H.B. 6480 would exempt vehicles 2 years old or
newer from emissions inspections.

CONNECTICUT: S.B. 188 and S.B. 189 would exempt vehicles
less than 4 years old from emissions inspections.

ILLINOIS: S.B. 30 would permit owners of vehicles damaged
during emissions inspections to sue the facility.

MISSOURI: H.B. 437 and 438 would require biennial inspections
in non-attainment areas and exempt certain limited production ve-
hicles.

From the SEMA newsletter Driving Force

Think About it
If a cow laughed, would milk come out her nose?

Murphy’s Technology Law #14:
To err is human, but to really foul things
up requires a computer.

I.R.S.: We’ve got what it takes to take
what you’ve got.

Latest Bumper Sticker
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Swap Shop
Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the Midnight
Sun Street Rod Association for it’s members and other individuals
who wish to advertise an item or vehicle for sale.  Advertisements
are printed on a space available basis.  Contact Ray Elleven,
Editor of the SUN RUNNER at the address located elseplace in
this newsletter or call him at 337-5860.  All phone numbers listed
are area code 907 unless otherwise noted.

Advertising Policy as of January 1999. The same ad (except busi-
ness cards) running multiple issues receive a 10% discount per
month. No charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automotive re-
lated classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events listed in
the monthly calender

1957 Chevy 4 Door Belair – 454 engine bored .030 over
with a mild cam and TH400 transmission. Frame-off mild
custom with a Corvette’ed hood, suicide rear doors, and
shaved door handles Asking $14,000. Call Mark Bishop at
332-0548. (5/01)

1985 Blue Volkswagen Golf  - Only 15 km, used only
first gear and reverse.  Never driven hard. Original tires,
original brakes, original fuel and oil, only 1 driver. Owner
wishing to sell due to employment lay off. See picture.

Year 2000
Hot Summer Nights Patches

Only $3.00 each

Pick up them up at the Eagle River car show or send
a self-addressed envelope with 50 cents postage to:

Brett Bower
PO Box 2743

Palmer AK 99645

Make checks to Brett Bower.
Call 746-6848 for additional information

Check out the Valley Cruisers Hot Line at
761-3777

Performance Promotions Presents

2001 NAPA Auto Parts
Alaska Custom Car &

Cycle Show
April 27, 28, 29

Experience Alaska’s Finest Showcase of Rods,
Customs, Muscle Cars, Motorcycles. For exhibit
or vendor information contact:

Derek Snelson, Performance Promotions
PO Box 428 Wauna WA 98395
(253) 884-9138 in Washington
(907) 566-2346 in Anchorage
(253) 884-1707 fax
email d@sport77.com

Check out our web site
 www.sport77.com

Deep Thoughts
Future historians will be able to study at the Gerald Ford
Library; the James Carter Library; the Ronald Reagan
Library and the Bill Clinton Adult Bookstore
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Want to advertise in the
Sun Runner?

Contact Ray Elleven at 337-5860

Rates
Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per issue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3 1/2"X2")  $35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4" by 3 1/2") $50 for 12 issues

Your business card
could be here!
Only $35 for 12 issues
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2001 ELECTED OFFICERS

President Ed Park 688-3430
Vice President Jack Hill 345-3245
Secretary Ray Elleven 337-5860
Treasurer Shirley Parrish 243-3200
Board of Directors Steve Hill 688-3130

Jim Sumner 694-2080
Art Parrish 243-3200

Dead line for the next SUN RUNNER is April 13, 2001

Dues are Over Due
Do you have a RED mark on your label?

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, AK 99509

IF THERE IS A RED MARK ON YOUR MAILING LABEL,
THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER


