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Next Meeting
Tuesday

April 27, 7 PM

always the fourth Tuesday of
the month

at
Warning Lites of Alaska

591 W. 67th off Arctic

The NAPA Auto Parts sponsored
Alaska Custom Car, Cycle, & Boat
Show in Eagle River is shaping up to
be a really good show.  VIP parking
for clubs and neat cars will be set up
near the door.  “Friday night between
6 and 9 PM the Anchorage Corvette
Club will be there in force,” said
show promoter Derrick Snelson.
“I’ll be donating one dollar the Cor-
vette Club for each car of their
Member’s cars that show up in the
VIP parking lot.  I’ll do the same for
MSSRA on Saturday night.”

MSSRA will have a 10 X 10
booth complements of the Perfor-
mance Promotions.  We’ll also have
four exhibitor passes for those who
work the booth.  Contact Neil Noll
to sign up for a four hour shift.

Car Show Update

Shorty Conn’s ‘33 Pontiac at the 1998 Jay Ofstun Memorial Show & Shine

MSSRA members do good at Motorcycle
Show

The Annual Motorcycle Show had cars for the first time this year.  They
were not in competition, but they were eligible for people’s choice awards.
Member Shorty Conn took first place People’s Choice  by one vote with
his green ‘33 Pontiac Sedan.  He displayed the car with a color matching
Harley Davidson.

Tom Dewhirts took second place People’s Choice with his ‘33 Ford
Coupe.  Staying with the number two theme Tom’s Harley painted to match
his coupe took  second place in People’s Choice for motorcycles and Run-
ner Up for Exhibitor’s Choice.  Not bad for Number Two.
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Something to do

Apr 25 Pomona Swap Meet, Pomona, CA - 714 544-7004
Apr 30-May 2 Pate Swap Meet, Texas Motor Speedway
May 1-2 All Mopar Weekend Bellevue WA
Jun 4-6 Gateway Gassers Gathering, St Louis Mo.
Jun 6 Pomona Swap Meet, Pomona, CA - 714 544-7004
Jun 11-13 Goodguys Hot Rod Nationals, Indianapolis, IN
Jun 18-20 Back to the 50’s, State Fairgrounds, St. Paul, MN www.msra.com
Jun 24-26 Straits Area Antique Auto Show, St Ignace, MI

www.stignance.com
Jul 16-18 Goodguys Northwest Nationals, Puyallup, WA
Jul 18 Pomona Swap Meet, Pomona, CA - 714 544-7004
Jul 18 Pomona Swap Meet, Pomona, CA - 714 544-7004
Jul 30 Aug 1 NHRA 12th annual PROLONG SUPER LUBRICANTS NORTH

WEST NATIONALS presented, Seattle, WA
Aug 4-9 Hot August Nights, Rock-n-Roll and Classic Cars, Reno, NV

www.nevadanet.com/hotaugustnights/
Aug 5-8 NSRA Street Rod Nationals, Louisville, Kentucky

SUN RUNNER STAFF
Ray Elleven, Editor

Tom Dewhirst, Circulation

The SUN RUNNER is the official pub-
lication of the Midnight Sun Street Rod
Association of Anchorage Alaska and is
published monthly by the SUN
RUNNER’S Elite Staff.  Unless other
wise noted, all articles are written by
the editor, Ray Elleven.
DISCLAIMER:  We print just enough
of the truth to support interesting ar-
ticles.  Most quotes are what should
have been said.
All material contained herein may be
ripped off, reprinted  or published in
another publication provided appropri-
ate credit is given.
Subscriptions are available for $12.00
per year.  Any inquires should be sent
to the address below.

SUN  RUNNER
Subscription Department

P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

carnut@alaska.net

Apr 24-26 Alaska Custom Car, Cycle, & Boat Show
Presented by Performance Promotions  566-2346

Apr 30-May 2 Arctic Wheels Car Show, Carlson Center, Fairbanks,
Contact Wayne Campbell, 459-4073 or Sue Hupprich, 456-4839

May 1-2 Mayday  Mayday Contact Rally Productions at 243-2122
May 8 Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet contact Victor Knott at 349-7228
May 15 Schucks Auto Parts Auto Show
May 22 KOOL Cruise, Alaska Raceway Park
May 30-31 Fairbanks Racing Lions Drag Racing, Ft Wainwright
May 30 Alaska Sales & Service 500 Show

An Antique Auto Musher Event
Jun 5-6 Street Legal Drags, Niski Airport, Kenai 566-2346
Jun 17-18 Fairbanks Racing Lions Drag Racing, Ft Wainwright
Jun 19 Colony Days Parade, Palmer, Otto Binder 745-4670
Jul 3-4 Blast from the Past, Transportation Museum, Wasilla
Jul 4 Anchorage & Chugiak Parades
Jul 3-4 Fairbanks Racing Lions Drag Racing, Ft Wainwright
Jul 9 Bear Paw Car Show, Eagle River
Jul 10 Bear Paw Parade, Eagle River
Jul 16-18 Arctic Wheels Hot Wax Weekend, Fairbanks

Cruise on Friday, Parade on Saturday, and
Nancy Fox Memorial Show & Shine on Sunday

Jul 17-18 Fairbanks Racing Lions Drag Racing, Ft Wainwright
Jul 30 Tastee Freez Pre Show & Shine Car Show
Aug 1 Jay Ofstun Memorial Show & Shine

on the Anchorage Park Strip, contact Ray Elleven 337-5860
Aug 7 Fall Auto Parts Swap Meet contact Victor Knott at 349-7228
Aug 7-8 Fairbanks Racing Lions Drag Racing, Ft Wainwright
Aug 7-13 MDA Summer Camp
Aug 14-15 Ultimate Cruise

For details call Ed Wrede 344-1921 work or 694-3170 home.

Lower 48 events

The members of MSSRA
wish to express our deepest
sympathy to the friends and
family of Jodi Allen Combs.

Jodi, 26 year old son of
Antique Motor Mushers of
Alaska members Rick and
Nancy Combs, died of inju-
ries sustained in an ava-
lanche at Turnagain Pass on
March 21, 1999.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that memorial
donations be made to the
Trust Account for Jodi’s
daughter, Lisa M. Combs, at
National Banks of Alaska,
Account No. 210149699
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LATEST BUMPER STICKERS
We are born naked, wet, and hungry.  Then things get worse!

Well I hope everyone is ready for spring and is getting their rods ready
for the summer season, I know I am. I will be moving the T-Bird by the
time this newsletter hits the street. I am also actually doing something on
my 50 Ford, sandblasting the frame and welding up holes in the bed.
Those Midwest farmers just drilled a hole whoever they wanted on those
old trucks. We are putting together a full summer schedule beginning with
our booth at the Fire Lake car show, I can always use some volunteers to
help man the booth and sell raffle tickets, Ray Agen has gotten NAPA to
donate a tool box again this year, so try to bring a tool for the box when
you come to the show.

Victor is working on the Swap Meet, hope we have good weather. If
you are planning to go on the Ultimate Cruise, you must make your own
reservations for the Railroad and the Ferry, you can get a bit of a dis-
count if you make them together I am told, call Ed Wrede for details.
Some of us are going to drive up to Glennallen and meet the group for
their Show and Shine, then all cruise back together, Cool. Check the
“Something to do” section for dates on these and other events.

Thinking ahead to our Show and Shine, we are going to have a “Silent
Auction” this year as a fund raiser. Please be on the lookout for items to
bring to the show. Ask around with business’s you frequent for donations.
For those how are interested we have some shirts, hats, pins, and license
plates available with the MSSRA logo. They will be available at the next
meeting, and shows etc.

Hope to see you all at the events.

Prez Says
by Niel Noll

Wanted-Members

MEMBER (mem’ber) n. a per-
son or thing that belong to a group.
Synon., Participant

MEMBERSHIP (mem’ber
ship) ,n 1. belonging to a club or
group. 2. all members of a club or
group.

According to Funk & Wagnall, a
member is a participant. Now that I
have your attention as a member I
will tell you how you can do your part
for the club.  This year at the Show-
n-Shine on Aug. 1st. the club will be
having a silent auction as a fund raiser
to help the club treasury and raise
some money for a worthy charity.
You as a member of the club are
being asked to do your part and
pitch in.  What we need is items for
the Auction, it does not have to be a
car related item or very expensive,
we will group smaller items together
to maximize bidding interest.

You can solicit items from mer-
chants you patronize or you can do-
nate something you bought, or maybe
something new you bought for your
Street Rod that did not fit. It would
be nice if we had a larger item, like a
car, trip, or maybe a new engine. The
list of items is endless.  It is all up to
the membership to make this event
work if everyone participates it will
be a success.  For more information
call Otto @ 745-4670 or Ed @ 344-
1921.  It is not to early to start so
you have no excuse for not doing
your part as a Member.

Think About it! -
What was the best thing
before sliced bread?
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If we keep our fingers crossed the snow maybe gone before summer
gets here, which every day that will be. I hope it comes pretty soon because
the summer cruise schedule put together by Ed Wrede started April 15th.
You did put a heater in your street rod, didn’t you?

If you are making vacation plans for sometime in the coming year, don’t
forget to check out the NSRA Nationals that are already booked all across
the country.  You maybe able to attend one or more of the eleven events.  It
would been be better if you could drive your street rod to one, it has been
done before from Alaska.  The first event of the year will be the 25th Annual
Street Rod Nationals South in Knoxville, Tennessee, on April 30 to May 2,
1999.  With two more in may one in Springfield, Missouri, and one in Bakers-
field, California.  If you don’t get STREET SCENE, Then I give you the
places and dates.

Also, if wish to have a NSRA Vehicle safety inspection of your car be-
fore the summer season, please give Paul Moll, our Alaska NSRA State
Safety Inspector, a call at 694-4825 and get it done.  NSRA’s safety pro-
gram is Nationally recognized as one of the country’s best.  So much so that
in some states it is a requirement for street rods to pass before they can be
licensed in that state.

Keep your car on the road this summer, and if you have any question or
just want to talk NSSRA, check out my ad in this issue of the Sun Runner.

NSRA Report
by Ed Park
Alaska State Representative

Ramblins
Jon Gates who edited the Peninsula Cruisers newsletter and later moved to
Fairbanks and edited the Arctic Cruiser is on the move again, this time to
Juneau.  Sue Hupprich the new reluctant editor.  Good luck to Jon, Alice,
the kids, and the really neat red Mustang Convertible.  And, congratula-
tions to Sue. . . . The Sun Runner got a little National press.  NSRA’s Jerry
Johnson included “What’s Middle Age?” from the February edition in his
monthly Street Scene column.  Thanks Jerry. . . NASCAR fever has come
to a few of our members.  Ben and Till Holeman made their annual trip to
Las Vegas for the annual NASCAR Race.  Tom Dewhirst also made it.
There wasn’t a March issue of the Sun Runner because the Editor Ray
Elleven went to the Prime Star 500 in Fort Worth Texas.  Super Chevy was
planned but it got rained out. . . We got a card from Tom & Karen Wilson.
They still have the ‘57 Chevy Convertible and ‘57 Chevy 210 sedan which
they plan to restore to original.  All of this while planning to sell their Shady
Cove, Oregon home and move to Ohio.  Best of luck to the Wilson’s from
all of us.

Weekly Cruise
The first Thursday Night cruise

was at Burger King in Eagle River.
In attendance by Ed Wrede in is
Root Beer Brown ‘51 Chevy Pick
Up, Jim Summner and his ‘53
Studebaker, Steve Hill with is
Model A, and Ben Holeman with
his Green ‘57 Chevy.  Ed Park
showed up in his family cruiser.

All cruise are on Thursdays,
rain or shine, meeting at a desig-
nated location at 6 PM and de-
parting at 6:45 PM.

April 22 - Meet at Sears parking
lot and cruise to the Arctic Road
Runner on Old Seward Highway.
April 24 - Cruise to the Eagle
River Car Show 6 to 9 PM.
April 29 - Meet at Sears parking
lot and cruise to Tastee Freeze at
Jewel Lake and Raspberry.
May 6 - Meet at Eagle River The-
ater parking lot and cruise to
McDonalds in Wasilla.
May 13 - Meet at Sears parking
lot and cruise to Muldoon Pizza.
May 20 - Meet at Eagle River
Theater parking lot and cruise to
McDonalds in Palmer.
May 27- Meet at Sears parking
lot and cruise to Tastee Freeze at
Jewel Lake and Raspberry
June 3 - Meet and stay at Burger
King in Eagle River.
June 10 - Meet at Sears parking
lot and cruise to the Arctic Road
Runner on Old Seward Highway.
June 17 - Meet at the Homestead
Lounge in Eagle River and stay
there.
June 24 - Meet at Sears parking
lot and cruise to Tastee Freeze at
Jewel Lake and Raspberry
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 Sears mall. Afterward Harold took
me for a ride in his supercharged
Bantam roadster on Benson Blvd. He
decided to drop the hammer in traf-
fic. It felt like we had just gone to
warp speed in a Star Wars movie as
we passed cars going our direction
in the next lanes.

Sometime in the early to mid-
1970’s Ed Park and Wally Graham
came on the scene. Both were tire-
less workers for the club and I doubt
it would have endured to this day if
they had not been involved. (Actu-
ally the real recognition should go to
Claire and Glenda). Wally was a
Deuce guy so I knew he was for real
but until I met Ed I hadn’t realized
that Corvairs were real hot rods. Then
Ed got his 36 on the road with flat-
head power, so I knew his heart re-
ally was in the right place.

(see Ron Bunn on page 6)

Where are the now?

Ron Bunn’s Buick powered red ‘56 Studebaker at an undated Jay Ofstun
Memorial Show & Shine.

Editor’s note: We have a few members who
have moved from Alaska to the Lower 48
and year round street rodding.  These
members were the movers and shakers
during the early years of MSSRA.  The
Sun Runner staff recently asked these
members to drop us a line and let us
know how their doing.  Ron Bunn was
the first to respond.

Thanks for the membership card
and nice note. You are very kind to
ask me for a letter or article for Sun
Runner. I couldn’t help but think of
all the good friends and fun times I
had in my association with Midnight
Sun. So I thought I would just re-
flect a bit. If it’s too long or not per-
tinent, please feel free to edit as nec-
essary or discard the entire thing if
you want.

It seems like only yesterday that
we left Alaska. In fact it doesn’t seem
much longer since I attended the very
first meeting of Midnight Sun Street
Rod Association in Dave Mock’s liv-
ing room about 1971. That was be-
fore we decided on a club name.
Back then nobody in the club had a
street rod or machine that ran. It
seems we recruited Harold Rounds
who had the coolest car this side of
LA. Harold made us a legitimate car
club, and brought a level of respect-
ability that was previously lacking.
Everybody else was building or
wanted to build something. My

 Studebaker was all torn apart and a
32 roadster was just a dream for me.
By 1976 or so there were several
more rods on the road. Butch Novak
had his 57 Chevy and there was a T
bucket or two. Lundy Adkins had
just bought and repainted his Pontiac.
In typical Lundy fashion, when he fin-
ished it the paint work was like glass
and was something to behold. One
car that really made an impression
on me was Tom Snyder’s 406 Ford
powered model A roadster. After
one club meeting Tom took Lundy
for a ride. Lundy asked him if tire
spin was much of a problem. Tom
coolly replied “no problem at all, how
much would you like?”

One day in about 1980 Wolfman
Jack came to town on a promotional
tour. He either rode with Dave Mock
or Harold Rounds in a cruise to the

ALWAYS GIVE 100%
AT WORK:

     * 12%  Monday
     * 23%  Tuesday
    * 40%  Wednesday
     * 20%  Thursday
     *  5%  Friday
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Ron Bunn & Family
continued

I remember meeting Ross Jardine in 1980. He had just retired and was
building his 36 Ford. He was Alaska’s oldest teenager then. I saw him last
summer at Goodguys Puyallup. He hasn’t aged a day since I first met him.
Ross, what’s your secret? He said he feels so good he’s getting suspicious.
I told him to just make sure Alice wasn’t getting suspicious.

Remember Tom Kenny? He was the only guy in Alaska that could wear
a plastic trash bag to a business meeting. On nice summer days he would
drive his 32 Bantam roadster to work. One day it rained unexpectedly. His
only defense was a plastic garbage bag with arm holes. After that we just
called him “The Man from Glad”. There are lots of other names and stories
over the years. I have only named a few that I can remember.

There are lots of really nice cars and plenty of events around here to
attend in the summer. But I have yet to find any associations that come close
to Midnight Sun for the friendship and camaraderie that I knew in Alaska.
In the end, it’s not about the cars. It’s about having fun together with the
cars. That’s what Midnight Sun always did a good job of. I hope you guys
(and gals) keep that spirit alive for future Alaska Hot Rodders.

I still keep up with Wally Graham, Tom Kenny, and Lundy. Wally is in
Seattle and should have his Deuce on the road this summer. Tom still has his
Bantam roadster and has a home in Seaside, Oregon (where he still needs
a plastic garbage bag to stay dry). Lundy and Lois have a paint and body
business in Port Orchard Washington I saw him last summer and he is be-
ginning to do metal shaping. He does some of the finest street rod work
around.

I still have the 32 Roadster and 56 Studebaker. The roadster is finished
now but the Studebaker is just the same. I really haven’t driven the roadster
a great deal. I did trailer it to the Yellowstone run in 1997, and drove it to
the End of the World run in Long Beach, Washington last year. That’s a
great run and is a must for a great time on the first weekend of September.
I hope to drive it more this year.

I attended Bonneville three times in the past four years. Last summer
was the 50th anniversary. I went with my dad who is an old Bonneville
racer from the 50’s and 60’s. It is about 800 miles from here. I hope to go
again next summer and I would like to drive the roadster some day but I’m
not sure when.

We intend to be in Alaska this coming summer during the first two weeks
of July. I hope to see you then. In the mean time, if anyone from Midnight
Sun is coming to the Portland Roadster Show or the Portland Swap meet,
please let me know. It’s always good to keep up with you guys.

Take care,

Ron, Beth, Carolyn, Chris Bunn

Ain’t the English
language dumb!

Lets face it, English is a stupid lan-
guage. There is no egg in the egg-
plant, no ham in the hamburger, and
neither pine nor apple in the pine-
apple. English muffins were not in-
vented in England and French fries
were not invented in France.

We sometimes take English for
granted. But if we examine its para-
doxes we find that Quicksand takes
you down slowly, boxing rings are
square, and a guinea pig is neither
from Guinea nor is it a pig.

If writers write, how come fingers
don’t fing.  If the plural of tooth is
teeth, shouldn’t the plural of phone
booth be phone beeth?  If the teacher
taught, why didn’t the preacher
praught. If a vegetarian eats veg-
etables, what the heck does a hu-
manitarian eat!?  Why do people re-
cite at a play, yet play at a recital?
Park on driveways and drive on
parkways.

How can the weather be as hot
as hell on one day and as cold as hell
on another.  You have to marvel at
the unique lunacy of a language
where a house can burn up as it burns
down.  And in which you fill in a form
by filling it out.  And a bell is only
heard once it goes! English was in-
vented by people, not computers and
it reflects the creativity of the human
race (which of course isn’t a race at
all).  That is why when the stars are
out they are visible, but when the
lights are out they are invisible.  And
why it is that when I wind up my
watch, it starts but when I wind up
this poem It ends.
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Swap Shop
Swap Shop ads are a service of the Sun Runner and the Midnight Sun
Street Rod Association for it’s members and other individuals who
wish to advertise an item or vehicle for sale.  Advertisements are
printed on a space available basis.  Contact Ray Elleven, Editor of the
SUN RUNNER at the address located elseplace in this newsletter or
call him at 337-5860.  All phone numbers listed are area code 907
unless otherwise noted.

Fact is stranger than truth

The first Ford cars had Dodge engines.

Want to advertise in the
Sun Runner?

Contact Ray Elleven at 337-5860

Rates

Full page $100 per issue
Half page $50 per issue
Quarter page $25 per issue
Business Card (3 1/2" by 2")
$35 for 12 issues
Double Business Card (4" by 3 1/2")
$50 for 12 issues

Advertising Policy as of January 1999
The same ad (except business cards) running multiple is-
sues receive a 10% discount per month.
No charge for MSSRA events, Swap Shop automotive re-
lated classified ads from individuals, non MSSRA events
listed in the monthly calender

1940 Chevy 2 Dr sedan. project car 3" chop no motor or trans.
Towable. $800 or best offer. For more info call Otto @ 745-4670
1955 Mercury - New, back to original, interior by Lugo’s Up-
holstery, 292 engine with auto transmission.  Over $9,500 in-
vested, only $4,500.  Call Bob or Lisa at 696-5515.
1957 GMC Pick Up - 4X4 frame, 75% done, needs engine work.
Asking $5,000.  Call Russ at 346-1598 home or 562-2244 work.
1966 Pontiac GTO - 2 dr hardtop, red with black interior.  Show-
room stock, 389 tripower, ram air, automatic, 51K miles, Immacu-
late condition, $15,000.  Call Joe at 456-8776.
1966 Pontiac GTO - Parts car, no engine, fair sheet metal, good
red interior, $1,000 or best offer. Call Joe at 456-8776.
1996 Pontiac Firebird Formula - Ram Air, WS-6 high perfor-
mance & handling package, t-tops, automatic.  Only ‘96 WS-6
in Alaska, $22,000.  Call Joe at 456-8776
FREE to Good Home - 10 to 12 year collection of various maga-
zines including, National Geographic, Alaska Magazine, Street
Scene, Car Craft, and many more.  Call Ted at 337-0174
Tune Port Injection High Performance Kit by Tune Port Injec-
tion Specialties (depending on application up to 400hp). All
parts new and in box. $5500 invested will sell for $4500 OBO.
Contact Dave at (907) 688-5077 for more information.



1999 ELECTED OFFICERS

President Neil Noll 248-6009
Vice President Jack Hill 345-3245
Secretary Ray Elleven 337-5860
Treasurer Shirley Parrish 243-3200
Board of Directors Steve Hill 688-3130

Mark Tuovinen 243-1388

Dead line for the next SUN RUNNER is May 6, 1999

Spring Auto Parts Swap Meet, Saturday, May 8th
at the School District headquarters on Debar

MIDNIGHT SUN STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 92061
Anchorage, AK 99509

IF THERE IS A RED MARK ON YOUR MAILING LABEL,
THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER


